In response to a request from a local resident, on July
5th Wingecarribee Shire Council wrote stating that the
Tentative Completion date for the scheme is late 2004.
However, they stress that the timing "is INDICATIVE only,
and delays beyond the control of the Project Managers
can occur at any stage in the process."
It appears that the Project Managers of the Scheme are
working to the following timetable:
Community Workshops.
Risk Assessment Workshop. Outcomes
expected late July 2001.
An independent consultant will be
August to
engaged
November
to evaluate the various options
2001.
proposed and to prepare a Report
recommending the Preferred Option.
Report anticipated late November
2001
December 2001. Council to select a preferred option.
February 2002. Value Management Study.
Mar/July 2002. Prepare Draft Environmental Impact
Statement and other specialist
studies.
August 2002.
Review Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.
September 2002. Finalise Environmental Impact
Statement.
Oct/ Nov. 2002. Exhibit Environmental Impact
Statement.
December 2002. Environmental Impact Evaluation
completed.
Jan/ May 2003. Prepare/Finalise Design Construction
Spec.
June/Sept 2003. Tendering Procedure.
October 2003. Construction commences.
Late 2004.
Tentative Completion.
March 2001.
June 2001.

Clearly there remains a very considerable way still to go
and many more pump-outs to be effected before this
long-promised, frequently-debated and much-delayed
scheme comes to fruition. Ah, well. Patience is a virtue.
AJ
Computer Technical Support & Services

-

Thanks to the hard work, talent and initiative of local girl, Melanie Tait, the artistic creativity of Robertson will shortly be
presented to the world from the stage of
one of West London's theatres.
Twenty one year old Melanie has been
living and working in London for some
time now and, naturally, she's made many friends among
the thousands of other young Australians as they work
and play in one of Europe's most exciting capital cities.
One particularly zany bunch of these good-natured youngsters, all living amid the organised chaos of Earl's Court,
intrigued her so much that last December, with no previous experience, she decided to write a play about them
and, having accomplished that, to find a theatre and to
make it come to life. And so she did.
The show, "The Vegemite Tales", written and directed by
Melanie Tait, opens at the Baron's Court Theatre, West
London for a two-week run on August 28th. What's more,
at least three ladies from Robertson will be among the
first-night audience to share in the fun and the excitement - Melanie's mother, Heather, together with two of
Heather's friends.
We hope that they'll all have an absolutely terrific time
together and that the show proves to be a huge success.
Congratulations, Melanie, from all of us here. What an
achievement!

Letters to the editor

In response to my letter to Council, regarding un-named
lanes off May Street, I received the following reply:
“Investigations have revealed that these are private
lanes, which Council does not maintain nor name. That
does not mean that they should not be named.
It is suggested that the residents concerned submit
names to Council for clarification. They should be of local
or historical significance to the area concerned. Council
no longer duplicates road names within the Shire, due to
emergency vehicles, etc. not being able to locate the correct road. Therefore, this procedure is merely to prevent
this happening.”

Gum Tree right outside our door. People say that animals
are therapeutic and this little fellow certainly was as we
watched him sleep and wake and feed. The bird life in that
place was a source of great pleasure as well.
We have now recovered and are nursing our motor home
back to health.
Joyce & Bill.

EXPERIENCE OUR NEWEST VISITOR DESTINATION
-

I feel it is important that these lanes be named and signposted, not only to enable emergency vehicles to find
their way but for delivery people, couriers, etc.. If any resident who lives in these lanes wishes to submit a suggestion for names, please contact Mr. I. Kite, Roads & Traffic
Manager, at Wingecarribee Shire Council.
Judy Fisk. 48680802

Having holidayed on the Southern Highlands and in your
village of Robertson, I had the urgent need for the services of a Justice of the Peace. I had extreme difficulty in
finding one.
May I suggest you make reference to this problem in your
columns, and J.P.'s could notify you and a list collated
and cut out for future requirements.
J.P.'s from Post Offices and Police Stations are not always
available.
R. H. Hodson.
Editor. Sounds like a good idea! JPs please contact me
on 4885 1210 so that I can compose a list for publication.

Joyce & Bill Bailey of Mackey's Lane, wish to thank their
many friends for all the wonderful thoughts and kindness'
offered to them after their recent road accident. There were
no less than five offers to come over 1,000 k's to bring them
home from Nanango, Queensland and these were people
who had their cars 'ready to leave' at the given moment.
John Causer won the 'coveted award' and gave them a most
comfortable ride home. "Thank you John and Sue, -- you are
indeed great neighbours to have. We don't see you every
day but you are always there as you have demonstrated so
many times."
Our special thanks go to Margaret & Barry Sheppard, who
picked up the pieces and nursed us back to health. 1 had
only met these two wonderful people as 1 was preparing my
latest book, "The Well Matured Robertson Cheese Factory".
Barry's Father, Cally Sheppard was one time manager of the
Robertson Cheese Factory, and Margaret & Barry were most
helpful in supplying information for the book, and then
travelled the 1,000 k's to be present at the book launch.
They treated us to their self-contained flat set in their
beautiful garden and yes, we even had a koala living in a

Because of members' concern over what appears to be a
spate of thefts and burglaries in the Robertson area over
recent months, Business Association President Allan Jackson has written to Bowral Police, seeking answers to some
important questions. After listing no less than 10 recent
cases of break-ins, theft and vandalism, Allan asked:
1.Were police aware of the incidents?
2.What action had been taken to clear up the crimes?
3.What steps will police take to provide Robertson with an
effective presence, and improved response times?
4.What steps can Robertson take to improve liaison with the
police?
Allan noted that Robertson people feel particularly vulnerable because there is no police presence in the village, and
response times from Bowral, or the even more remote call
centres to which victims seem often to be directed, are such
that there is no deterrent to a continuation of this very worrying trend. There is a general feeling that local crime is not
being taken seriously, or seriously investigated, or that when
it is, action is too slow in coming to be effective.
Allan is awaiting a reply.

CHAT’S CAFÉ
-

-

·

It could be flu!
Have you had sudden onset of Fever(38 C or
more) and/or chills, body aches and pains.
Have you also experienced headache, dry
cough, fatigue. How long have you been feeling unwell?
Less than 1 day, 2 days, about 1 week, more than 1
week. Have you been in contact with someone with flu?
Have you been vaccinated against flu?

-

·

How would having flu affect you?
*
I can’t afford up to a week off work.
*
I’ve got a family to take care of. There’s no way I
can spend a whole week in bed.
*
I’ve got to get back to my daily routine fast.
*
I don’t want to be the one to spread flu around
my household or workplace.
*
I’d prefer not to take antibiotics if possible.
There is a newly released flu vaccination—unfortunately
not on the free list, but if you would care to discuss it
further, call in at the surgery.

·

Sue Locke.

Robertson Medical Practice
Hoddle St, Robertson
4885 1502
Robertson Business Association Inc. is in the process of
establishing a website for Robertson. We are now
gathering information for the web pages on Tourism,
Local Businesses, Community Activities and News.

-

Do you have an idea or suggestion for us ? We are
especially keen to hear about local community activities
for all ages so that we have a very comprehensive
Community Activities Guide. For more information,
contact Rona Goold on 4885 2393. Our first draft of
business and community information is available at
Waters General Store if you would like to check your
entry. Information and suggestion notes can also be left
with Hope Waters.

They say that a picture is worth a thousand
words and, with planning for the Robertson
website now well under way, the search is on
for photographs that will make Robertson
LOOK good on the Internet.
So "calling all photographers!". If you have favourite
photographs of the village, the surrounding district,
scenery, waterfalls, buildings, places of interest, that
you're willing to allow to be used, then the Organisers of
the Site would like to hear from you.
One of the major goals is to attract more visitors to our
village. So good photographs are vital to the success of
the project. Photographs can be left, in an envelope with
your name and address, at Robertson Recollections, 26
Hoddle St, any day except Wednesday.

Gardening Hints.
Prune deciduous Trees and Fruit Trees.
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER.
Fertilize Trees and Fruit Trees. Deep Water and Fertilize
Lawns. Mulch all your Garden Areas. Although Weeding is a
relatively simple task, it needs to be done regularly to keep
your Garden looking good. To weed paths sprinkle kerosene
on them. It does save time weeding.
To remove Moss; Mix together equal parts of vinegar and
methylated spirits, and scrub paths. Leave for 15 minutes
then repeat and leave another 15 minutes. Wash with
water and sweep away Moss.
September, 7th is National Threatened Species Day:
Australians are fortunate to live in a Country that has a high
level of bio-diversity. Wildlife is not far from our front doors.
We must be careful and work hard to keep it that way.
I know it is colder these days but you are most welcome to
attend
Robertson Garden Club
Meets on the first Monday of each Month, at the
Community Hall, Caalang Street, Robertson, commencing at
1.30 p.m.
The Motto of Garden Clubs is

Those who have experienced the Joy of Gardening, know
there is no other Joy which parallels it.
For more information—Phone Julie Payne—4885 1767

Recipe of the Month
Trish Pemberton

Every community needs concerned
and caring citizens, but we also need
watchful and alert neighbours to help
keep our community safe.
Neighbourhood Watch Meetings began in Robertson
around 1988 with that intention. Although the active
number of people attending meetings has dwindled over
the years we still have a handful of stalwarts who support
Neighbourhood Watch and don't miss a meeting.
The Robertson Neighbourhood Watch Group is the only
active group in the Southern Highlands. We want to
rebuild our membership and let everyone in Robertson,
Burrawang, Kangaloon, Wildes Meadow, Avoca and
Fitzroy Falls know that we are still operating with monthly
meetings (first Thursday of the month, 7.45 PM,
Community Hall at Robertson with Supper to follow)
The local Police are very important in our Group and
attend meetings to present their report on all aspects of
crime and law enforcement in the local and Southern
Highlands areas. Even with only six to eight people
attending, the Police still support us! This is warmly
appreciated. Police resources are limited but their cooperation is terrific. You'd be surprised at just how much
goes on that isn't reported in the newspapers or on the
radio. We learn much at the meetings and whilst having a
chat with the Officer at Supper, then go away determined
to be even more alert and watchful. The Police cannot be
everywhere at all times and that is where the citizens can
assist.
A good and watchful neighbour knows what is normal
and what is not normal in their area, what local patterns
are, whether a vehicle is strange, or a person appears to
be acting suspiciously. A watchful and concerned
neighbour isn't a busy-body but a concerned citizen who
hopes that his neighbours are acting in the same way
towards his family and property.
Phone calls to the Police are appreciated, information
noted and responded to as soon as possible.

-

So, please mark the first Thursday of the month in your
diary and become a more concerned citizen and
neighbour. We all want a safer community and if
everyone does their little bit then we can achieve much.
Col Hayes (President) Phone 4868 1249

Robertson Recollections
-

Community Notices

The Burrawang School of Arts Inc Committee with the
assistance of a Regional Arts Grant is holding a day of
workshops as a way of introducing you to something new.
Always wanted to learn patchwork but not sure how to
start? Like the idea of calligraphy but not sure where to
go? Think you may be a great artist or just want to have a
go?
is holding a Tombola on the 7th September at the
Robertson Bowling Club.
This is our major fundraiser.
Tickets will be on sale at the club the previous
week or on the night. Prizes include pamper
products, cellar-wine, children’s toys etc., and
much more with our local businesses
donating many of the prizes.

This is the day for you!
For a modest Registration Fee of $ 15.00 plus the
material fee as detailed below you can be on your way.
Calligraphy by Alison Lawrence -$10.00

Patchwork by Diana Challinor - $15. 00

Painting by Malcolm McClintock -$20.00

SCREEN PRINTING by Julie Krone -$10.00
These intimate workshops are being run by talented and
respected experts. Each workshop is designed to serve
as an excellent introduction to the subject and will be a
great way to meet other interested people. Bring a friend!

-

Numbers are limited, so apply early to avoid
disappointment.

Discover a talent, unlock a passion and have fun.
Registration forms and more details available by phoning
on 4886 4514 - anytime - leave
message

Licenced Hairdresser
New Location

-

Highlands
Complete
Car Care

Beginners Class
Country Line Dancing
—

-

A couple of mornings ago three large
kookaburras landed together on the
verandah. They were not the picture
book "what bird is that" kookaburras
but veterans of the skies - ragged and
windblown. One had something extremely dead hanging from its beak which it, nevertheless, kept tapping on the verandah boards because it
knew what a kookaburra has to do. Apart- from the tapping they were silent; no laughter. But who knows what
calamities can strike a kookaburra in the course of a single morning; or more likely none of them had come up
with a good line that day. They appeared to be drawing
strength from each other like fighter pilots before-taking
off on yet another sortie. After a few minutes they lurched
into the thin morning air which miraculously held them
aloft while they traced a silent curve over the still sleeping valley.
Donald Fish

—

-

