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Trains in the Rains.
Try as you may, there's nothing you
can do about the weather other
than to grin and bear it. And that's
precisely what more than 500
visitors to Robertson were
persuaded to do on Sunday May
25th as their train - two trains, in
fact, - steamed and hissed into our
station amidst the grey and gloom
of one of the most almighty daylong downpours seen in a while.
Never mind. There was a brave and
cheerful welcoming group on the
platform to greet them. Coaches
had been set up to carry the
visitors around the village and
beyond. At fairly short notice, an
excellent exhibition combining the
works of local artists alongside
displays from many of Robertson's
fascinating antique stores had
been organised. This was held in
the recently renovated Fettlers
Shed at the station and provided
an interesting and welcome haven
for the many tourists who found
their way there - not only for the
exhibition itself, but also for the
delicious and traditional fare
provided by The Hot Potatoes,

together with coffee and cakes
while people dried off a little.
All over the village the
retailers, the pub staff, the
Scouts with their Sausage
Sizzle and the cafe and
restaurant owners worked
hard and cheerfully to
impress upon the tourists
that, no matter what
Nature may hurl upon us and it most surely chucked
it down non-stop on that
Sunday - Robertson is a
great and growing town
which knows how to
extend a big welcome to its
visitors so that when they
leave, they do so amidst a
glow of goodwill.
The small and still smiling
band of volunteers, who
bravely stood in the
pouring rain and finally
waved them all goodbye,
had the feeling that the
message of goodwill had
been received, understood
and was most warmly

Pizzas in the Mist
Thurs-Sun
5.30-9.00pm
Sunday Lunch
BYO

Take away available
Bookings essential

appreciated. And if we can achieve
that on a day like that miserable
Sunday, just imagine what we can
do when the sun's shining!

—

—

Letters to
the editor
Dear Editor
I would like to invite any local
poets to join our Poetry Group
called `Hungry Poets'. We meet
on the 2nd Thursday of the
month at Stafford Cottage,
Bendooley St, Bowral at 7pm to
discuss each other's poems and
offer support to anyone wanting
to write poetry. The sessions are
very informal and friendly and
we welcome all types of poets
from those who write free verse
to “Bush poets.”
It is a good opportunity for those
who have no idea how to get
published or who wish to enter
competitions or those who
simply want some feedback on
their work. Feel free to ring me
on 02 4888 2243 to discuss
the meetings and confirm the
night of the next meeting,
Sincerely,
Patti Lee.

HOPES FOR IMPROVEMENT TO
PARKS
Following his visit to open the
new Robertson Information Bay,
a letter was sent to the Mayor,
Cr. Yeo, thanking council for
providing funding for this project.
At the s am e tim e, it was
suggested Council look at the
question of parks in the village.
The point was made that a very
high perc entage of touris ts
(possibly as high as 70%) enter
the Highlands through Robertson,
but have to travel another 25
k i l om et e rs b e fo r e t h e y a r e
exposed to a Council-groomed
park or garden.
In this vacuum, such planting as
does occur around the village is
very much "ad hoc". It tends to be
the work of a few enthusiastic
individuals from time to time,
rather than reflecting any
coherent Council policy.
For instance, the bushland walk,
to the north of Caalong Creek is
potentially a great attraction for
Robertson. But the path is
irregularly mown, with the grass
often too long and wet under foot
for comfortable walking. Snakes
are a potential hazard. The walk
would be greatly enhanced by the
provision of footpaths, by regular
maintenance, and by coordinated planting of under-story
shrubs.
It was also pointed out that the
picnic facilities are highly
inadequate, being just a few old
tables crammed between the
road and the playing fields. It
would be a great improvement to
ha v e r o o f ed s h e lt e rs in a
pleasantly landscaped area.

—
·
·
·
·

—
—
—
—

Apparently some land-scaping had
been proposed around the new
concrete slab but it is understood
this was cancelled due to lack of
funds.
Whilst the proposed new public
toilets for the park are much
appreciated, it was hoped that
Council could review its parks and
gardens policy to ensure that
adequate funding is provided for
the enhancement of the Robertson
public landscape.
In closing, the letter stated that
Robertson is in fact much more
than the shire's Eastern gateway no longer, if it ever was, a place
visitors pass through to get to the
Highlands but, these days, a major
tourist destination in the
Highlands.
A reply was received from the
Mayor saying that "suggestions for
Robertson's public landscape are
noted and appreciated and will be
c ons id ered d uring Park s and
Property reviews. Due to changing
situations, current mowing and
maintenance schedules are being
updated which should improve the
levels of parks and reserves."
We will keep hoping!
M. Boehme.

—

The organising committee for Moss Vale High’s 40th Year, invites ex-students, teachers, parents and the
high school community to the following events.
Church Service in the school hall led
by Rev Geoffrey Webb, senior student
1963. This service will commence at
11.00am and be followed by tours of
the classrooms and school grounds.

—
—

-

A sausage sizzle lunch will be
provided at a cost of $5.00 pp. Our
library will host displays of photos
and archive material as well as
present student work. All welcome.

Anyone interested in this programme of
events and who wishes to make a
booking, is asked to contact Dale
Towell in Administration on 02 4868
1717 or
email mossvaleh.school@det.nsw.edu.au

All Years Reunion Dinner/Dance at
Moss Vale Services Club—7.00pm –
7.30pm start for dinner at 8.00pm.
$45 pp including three course meal
and special occasion gift wine glass.
Bookings are essential and may be per
table (10 persons) or individually.

Over the past year or so the
businesses of Robertson have been
making changes - some subtle others not quite so. A number of
businesses changed hands during
this time. Most of these continued to
trade as before, others have been
developed.
The Ol d Ch ees e fac t or y has
undergone a facelift which everyone
will have noticed, but many may not
be aware of the internal changes.
Robertson Pottery has not changed
much on the outside but has been
vastly revamped on the inside. Kay
and Robert are surprised at how many
locals are still unaware of the
difference.
One place that is changing inside and
out is "the sheds" opposite Waters
General Store. Everyone must have
seen the trucks and workmen over
the last few weeks. Well here's the

story.
The shops are being refitted, the car
park is being up-graded and there is
going to be a surprise in the large
shed when Robertson by Design
relocates from the Pottery.
Mark Honore has set-up his
workshop at the rear of the building
and can now produce even more
leather goods. Mark's workmanship
is second to none. A selection of his
goods is available at Robertson
Pottery.
The front has received a much
needed facelift. One shop is going to
be opened as a cafe by Sue and
Martin Calladin - they will be offering
top coffee, cakes and lunches. The
other two shops have yet to have
tenants confirmed.
Robertson by Design which has just
had it's 1st Anniversary at Robertson

RobeRtson by Design

-

Formal ceremony to mark 40 years
since students moved into the
buildings with the placing of a time
capsule and the publication of a 40th
year special school magazine, “The
Waratah” - $20 includes postage &
handling. Orders for this magazine may
be made at the time of our July
weekend and will include photographs
and details of our birthday
celebrations.

Pottery have outgrown their premises
so have made the difficult decision to
sell the pottery and move into part of
the complex. The plan is to extend the
gift range and change the direction of
their coffee shop "The Potter's Cup".
Their many loyal regular's do not need
to worry - they will still serve the same
great coffee accompanied with those
delicious chocolates.
As their present premises have a
wonderful ambience Kay and Robert
are well aware that they will have to
create something special in "the
shed". The site will enable them to
extend the chocolate range, gift
selection, flowers and soft furnishings
that have all proved very popular as
well as adding a variety of new items.
The opening of "YARRAWA" will be
something not to be missed.

Christmas in July
Robertson Pottery
and
The Potters Cup

Enjoy the ambiance of a wintry Christmas
Special lunches and afternoon teas.
Monday to Friday only.

Garden Advice from Robertson Nursery
The Robertson Garden club held its
A.G.M. in March and both Julie Payne
and Norm Parrish stepped down after 3
years of hard work.
All the Club members would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate and
sincerely thank Julie and Norm for their
tremendous achievements.
The Garden Club members are planning
a coach trip to Crookwell, to visit the
Markdale garden in the Spring. Anyone
who would like to join us please phone
Jane Hope (4885 2498)
DATE... Friday 3rd October 2003
COST... $40 per person
(which includes morning tea, lunch,
entry to garden and the cost of the
coach.)
WHERE... 'Markdale' Garden, Crookwell.
The Club meets at the Community
Centre at 1.15pm on the 1st Monday of
each month. (2nd Monday if the first is
a Public Holiday)
Visitors are most welcome.
For further information please phone....
Jane Hope 4885 2498

For winter colour it is best to plant advanced seedlings or potted colour. Smaller
seedlings planted now will sit quietly waiting for spring before they will grow or
flower. It is still not too late to plant tulip and hyacinth bulbs you may have
forgotten to put in, and in fact any spring flowering bulb still unplanted is better
planted now than left until next season.
In the vegetable garden, tidy, weed and compost in anticipation of spring
plantings. Broad beans, English spinach and spring onion seed can be sown now.
Broccoli seedlings can be planted as can Asian vegie mixed punnets to provide
winter greens which will not quickly run to seed. It is a good time to lime vacant
beds as this should not be done at the same time as you add fertilisers.
Remember that all members of the Parsley family will do well during winter. These
include coriander and celery leaf. Rocket, mizuna, leafy lettuce and endive will all
flourish without bolting to seed also.
Winter is a good time to spend time in your orchard, even if it only comprises one
tree! Trees should be well mulched to suppress weeds and any suckers from
below the graft should be removed. Remove any remaining fruit and prune away
dead or damaged wood. Winter is the most popular time for planting new fruit
trees with the nursery receiving its entire range of new stock for the coming year.
Remember many fruit trees such as apples, pears and plums need to be planted
in pairs to allow cross pollination. The trees will only cross with certain pollinators,
so if you have existing fruit trees in your garden try to make a note of the variety
before coming in to buy other trees. If an existing tree is healthy and flowers but
does not set fruit you are probably missing its pollinator.
Camellia sasanquas are still in flower and Camellia japonicas are budding up so
now is the perfect time to come and see the amazing variety of colour and flower
forms available these days. New season rhododendrons are now in stock and also
budding up nicely. Both camellias and rhodos love our acidic soils and with the
addition of some manure or other organic matter will provide a beautiful,
flowering evergreen shrub to soften our bare winter gardens.
After all this rain, check for any spots in the garden where water is not able to
drain away. Most plants will tolerate wet feet for a short time but long term water
logging could mean trouble. Consider providing extra drainage or changing your
plantings to cope with these conditions.
Enjoy winter in your garden. Some work now will ensure a picture perfect spring.

Due to a lack of entries the Poetry competition has been extended until the due date
for the next newsletter which is the 15th July.
Calling all budding poets in Robertson
and surrounding districts. We need
you to submit your works for the
inaugural Robertson Poetry Prize 2003.
There are three categories in the
poetry awards:
·
Under 12’s (prize $25),

Building Supplies
31 Hoddle Street
Robertson 2577

·
·

Under 18’s (prize $25)
Over 18 years (prize $50).

In addition, winners will receive a
hand-made plate to commemorate
their win, made by Celeste Coucke of
Cloud Farm, Mount Murray.
The theme of this year’s competition

is “Community” and entrants are asked
to submit their poems by July 15th to
the Robertson News.
Judges are local writers Stephen
Fearnley, Lucy Palmer, Chantal Grech,
and Arthur Jackson, and winning
entries (and others if there is space)
will be published in the next newsletter.

COOKERY CORNER
APRICOT FUDGE CAKE
Soak ½ cup of apricots
(shredded) for 2 hours.
Cream 120 g butter
180 g brown sugar
Add 2 eggs, beaten
60 g melted chocolate
1 tbsp apricot juice (strained
from soaked apricots)
1 tsp vanilla
strained apricots
2 cups of S.R. flour sifted with
¼ tsp. carb soda
¾ cup of milk.
Bake in a moderate oven for 45
minutes
Ice with 2 tbsp of cocoa
remaining apricot juice
60 g of butter
(all heated)
mixed with 120 g of icing sugar.
Sprinkle with grated chocolate.
A good rich, moist cake, for
special occasions.

I call him The Elusive Mailman.
He's always there but never seen.
This hooded, whether wind or hail man,
Down streets, through gates, round village
green.
The dogs in town all know he's coming
And hurl their barks towards the sound
Of sturdy engine, splutter-humming,
With Helmet on his daily round.

John Massetti, described as
“Australia’s leading autograph
dealer”, has a simple philosophy
about the childhood passion that has
become his lifelong career.
“I just love meeting famous people. I
get a real buzz out of it. Getting the
autograph is secondary, really it’s just
meeting the people,” he says.
Sitting in the backroom of one of
Robertson’s most bustling new main
street businesses,
Essential
Botanicals, run by his wife Sheila,
John says he began autograph
collecting as a child.
“It started when I was about ten and
we lived in Christchurch, New
Zealand. The only people who came
to Christchurch were rugby and
cricket players. My first famous
autograph came from Colin Meads,
who played for the All-Blacks in the
1960’s.”
John continued to collect autographs
and had several brushes with fame in
the 1970’s when he lived in places
such as Los Angeles and London. “I
bumped into Ronnie Wood when I
lived in LA, and then later in London
found myself opening a lift door for
Charlie Watts.”
John pursued a career in the clothing
industry, but continued to collect
autographs as a hobby. That was
until 1993, when he decided to
develop his passion into a full-time
career as an international dealer and
collector.
Now John runs “Wall of Fame”, a
celebrity autograph business which
sells signed memorabilia from a
range of famous singers and actors
including Barbra Streisand, Robert de
Niro, Sir Anthony Hopkins, Elizabeth
Taylor, and Jack Nicholson.

A cheery bloke. A wave of well-met.
Relied upon come heats or chills.
I wonder who's inside that helmet.
Bringing all those painful bills.

With grateful thanks to the
village Postie for a job
constantly well done.
Arthur Jackson. 18/5/03.

He also provides an authentication
service, verifying whether autographs
are genuine. Recently John was
asked to check a photograph of the

Beatles with their names signed above
each band member. To the owner, it
appeared as though the signatures
were original, but John was able to
point out that they were in fact printed,
and were therefore of no commercial
value. He says disappointing people in
this way is not something he enjoys!
A far more costly lesson for one
Beatles fan came last year when John
revealed that the fan had paid
$48,000 for forged Beatles signatures,
bought at auction in Melbourne.
Among John’s prized collections are a
set of autographs from every Formula
One World Champion since 1906,
which took 12 years to compile, and
costs $45,000.
Another interesting commission that
John was given recently, was from a
political historian who wanted a
complete set of autographs from every
Australian Prime Minister since
Federation. This cost $35,000 .Once
this was done, the historian then asked
John to repeat the exercise – only this
time he wants the signatures on prime
ministerial letterhead.
During the exercise of locating the
orignial prime minister’s signatures,
John says many of the letters were
historically fascinating, opening up a
whole new branch of interest for him
as a collector. John even has a whole
collection of letters written between
England and the Australian colonial
administration during the 1890’s and
1900’s concerning the production of
silver coinage in Australia.
“I really enjoy looking at these old
documents. I’m learning about things I
know nothing about – this is what I
now get a kick out of,” John says.
The Wall of Fame catalogue can be
found at Essential Botanicals, between
the Waters General Store and the
Robertson Country Inn.

EXPERIENCE OUR NEWEST VISITOR DESTINATION

O’Connor Pumps & Electrical

—

—
-

Ph - 02 4465 1451

Lic No 40696C

-

A council meeting was held in February
2003, to discuss the upgrading of the
public toilet facilities near the tennis
courts in Robertson. A completion date
has been set for late 2003, assuming
that all applications and approvals have
been met by June 2003.
Work on the Caalong Street Bridge and
pedestrian walkway, and the Robertson
Multi-Purpose Slab/Skate Park, has been
held up due to recent wet weather.

State Rail has engaged HCL Associated
Australia Pty Ltd to consult and report
on the future of the Robertson Railway
Station. A questionnaire has been
circulated to Robertson Business
Association (RBA) members, and a copy
can be picked up at the Robertson
Newsagency for residents who would
like to offer suggestions. We’ll keep you
posted.
The Burrawang Herald is out now and
available at the Robertson Newsagent

and other local businesses.
Kathy Mant needs help in raising money
for our Scout Hall. The main objective is
to upgrade the hall and its facilities. Any
help would be appreciated. Call Kathy on
0411 244 151.
Michelle and John Alcorn from
Kangaloon, had a big win at the Royal
Easter Show in the Dairy Section.
Michelle says they won one 1st prize, two
2nd prizes and a 3rd prize. The cow that
won 1st prize also won best milk
production in the over 5 years dry cow
category.
Robertson Pre-School has received a
$6000 State Government grant to be
used for shade cloth in the playground
and also to heat the building.

-

Children’s book illustrator – Julie Vivas is
to visit the children of Robertson Primary
School
Constable Sue Devlin will be at the
Robertson Police Station with Darren Farr
for six weeks, as part of her probation
period of twelve month.
Robertson Railway Station is open every
Wednesday and Sunday 1.00pm to
4.00pm. For more information phone
Helen or David Tranter on 48 851 394.
Rail Heritage books on sale for $5.00
Robertson Guild products are on display
at the Village Woodworks. For more
information please phone Neil Atkins on
48 851 328
The next Robertson Village Market is on
Sunday 8th June. Don’t forget this
monthly market at the Robertson School
of Arts is on the second Sunday of every
month.
Pizzas in the Mist, is the featured
Restaurant in Hospitality magazine’s
“Success Story” for their March issue.
The magazine is circulated throughout
the whole industry.
The magazine
described the restaurant as “the kind of
hospitality that sees no class distinction
among customers; where dairy farmers
dine with doctors and Mercedes are
parked out front with Falcon Utes.” Well
done to the Borberly’s.
Local Robertson artists Celeste Coucke
and Stephen Fearnley, are also featured
in a national magazine this month,
Country Style, Australia’s leading rural
style magazine.

-

Book Group – if anyone is interested in
starting up a book group to meet every
six weeks, please contact Sarah Rolon on
4885 2374. A fun thing to do on cold
winter evenings over a glass of wine.

Community Notices
Australia’s Biggest
Morning Tea
Thank you to all who participated in
any way with special thanks to the
School Band and Choir, and to the
young Irish Dancers.
The morning raised $382.25 for the
Cancer Council.

PUTTING ON THE
RITZ

Winners of the raffle were:
Fruit & Vegetables Ken Compagnoni
Chicken
Pat Bosa
Bottle of Wine
Fran Stead

On Wednesday 25th June, Warilla
Senior Citizens Club is coming to visit
for the day, arriving between 10.00
and 10.30am. There will be games,
singalong, soup & slice lunch—all for
$5.00.
You don’t have to be a member of our
club—just come and have a day out.
Please ring either Lydia Maynard on
4885 1730 or Joan Compagnoni on
4885 1280

J. Compagnoni
Robertson School of Arts.

-

-

-

Robertson Public School P & C will
host a meeting to discuss the
purchase and location of a
community defibrillator for our
community. As we all know, the
isolation of our village and the
distance from the nearest Ambulance
Station leaves us vulnerable at times.
Ian Kennerley from the Royal Life
Saving Society will be giving a short
presentation and will answer any
questions you may have.

7 days a week.
Buses pick-up and drop off from
outside Waters General Store (going to
Moss Vale) and opposite at the old
potato shed (going to Wollongong).

The Wingecarribee Shire Mobile Library calls at Robertson every
second Tuesday to provide a wide range of books - fiction, nonfiction, large print, books on tape and children's books.
The dates and times are:
commencing 17th June - every second Tuesday
12.45 - 1.30 p.m.
at the Community Hall
1.30 - 2.30 p.m.
at the Robertson Primary School.
Readers can put in requests for particular books by asking on the
day, or by ringing the library on 4861 1167.
Within the next few months, the complete library catalogue will be
on the internet, making selection of books much simpler for those
with that facility.

From Robertson:
4.55am
7.30am
8.25am
12.30pm
3.05pm
18.20pm
18.15pm

to Wollongong
to Wollongong
to Moss Vale and Bowral
to Moss Vale
to Wollongong
to Moss Vale
to Wollongong

To Robertson
(from Bowral train station)
7am
5.40pm

to Robertson
to Robertson

To Robertson
(from Moss Vale train station)
2.40pm
to Robertson

Church Services
We apologise that some of the phone numbers were incorrect last month.

-

-

—

