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A finalist in the NSW Landcare Awards, Robertson Environment Protection Society (REPS) took out the Gold in the Bushcare
Nature Conservation Category. Their success was announced at the NSW Landcare Forum Awards dinner, on Friday 19th
August in Wagga Wagga, NSW.
About 450 participants attended the 5th NSW Landcare Forum, held in conjunction with the Landcare Awards at Wagga
Wagga, over the 19-20 August. Keynote Speakers were the Right Honourable Ian Sinclair AC, President of the Murray Darling
Basin Commission and Professor Bob Douglas, AO, Chair of Australia 21. The Forum theme was “Leaving Smaller Footprints”,
which focussed attention on treading lightly on the environment while sustaining economic activity.
‘This is a fantastic achievement for REPS’ local Landcare Coordinator Kristy Bewert said ‘There are over 1800 landcare groups
in NSW and to be selected as the best in their category in the state is very high praise indeed.’
REPS was formed in 1990, with the aim: “To promote the protection and enhancement of the Robertson environment” and it
has pursued that aim for nearly 15 years with the aid of more than 100 members. An important part of this aim has been to
protect and rehabilitate the Robertson Rainforest
which is now recognized as an “Endangered
Ecological Community”. REPS holds monthly
weeding days in the Robertson Nature Reserve,
has published a species identification booklet
which has been given to local landholders, has
helped local landholders fence their rainforest
remnants, identify their plant species and advised
on rainforest regeneration. The weed removal and
replanting on public land that REPS has done
along Caalang Creek has been supported by funds
from the Council Environment Levy and Sydney
Catchment Authority. The aim is to rehabilitate the
banks of the creek to improve its water quality and
provide habitat for small birds and other animals.
REPS is one of many voluntary Landcare groups in
Wingecarribee Shire whose valuable community
contribution deserves wider recognition. The
Society were very pleased to receive this
distinguished award, which recognises the hard
work done by its members over many years. As a
state gold award winner, REPS receives automatic
entry into the National Landcare Awards, to be
held in Melbourne in October 2006.
-

.

When passing through Robertson
on a trip to visit relatives in Kiama,
Robert Shakeshaft of Moss Vale
Village Pharmacy remarked to his
wife Fiona that it was odd that
Robertson didn’t have a pharmacy.
Having spent 14 months in England
following their marriage in 2001,
Robert and Fiona moved back to
Moss Vale, purchasing the
pharmacy and beginning their
family with the birth of Georgia and
then Mia. It has been a long
process going through the
government requirements, finding a
pharmacist, finding and fitting out a
shop but Robertson will finally have
a pharmacy in November.
Robert resourced his pharmacist
from England with Robert and
Sarika West moving from Windsor
to start up the pharmacy. Robert
graduated from the University of
London in 1991. Robert and Sarika
have been married for 4 years.
Robert believes that life is a journey
that one travels and you should just
hop on and enjoy the ride. Having
travelled extensively through
Europe, Asia, Africa and America,
Australia was their last frontier.
Having thought of escaping London
and it's confined spaces for a few
years the wide spaces of Australia
were always their first choice
destination. Robert and Sarika are
very much looking forward to the
challenge of finally providing
Robertson with the pharmacy that it
so richly deserves and needs.

-

-

-

On the 26th and 27th of August a large spectacular was being performed in
the Wollongong entertainment centre, one so spectacular that not many
would expect it from public schools just from the south coast-and hardly
anyone would suspect some of the stars to come form Robertson itself.
Southern stars is a public education school spectacular put on at the
Wollongong Entertainment Centre. It is sponsored by BHP Steel, WIN, Integral
Energy, and many others! There are about 66 schools involved, 2000
dancers, 700 choir members, a 40 piece band and the featured artists!
Cathryn and Rebekah Ricketts were both chosen as featured artists for
southern stars 2005! Over 500 singers from the southern coast and inland
auditioned to be featured artists for this year's southern stars, and for Cathryn
and Rebekah to both be chosen was wonderful. The audition process was very
long and challenging and after many months of rehearsal in Wollongong they
were given a couple of solo songs each. A big congratulation also goes to
Natalie Gray for being selected as a Keyboardist in the show band this year!
The standard of the musicians in this band are very high, and it was
absolutely wonderful to have such a talented young girl representing the
highlands in the band!
This year the choir from Robertson would not have been able to go ahead
without the wonderful support of these teachers: Stephen Gray, Cheryl
Ricketts, Martine Rolff, Paula Tutt, and Alison Mitchinson.
Robertson Primary School had a great representation in the mass choir at
Southern Stars. There were 28 members under the great leadership of the
people listed above. Thank you and congratulations also to all of you!
Everyone who participated in Southern Stars 2005 from Robertson should be
extremely proud of themselves! You did a fantastic job and really showed the
wonderful things a little town can do! Congratulations!

Kate Marwood-Craig (Builders Barn)
and Greg Craig are proud to let
everyone know that Hannah Craig has
been awarded an overseas scholarship
for 12 months study in Switzerland for
2006. Hannah is 16, she will leave
Australia in late January 2006 and
return in early 2007. Hannah will be
travelling by herself stopping at
Bangkok, Paris and then Switzerland.
During her year in Switzerland Hannah
will stay with three different families
and will attend a local school. She will
also join other exchange students on a
four-week tour of Europe called
Eurotrek. The Bowral Mittagong Rotary
Club is sponsoring her to complete her
Year 11 studies overseas.
Congratulations Hannah, enjoy your
year.
It’s the end of winter and the winter
sports competitions as well. We
congratulate all the sport teams that
got to their grand finals and all the
teams that participated, because with
out you there would be no competition.
Special congratulations to our junior
rugby league for their win in the under
10’s and under 14’s. It’s worth
mentioning that the under 10’s came
out of the season undefeated - well
done! Congratulations must also go to
our ladies soccer team for their grand
final effort and the hockey girls for their
win.
The 1st Grade Women’s Hockey team
are champions for a second year
running. Jo Bisby has been chosen to
play in the Australian Country team and
will be travelling to compete in Fiji next
April. Kylie Bisby was selected as a
shadow NSW Country Team member.
Jo Bisby won the best rep player for the
district and Brooke Handley won best
u/21 district player.

—

The Robertson Pie Shop has also
been achieving, receiving the
following awards at the ‘Great Aussie
Meat Pie Competition‘:

–

Gold - Chicken & Vegetable
Gold - Vegetable
Silver - Curry beef - Chunky beef Chunky curry - Curry chicken
Bronze - Plain beef.
Congratulations Will and Jenny.
Inside Story has relocated and can be
found next to Harvest so do drop in
and say hi to Suzie in her new shop.
Amirun has relocated her business to
shop 10 in the Village Centre and
Sali will be opening in shop 12, with a
range of clothes and jewellery
available soon.
The Baby Health Clinic nurse tells
that the number of babies being born
in the area is increasing and on that
note, we’d like to offer a our
congratulations to Snejana and Alan
Steele of Lemmons Rd on the birth of
their new bub Serena. Serena shares
her birthday with her mother Snejana
and is a new sister for her 18 month
old brother, Max. Neighbour Steve
Carey is looking forward to hearing
the voices of children on the upper
part of Lemmons Rd again.
During the summer months cricket
teams will be active in the town. If
you are interested, contact Peter
Emery on 48 851 068.
Just recently, Mark Lovell shaved his
head for Bluey Day and raised $1400
for children living with cancer. Mark
also sold raffle tickets as part of his
fundraising efforts and Dennis from
Harvest won the major prize - a new
beaut barbeque!

–

Local resident and Director of Tashi Palkhiel Charity, Chris Catsanis has secured a major
Cultural coup for Robertson. Internationally acclaimed Tibetan performing artists, Tenzin
Choegyal, Dawa Dolma and Nyima Tashi will be performing at a Fundraising performance
for the Charity at the School of Arts on Saturday, November 19 at 7.00pm. Also performing
are Sydney duo Aqualash and a talented local Acapella group.
Numbers are strictly limited for this once only performance and tickets are only $45 ($35
concession) and are available from local Robertson businesses Harvest Ingredients,
Robertson Service Centre, the Robertson Supermarket and from Equilibrium in Bowral. For
phone bookings please call Chris on 4885 1045.

“The human body is a central issue to
how we view ourselves and our society”
stated Master potter Neil Boughton
when he opened a wonderful new
exhibition at the Forge Gallery in
Caalong St Robertson.
On display are exquisite miniature
paintings, larger works, masterful
sculptures, ceramics and antiques, all
featuring the human form in a most
delightful manner.

“The evenings line up is impressive and promises to be a cultural treat for Southern
Highlanders and I am thrilled to be able to bring this event to Robertson” said Chris
Catsanis. “We are always grateful for the assistance of Robbo locals who have supported
us in untold ways over the last couple of years and this is a great way to acknowledge
that.”
Tenzin Choegyal performs traditional Tibetan music using his voice as his major
instrument. His nomadic background is a strong influence in his performing style in which
intense vocals are typical.
Tenzin, a Tibetan in Exile, has called Australia home since 1997 and he has agreed to
perform in Robertson along with Dawa Dolma and Nyima Tashi to assist Tashi Palkhiel
Australia to raise funds for its December 2005 Educational and Dental trip to Nepal to
assist local Nepalis and Tibetans in Exile.
Nyima and Dawa are both graduates of the Tibetan Institute of Performing Arts,
Dharamsala. Their international performances spanned throughout Europe, the USA,
Switzerland and Japan.
Aqualash are Sydney based Sarah Lorien and Michael Trifunovic, together they have
developed a very unique musicial identity. Utilising the acoustic and electric domains their
songs are at once direct and hypnotic in texture, sound and reach.
Tashi Palkhiel Directors work closely with the Dalai Lama’s representatives in Canberra
and Kathmandu and this team of dedicated Dental and Education Practicitioners have
volunteered their time and resources to helping the poorest and most needy members of
both local Nepali and Tibetan Refugee communities for the past 15 years.
The Australian team of dentists and dental nurses skill share with local Nepali dentists
supported by the Nepali Government relief agency , ADRA Nepal. All monies raised are
spent on much needed equipment, supplies and the local Nepali dental team. The
Australian team covers all their own expenses including airfares, hotels and meals. For
more information see the website www.tashipa.com

Neil complimented the gallery on its
fine standard and said that it was the
first fine art gallery in Robertson, and
an asset to the town.
The exhibition runs until the end of
October, open weekends only from
10am until 4pm, and gallery owner
Janet Waterlow assures all visitors of a
most warm welcome. Do not miss the
chance to see this fine exhibition.

Don’t Forget
October is

in Robertson.

Farewell to Mrs Gail Menzies.
Looking forward to the warmer months, the Robertson
Ratepayers Association (RRA) has been busy planning for the
upcoming Robertson Spring Festival.
In conjunction with the Robertson Business Association, the RRA
is presenting Opera on Sydney Harbour comes to Robertson on
Sunday 23 October at 2.00pm at the Robertson School of Arts.
Six members of the Opera on Sydney Harbour ensemble will be
performing a selection of favourite arias and duets from the
world’s best loved operatic works.
Tickets are available from members of the Spring Festival
Committee and the RRA. Contact Robert on 4885 1220 or
Bernie on 4861 4122 for further details.
Over the past months, a number of concerns were brought to the
attention of the RRA. As a result, the Association invited
Councillors from Wingecarribee Shire Council to inspect these
first hand and the following actions were recommended:
·

·

·
·

·

·

Council will ask the RTA to investigate the possibility of
installing a ‘pedestrian island’ or other traffic calming aid at
the Bus Stops near Waters General Store,
Council will add a pedestrian walkway onto its Priority List at
the railway level crossing at the Illawarra Highway and Meryla
St,
Council will seek funds to clean-up Caalong Creek – in
particular near Caalong St and Hampden Park,
Council also confirmed that the construction of path/
cycleways remained a priority along Caalong St between
Hoddle St and the Showground and along the Illawarra
Highway between Waters General Store and the Old Road,
Council acknowledges that damaged roads would be
progressively repaired as part of its ‘Seal of Approval’
program, and
Excessive blackberry growth along road reserves on May St
were identified & subsequently eradicated.

In addition, the RRA lobbied the Minister for Local Government to
dismiss Council’s proposed rate increase and the Association has
continued to pressure Council to adopt the best sewerage
scheme for the village in a timely manner in the best possible
location.
The end of the Financial Year also saw the re-election of Office
Bearers at the Annual General Meeting. As a result, the RRA
welcomes Geoff and Lyn King to the positions of President and
Treasurer respectively.

After 12 years of managing the
school administration and staff,
parents and students, Gail
Menzies was farewelled by those
associated with the school at an
afternoon tea at Ranleigh House
recently. Gail is well known in the
community working with staff at
both Kangaloon and Glenquarry
schools. As the position demands have increased and the time
required to attend to all those little tasks Gail has decided to
relinquish the position at Kangaloon. We sincerely thank Gail
for her dedication and professionalism in dealing with an office
position, community service and support for students, she will
be missed by all. With the extra time available Gail has assured
us she will remain active and busy and able to enjoy some time
on the farm.
Kangaloon Things we are proud of this year;
Our students, parents and community support which has
enabled success and recognition for all.
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

·
·
·

Emilie and Jessica who danced for the Prime Minister at a
private function at Bundanoon recently
Our kids being offered Piano lessons as an afternoon
school activity
Our school swimming relay team; south coast primary
champions [in record time]and state finalists
Our school athletics relay team will be competing in the
regional championships at Canberra
William W, senior boy athlete champion Bong Bong Sports
Association
David P, credit award in both English and Mathematics
University Competitions
Community support for dance instruction and participation
in the Small Schools Dance Festival
Our school soccer team which made it into round 3 of the
state wide competition [before going down to Central Tilba
2-1]
Our fabulous senior kids and their snow trip along with the
support of 3 very able parents.
Our senior student representatives at local functions
Our junior and senior spelling teams competing in the state
finals this month, Brooke, Daniel, David P and Lucy.
Our P&C and their fund raising events including funding
initiatives to enhance the learning of students

If you have a view on how the village should move forward, why
not join the Robertson Ratepayers Association.

·

The Association meets at 7.45pm on the last Thursday of each
month at the Community Hall.
For more information phone the Secretary on 4885 1599.

And to all our children for their efforts, learning and support for
each other.

Dave Sommers
Liaison Officer – Robertson Ratepayers Association

Southern Highlands
Funerals
Colin & Laurelle Boland

-

Christmas Shopping?
Think local - think Robertson
The high cost of petrol is one good reason to shop for
Christmas close to home. But in fact, that's only one of a
host of good reasons to shop for Christmas in Robertson.
Our village now has such a range of distinctive boutique
shops that it would be hard NOT to find what you're looking
for. Plus, the ease of parking, and the relaxed atmosphere,
guarantee Christmas shopping without the headache.
To see just how much of your Christmas list Robertson can
supply, check out the following list...

-

:The Cheese Shop—Harvest—Statford Park
:Jelly Beanz - Inside Story - Tates
:Tates Supermarket
: The Old Cheese Factory
:Village Nursery
:Old Potato Shed
Gallery - The Forge Gallery, The Village Woodworks Limited Edition Design
:Gallery Serpentine
: Robertson Recollections - Belinda Borbely - Time
Again - The Forge
:Inside Story - Builders Barn
:The Builders Barn
:Essential Botanicals
:Waters Newsagency - the Post Office - Potato Shed
Gallery - Cheese Factory
:Waters Newsagency
:The Post Office
And, of course, to relax after all that shopping, whether
coffee and chocolates, a snack, or a festive meal you've all
the choice in the world - Chats - Pizzas in the Mist Robertson Inn - The Pig and Whistle - the Bowling Club Inside Story - the Old River Grill House - the CTC - the list
goes on.
Robertson has never offered so many Christmas choices.
This year, more than ever before, it makes sense to start
your Christmas shopping close to home.

DEAHNE'S DESIGNER NAILS & BEAUTY
DEAHNE BRUMFIELD

Fashion Jewellery & Hair Accessories
for Weddings & Formals

A LL

TREATMENTS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

4885 1447
—

-

—

-

Community Notices
"TWIN DESERT CHALLENGE"
Friday, October 14th, 7.30pm
Robertson Community Centre
Keith Williams, the new Manager of the
National Parks and Wildlife Service
Visitor Centre at Fitzroy Falls will
address REPS members and their
friends and visitors on his two epic
desert crossing adventures The Simpson Desert and the Antarctic
mainland. After months of preparation,
Keith, Peter Tressider and another
friend towed 250 kg of water each
across the Simpson Desert for 21 days
in preparation for their Antarctic
crossing. Their 59 day Antarctic
crossing, with average temperatures of
28 degrees below zero made him feel
that the Southern Highlands is a warm
place to make a home with his wife
Leanne. He is a trained geologist, who
worked with Sport and Recreation and
Environmental Education before taking
up his present appointment. His talk,
which will be illustrated with slides will
give you an insight into survival in two
of the most hostile and beautiful
environments on earth.
Everyone is welcome, bring your
friends, gold coin donation, light
supper provided
Enquiries: David Tranter

Ever wonder what those people of all
shapes and sizes who go on
bushwalks actually see and do?
Here’s your chance to find out, in a
pleasant, safe, friendly way. This
year’s Great Australian Bushwalk
gives you a choice of two walks –

The Forge Gallery
10 Caalong Street Robertson.

An easy, mostly level 5-km walk on a
fire trail along Meryla Plateau to
Wombat Lookout. Wildflowers
including waratahs, birds, great
views.

VOCALISTS:
Dawn Wilson and Ben Shepherd
Musical Director:Alan Ford.
and Talented Musicians.

Suitable for families and beginners.

7pm, Friday, 11th November
7pm, Saturday, 12th November
weather permitting !

or
A medium-difficulty 7-km walk on a
fire trail down historic Meryla Pass.
Features a short, optional off-track
visit to a surprising mini-canyon and
waterfall deep in the rainforest.
Wildflowers, lyrebirds, rainforest,
impressive rock formations, history.
Suitable for anybody who can walk
400 m off track.
Each walk takes about 5 hours and
ends with a bush tea about 2.30 p.m.
To come along, register online at
www.greataustralianbushwalk.org.au
or ring:
Len Hainke 4869 1040 or 0419 972768
or
Jim Foran 481081 or 0428 851081

·
·
·
·

You Are Invited
to
LIGHT AND ROMANTIC
MUSIC IN THE GARDEN
Come along and enjoy a glass of wine
and good company while you listen to
romantic ballads and music in the
delightful garden setting of

Entry free:gold coin donation
appreciated.

The former two groups known as
Robertson Community Services
Group and Robertson/Burrawang
Senior Citizens Club have
amalgamated to form one united
group known as Robertson
Community & Senior Citizens Group.
The group meets at the Robertson
Community Centre in Caalong Street,
Robertson every alternate Tuesday, for
lunch, assorted games and social
gathering, between the hours of 11 am
and 3 pm.
There is a delicious two course meal
served for the cost of $8.00. This
comprises a Hot Main Meal and a
sweet dish. Tea and coffee are also
provided.
Lucky door prize.
For further details please contact:
Paula Mitchell (President) 4885 2701
or
Althea Heyhorn (Secretary) 4885 1333

—

—

-

The Writings of D. T. Smith continued…….(1880s)
he attention of the Churchwardens, Trustees and Committee are invited to the need of
certain necessary repairs to the Parsonage at Burrawang. Some of the points which
require alteration and amendment are--

Church Services

1. A supply of permanent water.
2. Renewal of the fence.
3. Painting the fences, and the outside woodwork of the house.
4. Painting walls and ceiling of three rooms and two halls ; painting ceiling and papering walls
of two rooms.
5. Building a room for a manservant, and a dairy on the back verandah.
6. Making some provision against the west winds and south gales.
The tank provided for the conservation of water contains 400 gallons, and requires filling every
three weeks ; and only for a week after rain is the water drinkable. On washing days a
migration is observed to the spring below the Public School; when, after a considerable
expense of time and labour, some articles disappear altogether and a congregation of calves
partially eat some others. The balance is brought back home, and the account has to be
debited with a large amount of wear, tear, and loss. As the Parsonage has been built some
seven years, it is not too soon to do that which ought to have been done before a stone was
laid - secure good water; and after patiently waiting for four years we ask our friends, who have
good wells of their own, to support us in our endeavour to secure a like valuable boon—and we
believe our friends will say, “Let the Parsonage have a good well and pump."
It is not to be expected that Fences will last for ever. Now we put it to our farming friends,
Ought not everyone to keep their fences in repair? and moreover, does not the law require
each owner or tenant to be at half the expense of joint fences ? If the Act does so require then
should not our Wardens and Trustees set a good example of doing as they would be done by,
and by re-fencing, prevent the minister's cows from getting into the publican's greenstuff? It is
necessary for the due preservation of the premises and fences that they should be painted.
Woodwork that is exposed to the weather can not be expected to last unless some care is
exercised ; and this house has been up seven years, and never was painted or papered from
the first. And in order to prevent great expense for repairs in the future, we ought to take
ordinary precautions.
A Verandah Bedroom and a Dairy are indispensable. A groom and gardener must be kept, and
for many reasons it is expedient that his bedroom should be apart from the bedrooms of the
house, and yet be within call in cases of emergency.
We cannot help feeling that it is a mistake to build a house facing the west, especially when
placed on the top of the Burrawang Hill. The best aspect for a Parsonage is towards the north,
where a view of the Gib and Bowral is to be had, 13 miles distant : and the only plan to correct
an error made in the first instance is to build a verandah on the north side of the house, and
cutting down the north window in the front room place a pair of French lights in it, and then
construct in the new verandah a small portico of wood and glass with an outside door, and
utilise it as a small conservatory. By means of this arrangement the Parsonage may be made to possess its proper outlook.
Shelter from the west and south is an easier matter, though one taking more time to accomplish. According to the present arrangement of
the carriage-drive there is no space on the south to plant a hedge and shelter trees; but this difficulty could be removed by taking up the
gates and putting them about a chain down the road, so as to bring the carriage-drive past the proposed new front, and continue it into the
yard opposite the point where it now enters. By means of this proposed arrangement, the vacant road on the south side would give space for
a small shelter- plantation.
We believe that if these alterations could be carried out, the whole appearance of the Parsonage would be greatly improved, and the cost
would still be moderate -probably about £100; and whether the house is used for its present purpose or placed for sale, the expenditure
would he a good investment. The money could be borrowed at a reasonable interest, and the incumbent would be willing to pay the interest
himself, leaving the parish to pay the principal when it was in a position to do so.
Ed. The Parsonage in question still stands today in Church St, Burrawang. Does anyone know if the changes were made?

-

