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Our little town of Robertson will once again be put on the
map. Why you say? For what? How can we beat the big
potato? A nice cold beer at the Robbo pub? A shower with
soaps from Essential Botanicals? A coffee and chocolates
at Inside Story? A handcrafted woolly jumper at the Old
Potato Shed? Or a lively spiced dinner made with
ingredients from our internationally renowned Harvest?

years of work has culminated in the making of their first
batches of retail quality cheese. Having had the pleasure of
tasting, I must say, it was worth the wait. The camembert
was smooth and tasty and did not have the overpowering
mould taste a camembert can have. The blue vein that they
are trialling is exquisite having just the right combination of
ingredients to leave a melody in your mouth for many
minutes. In fact all their cheeses are fantastic.
Future plans for Small Cow Farm are to make more cheese
and make it well. They plan on conquering their doorstep
first, continuing to provide only to special outlets and to
expand their market further down the South Coast, Sydney,
and ACT. You won’t find their cheese in the large chain food
retailers because Small Cow Farm has chosen to measure
their growth to the quality of their output and not measure
growth to the quantity they can mass manufacture. Their
goals do not include sacrificing quality for quantity, making a
lot of cheese; rather they want to make high quality limited
quantity and do it right.

Well this time it’s cheese made by Robertson’s newest
addition… Small Cow Farm, a manufacturer of boutique
cheeses.
Lesley, Amy and Mark Williams and a whole bunch of
Dexter cows have finished their first production cycle back
in April this year of what may well turn out to be one of the
best selling boutique cheeses in NSW.
In the short time we spent on the Small Cow Farm, we
learnt that there was a lot more to making cheese than
just stirring curd. First, you need to get the right cows. The
Williams’ chose Dexter cows of Irish origin for their quality
cheese making milk. Then you would need to be prepared
to put in a lot of time and money to learn everything there
is to know about cheese, then install a very expensive ultra
sanitary facility to milk, make and store the cheese during
the 8 week process, prior to packaging.
The success of this business lies in the Williams’
overseeing every step of the cheese making, from the
paddock to the palate. The Williams’ are doing it right. Five

Their world class camembert, brie, fetta and blue vein are a
testament to this philosophy and are on the marketplace
now. You can purchase their cheese at the Bowral Farmer’s
markets, Kiama’s Produce markets and of course
Robertson’s own markets. So don’t just take my word for it,
get some and see for yourself.
Nicola O’Brien and Steven Peacock.
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Readers may have noted the ads in
recent editions of the Newsletter for

InterIors
-

-

Fran and Adam moved to Robertson
five years ago. After three years of
hard work, they have achieved their
Organic Certification for the property,
they also supply their free range eggs
to an award winning cafe in Bowral.
After working in the interior design
industry for more than 20 years, Fran
has an eye for detail and successfully
fulfills all her clients needs.
She has a working knowledge of all
blinds, curtains, and all aspects of
soft furnishings with an extensive
fabric sample range.
Interior and Exterior colours are
Frans forte'.
For a colour consultation please
phone 4885 1611 or 0414 377067
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Fran loves living in the Southern
Highlands with her lovely husband
Adam and equally lovely son
Benjamin.
-

—

-
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Mind Over Muscle

PILATES CLASSES
@
Robertson Bowling Club
By appointment .
Personal classes also available
Teal
4885 2490 or 4885 2329

Emilie Veivers and Jessica Lovell
recently Irish danced for the Prime
Minister John Howard, at a Private
event in Bundanoon on the 8th of July.

team will be calling themselves “The
Spudies”. We wish the players all the
best and hope they do well.

Congratulations to Kachina Dimmock
and Kate Fitzgerald for once again
being selected to perform at the
Sydney Opera House on the 8th of
August in the Festival of Instrumental
Music.

Some of Robertson’s young people
have been doing some exciting things
recently. Rachel Vaughan and Nicky
Burke are both on working holidays in
the U.S.A. The girls are at different
summer camps. Pru Hayward has
recently returned from 16 days in the
Solomon Islands. Pru was one of 12
students and teachers from the
Southern Highlands Christian School.
While in the Solomon Islands the group
spent time in a jungle village, where
they helped with basic first aid.

********

********

********

********
Congratulations to Ross and Deahne
Brumfield, on the birth of their baby girl
Bridie Siobhan Brumfield. Bridie was
born on the 13th of July at Bowral and
District Hospital.
********
Seven of Robertson’s many fine rugby
league players and two from Moss Vale
have left to join Aaron De Jager in
England, and will be playing a round
robin football competition in Holland
starting on the 6th of August. The
Robertson players going over are
Matthew Bell, Frank Cassar, Aaron De
Jager, Jim Thompson, Douglas Tilley,
Mark Watling and Adam Vaughan. The

This year fifty-two grants have been
given out to non profit Wingecarribee
Shire community groups. The grants
total $101,702 and were given out
by the Wingecarribee Grants Scheme.
Seven of the fifty-two grants were
given out to community groups in
Robertson. The seven lucky projects
that received funding in Robertson
were; painting the inside of the
School of Arts, air conditioning in the
Community Center, picnic tables for
the C.T.C, the Robertson Showground
Trust for an accessible hand railing,
Robertson Tennis Club to resurface
courts and replace edging, Robertson
October Spring Festival for banners
and poles and the Robertson
Business Association to buy and
plant bulbs in the main street. Well
done.
********
Congratulations to Bob and Violet
Lymbery on their 60th wedding
anniversary. Best wishes from your
many friends.

Worlds First Certified Organic

Skin Care, Health & Hair Care
Products

Made to Australian & International Certified Food Standards

Free Skin Consultation with every enquiry.

Condolences to the Mauger family on
the Death of Rosie Mauger.
********
The people from the popular magazine
Country Life have done an article on
Essential Botanicals, which will be in
one of the issues between now, and
Christmas. Be sure not to miss it.
********
Congratulations to Jo Bisby, Daniel Cox
and Kylie Bisby for being selected to
play in the NSW Country Hockey sides.
The Australian Country National
Championships will be held in Berri,
South Australia. The teams will train for
two days before playing seven games
in seven days. They will be playing for
the title of Australia’s best regional
team. Good Luck.
********
If you have any articles for the Village
Snippets please leave them at the
Newsagency

For Rent
Burrawang—3 Bedroom, garage, wood fire - $240pw
Burrawang—3 Bedroom timber cottage—$550
Robertson—3 Bedroom, gas heating, carport, fenced yard - $200pw
Robertson—4 Bedroom, gas heating, single garage - $210pw
Robertson—5 Bedroom home with fenced yard and garage—$250

On July 4th, over 30 RBA members
attended a convivial annual general
meeting and dinner at the Bowling
Club. President Rona Goold reported a
busy year for the RBA, with new
business activity in the town reflected
in increased membership. She warmly
welcomed new members, including the
CTC.
It has been some time since Council has provided the community with an update
on progress with the Robertson Sewerage Scheme and the Robertson Newsletter
has kindly agreed to include this update in this edition.
Preliminary environmental assessment of the proposed scheme was undertaken
in early 2004 and Council subsequently selected Site A3, within the previously
identified property near the showground. Negotiations to purchase the site were
unsuccessful and Council ultimately resolved to proceed to compulsory
acquisition. This has been a very time consuming process, which was
complicated by the need to obtain approval from Transgrid for the access to the
site to cross its high voltage power line easement. Confirmation of the Minister’s
concurrence to the compulsory acquisition is expected from the NSW Department
of Local Government in the very near future.
Proposals have recently been sought from a number of qualified and experienced
consultants to finalise the environmental assessment and produce the
Environmental Impact Statement.
The details of the scheme remain as previously advised in newsletters distributed
by Council. These include the following:

1. Sewage Collection System - Council still has two options under consideration.
A pressure sewerage system for the whole village and a “Hybrid” option involving
a combination of gravity sewers for the main catchment area and pressure
sewerage for three smaller areas. There are advantages and disadvantages with
either system, but either would provide a high level of service for Robertson.
2. Sewage Treatment Plant - As mentioned above, site A3 was selected as the
preferred STP location. The plant is also to be fully enclosed and screened by
landscaping.
Effluent Management System - Treated effluent is to be transferred downstream
of Wingecarribee Dam for agricultural re-use or discharge to the river. Details of
the effluent re-use proposal are to be developed concurrently with the EIS.
For further information please contact Council’s Sewerage Projects Coordinator,
Mark Williams, on 4872 3708.

Phil Vickery, Ross Brumfield, Sheila
and John Massetti, Bernard and
Dorothy Eddy, Barry Lee, Belinda
Borberly, Dion & Micki Boehme,and
Hope Waters were thanked for
particular efforts during the year.
Radio advertising, the Potato Souvenir
bag, the redesign of the brochure, and
the "BYO" re-usable bags were
significant projects during the year,
with Neil & Heather Tate particularly
thanked for their valuable support for
the BYO bags and Jan Giblin for the
design. Thanks to Judy Fiske for ably
representing the RBA at the Southern
Highlands Chamber. Bernie, Lorraine
and Vera were currently being
particularly supportive of planning for
the 2nd Spring Festival, as was Zac, in
organising the talent quest, and the
Bowling Club in providing a venue for
the Big Band. Indeed, thanks to all
those who, through the RBA or
individually, supported new initiatives,
and village events.
The RBA was in the process of
developing a Marketing plan, planning
an Annual Budget, Investigating
sponsoring programs on Community
Radio - the cost of Group print
advertising - the production of decals
and car bumper stickers - and would
look further at the idea of producing
Robertson Post cards. This year, the
RBA will continue to follow-up Traffic
calming and other main road issues,
and Cherry Tree and Daffodil planting.
We are also looking at a Roberson
Cont →

Cont……..
Spring Water promotion. Bottled Mist?
She believed the RBA's continued
membership of "Tourism Partners" was
important. We now have a direct link to
our Website from the official Southern
Highlands Tourism site.
Hopefully with this year will see an
extended events program that covers
the whole year - The Show - Handmade
in the Highlands - Potato Tuesday - a
vintage car day - Spring Festival Railway Fair. The Fettlers Shed Gallery
is also active. Leanne Stephanic is
developing exhibitions thoughout the
year.
Rona urged RBA members to chat with
their customers about the many
activities in the village. The event page
is the most visited page on the website.
People are looking for something to do.
The more we spread the word the more
we all benefit. All businesses should for
instance have the website on their ads
& cards.
The RBA will be working with the CTC,
the Guild and Leanne to develop a
media contact list and a plan for
regularly letting local papers and radio
know about what's happening at the
Eastern Gateway to the Southern
Highlands. Increased visitation from
the Coast is an important priority
Above all, Rona's aim as President has
been to demonstrate that by working
together, we can all receive the
benefits of common effort. This is not
only good for our business, but also
good for our quality of life. She wished
everyone a great year - business-wise
and personally.
Rona was warmly thanked by members
for the great energy and dedication she
had brought to the Association.She
was re-elected President for the
coming year

-
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Dirty
Dick’s

An unforgettable might of Medieval mirth and merriment!

O’Connor Pumps & Electrical

—

—

Laugh-a-long, feast-a-long, clap-a-long and sing-a-long with
Crazy Kings, Courtly Queens, Jolly Jesters, Dashing
Knights, Lusty Wenches & Mad Minstrels.

Ph - 02 4465 1451
Mob - 0413 314 877

A brilliant stage show—madcap comedy, witty songs, saucy
fun, hysterical games, whacky audience
involvement…..plus a magnificent sumptuous traditional
banquet served by wondrous wenches & lusty lads.

Lic No 40696C
Barrengarry

Always new and different entertainment each year!

Out Of the Old
Preparing your Home for a Bushfire Threat.
Prepare for Bushfire All Year Round.
Eighty-six homes were destroyed by bushfire in NSW during the 2002 - 2003 fire
season. One hundred and nine were destroyed in 2001-2002.
Hundreds more homes faced the threat of Bushfire. Many survived while their
neighbours burnt down.
These properties survived not only because firefighters could provide protection,
but also because they were properly prepared and defended by able-bodied
homeowners.
The RFS can help you increase the chance of your property surviving bushfire by
helping you prepare. Call our local Fire Control centre in Mittagong or go to yhr
RFS website (www.rfs.nsw.gov.au) for advice.
Local Statistics
There are more than 10500 bushfire prone properties, built next to bushland in
the Camden, Campbelltown, Wollondilly and Wingecarribee districts.
Fires that affected Mittagong in November 2002 destroyed three homes, one
factory, three sheds, three Vehicles as well as numerous fences.
Wingecarribee alone has over 20 active Rural Fire Brigades. Including Robertson
Burrawang, Avoca. Plus Robertson area has an extra Brigade that is not in
Wingecarribee area. Carrington Falls Rural fire service.
How to Prepare Your Home
A well prepared home is safer from bushfire attack. Do this work throughout the
year, not when bushfire approaches.
Clear ground fuels around the house. Remove long dry grass, dead leaves,
branches and thick undergrowth. Clear gutters of leaf litter. The above items
catch fire easily and can present a real risk to your home in a fire situation.
Also it would help to screen vents into the roof space with wire mesh, enclose
underfloor areas and install screens or shutters if possible.
Nothing can guarantee your homes safety in a bush fire situation, but a well
prepared house has a much high chance of coming thought a fire emergency than
one that in not.

and intO the new!!!

POst Offices, that is.
At 5 pm on Friday the 29th July , Ron
and Lyn Kerwand closed the post office
in the arcade and on Monday the 1st
August the new Post Office opened in
the building that we have watched Ron
build wit great interest. For a while it
didn’t look like much but as Ron put on
t he finis hing t ouc hes it was
transformed into a welcome addition to
the Robertson business centre. The
new Post Office will have much more
space and is bright and airy. The
parking will be easier and by mid
August there will be extra private mail
boxes available for Robertson
residents.
Well done Ron and we wish you both
much success at the new premises.

DEAHNE'S DESIGNER NAILS & BEAUTY
DEAHNE BRUMFIELD

4885 1447
FACIALS - WAXING - WEDDING MAKE UP - LASH & BROW TINTING
ACRYLIC NAILS - MANICURES - PEDICURES - EAR PIERCING - JEWELLERY
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

Community Notices
Needles and Pins

Janet Cosh was the grand-daughter of
Louisa Atkinson of “Oldbury”, Moss
Vale, one of Australia’s early botanists,
artists and journalists. Inheriting her
family’s passion for the natural history
of the Southern Highlands, Janet and
her friend Rachael Roxburgh wandered
widely about the countryside, observing
and collecting native plants, which
Janet identified, illustrated and
preserved for posterity. This historic
collection was bequeathed on her
death to the University of Wollongong
who established a herbarium in her
name for teaching and research.

·
·
·
·

In 1991, Belinda Pellow was employed
as a botanist to take care of the
collection which had, by this time,
become more widely known as the
main regional herbarium for the
Illawarra and Southern Highlands.
There are currently over 8,500
specimens in the collection, as well as
Janet’s botanical drawings, notebooks
and maps. The staff of the herbarium
provides expert advice on plant
identification, floral surveys and land
management. The Director is Associate
-Professor Kris French, the Curator
Belinda Pellow, the Honorary Fellow
Jean Clarke. Jean will be assisting
Belinda to present the talk.

Robert Harling found himself looking at
his small nephew, and lamenting the
fact that he would never know how
wonderful his mother had been.
A
friend suggested writing a short story
for the boys, and what resulted was
this two act play.

—

–

Stalls on the Village Common – Local
produce, Market Stalls, Car boot sale,
food stalls
Aboriginal art show, animals on show,
music, station museum, Railway 2nd
hand book shop, and many other
activities are planned.
If you are interested in running a stall
for the weekend or one or two days,
joining in the car boot sale, or being
involved in any other activity, please
contact Anne Wilson on 4885 1598
or email me at
anne.wilson@mercer.
com
and I will send you
further information. We
especially want to
promote local produce
Laurelle Boland
and local people.

Southern Highlands
Funerals
Colin &

The Highlands Theatre Group is proud
to present its August production, STEEL
MAGNOLIAS, written by Robert Harding
and directed by Rebecca Howarth.
Central to the play are Shelby who
suffers from diabetes, and her mother
M’Lynn.
It begins with Shelby’s
wedding day, later the prospective birth
of her child, and the complications
which arise. This play is based on
Harling’s own life. His sister, Susan,
was a diabetic and, like Shelby,
desperately wanted to have a baby,
and likewise developed complications.

The story revolves around six women
who live in the small town of
Chinquapin in Louisiana. The play is
set entirely in Truvy’s Beauty Spot, the
local beauty salon, a place where the
women share their joys and woes. The
other women in the story, Truvy and
Annelle,
Clairee
and
Ouiser,
characterise the support and comfort
provided to Harling’s family that he
found so remarkable.
The sense of community and mutual
support among these women is
immensely strong.
The play was made into a great movie
which starred greats such as Shirley
Maclaine, Julia Roberts and Sally Field.
This story is about real people. The
characters in the play are not
caricatures of ‘the dumb blonde’ or
‘the crotchety old lady’. They are multidimensional characters with a variety
of personal attributes, which endear
them to us as the story runs its course.
The cast members for HTG’s
production are seasoned performers,
with many years experience between
them. It’s funny, and moving - and a
MUST-see production.
DATES : August 5,6,12,13,19,20 at
8pm, and August 14 and 20 at 2pm
VENUE : Mittagong Playhouse
TICKETS : $20 adults, $16 concession
BOOKINGS : Southern Highlands
Tourism, Main St Mittagong - 1300
657 559.

The Writings of D. T. Smith.

-

I

mmediately after the Burrawang Tea-meeting it was determined to hold the
Sunday School Feast on the follow Tuesday; accordingly the Booth was allowed
to stand, and proved a useful erection. At an early hour on Tuesday morning
vehicles were again in requisition. Mr. Elliott's waggonette was kindly placed at the
disposal of those who chose to avail themselves of it, and conveyed to the picnic
ground, and brought back at night, a considerable number of visitors and relatives
of the Children.
The children of all denominations were invited to attend; the invitation was freely
given, and as freely accepted, so that the Public School was empty with the
exception of one family. The Minister for Education was asked to close the Public
School on the day of the Feast, seeing that the children of all denominations were
invited, and would probably attend; the Minister refused permission on the negative
ground that it was “inexpedient " to close the School. As little or no use was made
of it on that day, it might well have been closed. It seems inexpedient to keep a
country school open when any Feast or event of general interest is going on. The
Public School Teachers have been too much harassed already in mind and body by
the ill-considered regulations of the new Education Act, without having their
attendance average lowered by some attraction in their neighbourhood. If the
School be kept open the average is reduced, and the Teacher's salary, which rises
and falls with the average attendance, is lowered also. It seems “inexpedient " that
an innocent man should thus be punished for no fault of his own. It is generally
accepted as a trade maxim that no good quantity or quality of work can be expected
from a discontented servant. It would be well for the country if the heads of the
Educational Department redressed this and the many other grievances under which
Teachers suffer—that they would, to make them reassured and comfortable, be
given a little more to the “suaviter in modo," and not acquire the character of being
what is vulgarly called " Jacks in office."
The Feast was of a substantial character, the tables being supplied by the same
ladies who supplied them at our tea-party, thus placing us under a double
obligation. The attendance was upwards of two hundred. A collection was made on
the ground to furnish funds for prizes, which were given to the successful
competitors in the foot-races, jumping, &c. After some tea, at 5 p.m, start was made
for home.

-

—

Church Services

