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Vying for your vote
Sewerage, crime rates, road safety, infrastructure development
and tourism are the main issues facing Robertson, according to
the two main competitors for the forthcoming State elections in
March.
Current member Matt Brown (Labor) says getting a sewerage
system in place in the village is the most pressing need. Mr.
Brown says he'll pursue a commitment to get State government
funding for the project, once the community and the council
have made a final decision.
The challenger, Danielle Jones, (Liberal) says on this issue she
believes the council needs to consult with the community more,
and is keen to be involved in state planning issues if elected.
"Some of the older residents have expressed concern about car
stealing and vandalism,
and I would like to see a
permanent police presence," Ms Jones added.
Mr. Brown also identified road safety as an ongoing issue,
saying safety has already been improved by the level crossing
bars across the village railway tracks, and the lighting for the
Sheepwash Road/Illawarra Highway intersection.
Mr. Brown won the last election with an 18 per cent margin. Is
he confident of winning again? "I don't take anything for
granted."
And Ms Jones, who many people will know as a manager of
Ranelagh House, how does she feel about her chances of
success?
"Let's wait and see," she says.

Order your Chocolates and Flowers for
Valentines Day

Robertson By Design—
4885 1371

Valentines Day

Letters to the editor
Robertson is enjoying a boom in new
and revamped businesses in the
town.
The new businesses include
Essential Botanicals, next to Water's
Store. Formerly a haberdashery and
gallery, the shop, run by Sheila
Massetti, sells hand-made organic
soaps, creams, candles and natural
skin products. Ms Massetti has
been a resident of Robertson for five
years, and makes all her own
products on the premises.

–

Rob ertson newc om ers Pet er
Fekonja and Mark O'Connor have
opened a delightful yesteryear
furniture and old wares shop called
Final Touch next to Elders Real
Estate.
The new owner of the Pig and
Whistle café is Elio Pezzella, who has
run an Italian restaurant in
Mittagong for the last ten years. The
café is open on Friday and Saturday
nights for authentic Italian food.
Last Spring, Robertson resident
Fiona Hayward took over the Cheese
Factory gift shop, which has now
become the Robertson Country
Store.
Fiona sells all kinds of gifts, clothing,
silk flowers, and garden ware. The
shop also incorporates items from
the Scots Heritage magazine mail
order collection.
Upstairs, Fiona has opened Over the
Garden Wall, a variety of decorative
arts and crafts products.
-

EXPERIENCE OUR NEWEST VISITOR DESTINATION
-

THE ROBERTSON SEWERAGE NEWSLETTER

January 2003
The Robertson Sewerage Options Report was on public exhibition from 27 November 2002 to 31 January 2003. A
high level of interest was expressed by the community at the public meetings held in November and December at the
School of Arts Hall. The public exhibition generated an active response with many submissions already being
received by mid January.
Issues raised in the submissions mainly related to the location and impact of the sewage treatment plant. These
have included:
*
Odour generation.
*
Increase in heavy traffic.
*
Concern about the need to upgrade Caalong Street and the bridge.
*
Potential for sewage overflows.
*
Visual impacts.

Whichever sewage treatment plant location is selected, Council intends to build a modern plant that will not result in
odour nuisance or have an adverse visual impact. While there will be an increase in heavy traffic during the
construction period, once commissioned, heavy vehicles will only need access to the plant on several occasions per
year.
Council's roads and traffic engineers have confirmed that the bridge in Caalong Street has sufficient structural
strength to carry the potential vehicle loads. Many safety measures and backup features will be built into the
treatment plant and collection system to minimise the risk of any sewage overflow.

It is anticipated that Council will consider the public submissions and select the
preferred option for the scheme at a Council meeting in March. Further studies
will then be carried out which will culminate in the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement. It is currently planned to have the EIS on
public exhibition in November this year.

The increasing prices and popularity of real estate in Robertson continues, as families from the coast and the city
choose to create a new life in the village.
Judy Fisk of R J Mackey real estate, says people are discovering that Robertson is an "epicentre" for so many lifestyle
choices.
"We're close to the cities, the beaches, TAFE's and universities, and there are geological boundaries around the village
such as the escarpment, the national parks and the Water Board land, that mean the area will never be built out," Ms
Fisk says.
Phillip Vickery of Elders real estate says a lot of people are coming up from the coast around Wollongong in response to
increasing costs, growing crime, pollution and noise. There is also a continuing trickle of people moving to the village
from Sydney, a trend boosted by the M5 freeway which opened last year.
"They are predominantly young families with children, and a few retirees," he says.
Agents say prices have risen considerably in the last year. A house that would have sold for $165,000 a year ago,
would be worth an average $250,000 today.
The area is also becoming popular for land sales. At the end of last year 39 blocks were released for sale - there are
now only four or five left. The blocks, either quarter-acre or half-acre, sold for a minimum of $168,000. In addition,
several 5-acre rural blocks, on the outskirts of the village, have sold in recent months for about $450,000.
Carl Hilder of Raine and Horne, predicts that the area will also grow in popularity once the village has a sewerage
system in place.
"It will be better for everyone, and the businesses in the main street can expand when the sewerage is in. Right now,
it's holding the town back. Once it's done Robertson will really be something quite special," Mr Hilder says.

Discover how to decorate your home!
Robertson By Design

‘Your choice on
March 22nd, 2003’

Organisers of the Robertson Show are hoping for a record number of entrants
and visitors at the annual weekend show on March 7th and 8th.

Recipe of the
Month

Show President Phillip Vickery says last year’s show was the most popular on
record with about 6,500 visitors. This year, all the traditional features of the
show will remain, with the main attraction of the Saturday night show
expected to draw the crowds.
“The potato race and the demolition derby are always great favourites. We’re
hoping for sunny weather to help us top last year’s record, “ he says.

Pineapple Chicken

Mr Vickery has called for volunteers to help on the gates during the weekend,
and for the community (that's you) to start preparing their entries for the
Pavilion craft and produce show.

1 KG chicken pieces browned
in a little oil in a baking dish.
Pour over the juice of 1 can of
pineapple and
cup of dry
white wine. Add salt, pepper
& 3 cloves of garlic, crushed.
Roast in a moderate oven for
1 hour. Remove chicken from
baking dish.
Sauce: skim fat from pan
juices. Add juice & grated rind
of 1 orange,
cup sultanas
and pineapple pieces.
Thicken with cornflour.
Replace chicken in sauce &
keep warm till ready to serve.

A number of physical improvements have been made to the showground
during the last year, including a revamped perimeter roadway, new concrete
around the toilet block and pavilion, a new amplification system to help
competitors hear more easily, and extensive tree planting.
Mr Vickery says show progammes are available at most retail outlets in the
village, and list competitions from hay stacking to the pet show, from
preserves to children’s art and craft.
The Robertson Show Ball has also been revived. It will be held on February
22nd at the Robertson School of Arts, and will be fully catered with a band. Mr
Vickery says it should be an inexpensive fun night for new and old residents,
and everyone is welcome. For tickets, contact Ashley Clark on 0417 676 386.
Robertson is very lucky to have retained its show with soaring insurance
costs since September 11. But the pressure is still on from insurers to leave
no loopholes. This year's competitors in the livestock section of the show will
have to sign disclaimers saying they accept responsibility if injured by an
animal.

Robertson
Recollections
-

Fine china, glassware,
furniture, bric-a-brac and
books.
We buy for cash.

—
—

—

—

—

Oddly enough, the best news we
have this edition is that we got it
wrong last time. The village
medical practice has not had to
close down, thanks to doctors
from Bowral Medical Centre.
In fact Sue Locke's old practice is
back to 5 day a week staffing,
with doctors Mark Wilson, Craig
Lilienthal, Penny Knowlden and
Tess Van Duuren, alternating, to
ensure that GP care is available
in Robertson.
The practice is located at 30
Hoddle St and current surgery
hours are:Monday
10.30 - 2.30
Tuesday
2.00 - 5-00
Wednesday 2-00 - 5-00
Thursday
9.00 - 12.30
Friday
9.30 - 1.00
We understand that if there is
sufficient demand, hours at the
surgery will be extended
Appointments can be made by
phone on 4885 1502, which will
automatically switch you through
to Bowral, if the Robertson
surgery is unattended.
On behalf of everyone in
Robertson, this newsletter
sincerely thanks the Bowral
Doctors for rescuing our medical
service.

Do you remember those endless forms for the national census we were
all asked to fill out about eighteen months ago? Well, your efforts were
not in vain because the results have been published by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics (ABS), and give an interesting snapshot of our shire.
The census for population and housing for the Wingecarribee Shire
Council (WSC) 2001, shows a modest population rise in the last few years
to 40,840. The average age of shire residents is 38 (slightly older than
the age of 35 recorded in 1996).
Contrary to popular opinion, the WSC is not a particularly ageing shire.
The highest number of people were aged 25-44 years (10,397), closely
followed by the 45-64 year age group (10,050).
And of course we all could have guessed it, but figures show the largest
group to be born outside Australia in the shire were from the UK (6.9% of
the population), followed by New Zealand (1.3%) and Germany (0.6%).
The most common languages spoken at home other than English were
Chinese languages, Italian and German. The multi-cultural make-up of the
shire is slowly but surely changing.
The number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders living in the shire
has also increased, and now accounts for 497 people.
A surprising statistic was that 95% of the work force were employed, 55%
full-time (more than 35 hours) and 37% part-time. According to the ABS,
only 5% of the labour force was unemployed, much better than the
national average.
The main areas of employment were the professions, manufacturing,
construction, retail trade, property and business services, education, and
health and community services.
It also seems we're getting smarter. In 1996, 6.7% of people in the shire
held a bachelor degree - now the figure is 8.6%. More women held
degrees than men.
Finally, a small employment sector must be the public transport system.
The vast majority of people (64%) travel to work by car, but only 0.9% go
by train, and a mere 0.5 % by bus. Congratulations to the 4.6% who
either walked or rode their bikes. Perhaps it's time for a review of public
transport needs in the shire………?

Community Notices
Robertson Community Services
Group will resume on the 11th
February and fortnightly during the
year. New members are very
welcome. We begin at 10.00am and
a hot dinner is available for $7.00.
Community Centre, Caalong St,
Robertson

"IN THE TRACKS OF ROBERT
HODDLE"
Wally Abraham
"An account of selected early 19th
century tracks and passes over the
Macquarie Mountains from the
Tablelands to the Coast and from
the Illawarra to the Kangaroo
Grounds. Illustrated with maps of
the period including Hoddle's own
map of August 1831."
Wally Abraham, an Architect and
Town Planner, has lived
permanently on the top of
Saddleback Mountain since 1983
beside one of the few built sections
of "Hoddle's Road". He has been
active in local government affairs
and has contributed to research
into some aspects of local history,
in particular the dry stone walls of
the Kiama Hinterland.

—
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Robert Hoddle

PIG ‘N’ WHISTLE CAFÉ
PORCELAIN DOLL MAKING

ROSALIND’S PORCELAIN STUDIO

THE OLD CHEESE FACTORY

-

February/March
To kick-start your Spring vegetable
garden sow a green manure crop.
Try oats or lupins. Dig the crop in
while it is still leafy and immature
to give the beds a boost of
nutrients and to improve soil
structure.
Plant rhubarb in soil rich in
compost, manure and a sprinkling
of blood and bone. Sow snow
peas, carrots, lettuce, beetroot
onions , s ilverb eet . Break up
clumps of chives and plant as an
attract ive bord er. Dis solve a
spoonful of sulphate of ammonia
in a watering can and pour on
parsley to encourage growth. Trim
bay trees into shape before the
Spring growth appears. Fertilize
strawberries with sulphate of
pot as h to rem ed y pot ass ium
deficiency. Mulch with well rotted
p i n e , c on i f e r , f i r o r s p r u c e
needles. These encourage acidic
soil which strawberries prefer.
Do you want to know more about
Gardening?
Robertson Garden Club Inc. will
hold it's first meeting for the year
on Monday 3rd February, 2003.
commencing at 1.30 p.m., in the
Community Hall, Caalong Street,
Robertson.
All Ages Welcome!

A new (third) edition of the popular
Robertson Brochure is currently in
preparat ion. D eadlines are
immediate and Robertson
b us ines s es wit h a touris t
orientation are urged to "be in it".
Over the last 4 years the brochure
has done a great deal both to put,
and keep, Robertson on the
tourism map. It has brought many
new visitors to the village, and also
done much to establish our identity
as the "green heart of the Southern
Highlands".
The brochure is widely distributed,
through the Visitor Information
Centre in Mittagong, to
neighbouring V.I.Cs, to hotels,
motels, bed and breakfasts and
other appropriate outlets in and
around our region. Pleasingly, it
regularly receives highly favourable
comment from tourism operators
for its quality, clarity and
information content. Many tell us
it’s a brochure they are very happy
to have, and to hand out.
Over 40,000 copies will be printed
this time, which is about 2 years
supply so the chance to be listed
won't come around again until
2005! So don't miss out.
For more information, phone Dion
or Micki Boehme on 48 851 080,
or call in at Robertson
Recollections.

Our Motto is : "Friendship Through
Gardening.".

-

Church Services

