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Broadcaster, composer and Robertson resident,
Andrew Ford, has won international recognition for his
work Elegy in a Country Graveyard which celebrates
the Robertson cemetery. The music weaves together a
choir and brass band, along with the recorded voices
of several Robertson residents – Bill Pointing, Imogen
Rolon, Hope Waters, and Hugh and Dell Waring – as
well as local birdsong and local weather! The first live
performance of the piece (with the Berry Court House
Choir and Southern Highlands Concert Band) took
place in Kangaroo Valley's Arts Festival, back in April.
The same month ABC Classic FM broadcast a studio
recording of the piece. This became the ABC's entry
for the prestigious Prix Italia, the international
broadcasting prize, held this year in Verona. The
Robertson Elegy reached the final shortlist of three –
along with the entries from Radio Belgrade and Radio
France. The French entry won, but as a result of its
high placing Elegy will now be broadcast in other
countries around the world.
It was not the first time Andrew had used recorded
sounds from Robertson in his music. Last year at New
York's Lincoln Center, the New Juilliard Ensemble gave
the world premiere of Andrew's orchestra piece,
Scenes from Bruegel. The piece begins with the sound
of the Robertson School bell and the excited voices of
children pouring out of their classrooms into the
playground. In the last movement of the piece, a
recording of the Robertson Public School Band joins
with the live orchestra.
Local voices will also feature in a piece for choir and
percussion that Andrew Ford will compose in 2008. In
A Singing Quilt, Andrew will use recorded voices as
well as a community choir to produce a musical picture of the landscape and nature of the Southern Highlands through the
eyes of residents old and new. The project is funded by Wingecarribee Shire Council with the assistance of a grant from the
ACT Regional Arts Fund.
Further information and photos at www.andrewford.net.au
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Robertson and District Calendar
2008
The local calendar is now available,
thanks to the hard work of John
Massetti, assisted by Bernie and
Dorothy from the old potato shed
gallery.
On the calendar you will find contact
details for many local services, also
dates of village activities and
beneath the monthly pages an
comprehensive list of community
group contacts.
Your copy of our FREE calendar can
be collected from any of the
advertisers and it comes to you with
their complements.
**********
Some of our villagers returning from
their travels have many interesting
experiences to share.
Kay and Frank Simpkins spent a
couple of months caravanning
around Northern NSW and
Queensland.
The Boehmes motored extensively
around NSW.
Elanor Taylor had several months in
Queensland with family.
Phil and Cath Owen had a wonderful
trip to Scotland.
Brendhan and Quentin Waters spent
2 weeks in India.
The Martins from high St were
another couple who chose to explore
NSW.
Sharon Waters had a brief visit with
her mum and dad in Canada to
celebrate their 50 t h wedding
anniversary. Sharon is now looking
forward to her parents visiting here
for the holiday season.
Rob Buckle and family spent time in
the Northern territory enjoying
activities including climbing Ayres
Rock.

CHRISTMAS Gifts that are Original
And All made in Australia.
Leathergoods by Mark Honoré
Garden Art & Rustic Furniture
Men’s and Ladies
Hats, Scarves, Socks, Jumpers,
Knitting kits by Signatur Handknits
OP E N 1 0 a m - 5 p m 7 d a y s
Shop 3-74 Hoddle Street, ROBERTSON NSW 2577. Ph: 02 4885 2400

Rose Orman has big news for
everyone, she has a new little sister
named Sophie.
**********
Former Robertson resident Luke
Connery is now serving in Afghanistan.
Luke was captain of Moss Vale high
school and took part in many
community events.
**********
Long-time Robertson resident Colin
McPhedran has left the village for the
big smoke of Mittagong.
Col has been part of the furniture at
Ranelagh House for many years.
He became a permanent resident and
assistant to then owners Joanna Gash
and Kay Jones and stayed on when
current owners Paul and Vera Menday
took over.
Col was the PR man for the guest
house and as well as helping Paul and
Vera he welcomed guests and chatted
to them about the history of the house
and the district.
Col has lived in the Bowral district for
more than 55 years after he moved
here from the UK via his homeland of
Burma.
He is a former Bowral Alderman and
hospital board member and is widely
known around the district. His book
White Butterflies, about his war-time
walk out of Burma, continues to
entertain readers around the world.
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The Robertson Post Office has a few
new services to offer the local
community. You can now do

· Passport Quality Photographs
· Interviews for new passports for
·

adults and children
Renewal of your old passports.

Due to the time it takes for the
interviews anyone wishing to use this
service will have to give us a call and
make an appointment (02 48851240).

As part of the funding for the new leisure centre in Bowral Wingecarribee Council
intends to sell off public land in all areas of the shire.
An area of Hampden Park on the corner of Meryla Street is included in the
proposed sale.
This is public land at the high end of the park, which should remain as public
space. As the population of Robertson grows and housing density increases we
should all be alarmed by this threat to our open space.
Council must hold a public exhibition and meeting before they can reclassify this
land. The exhibition will be at the Robertson School of Arts on Tuesday, 15th
January from 11am to 7 30pm.
You can also view the display at council or on their wedpage www.wsc.nsw.gov.au

For those people who work during the
week, you will be able to do your
passport interviews on a Saturday, but
please note the new opening time for
Saturday is now 10am – 1 pm.

The public hearing to discuss the sale of the land will be at the School of Arts on
Thursday 7th February from 6 to 8pm.

Following on from the two successful
Chamber Music concerts for
Springtime, RVMS held its first concert
in its quarterly series, on Wednesday,
November 28th at the St John's CEC,
Meryla Street.

WSC is in the process of developing a Plan of Management for Hampden Park.
This process will provide a coordinated framework for the management of the
park, which will be used by Council, and the Hampden Park Management
Committee.

Gabriella Pusner, piano, led a talented
ensemble to play Beethoven, Mozart
and Brahms Sonatas. They were joined
by The Bellatrix Quartet, a recorder
ensemble, who last year won the
Sydney Conservatorium’s Wal Hardwick
Memorial Award for the Promotion of
Excellence in Chamber Music and in
2005 won the under 21 section of the
National Moeck recorder competition.
RVMS has a membership scheme
providing excellent savings
Phone Robert Goldsack for more
details 4885 1220.

Take the time to look at these plans and comment to council. Once our public
space has been taken away it is never coming back.

In time we will be able to use this plan to develop picnic and BBQ areas, seating,
shelter, walking tracks and upgrade the sporting facilities, whilst protecting and
improving the creek and natural areas.
The draft plan is almost ready and should be brought to Robertson for a public
viewing and discussion in December. As yet the date has not been decided.
Please come and have a look and comment on this plan. Once it has gone to
council it will become the Master Plan for Hampden Park for the future.
Hampden Park is the jewel in the crown of Robertson and one way or another we
all use and enjoy it. We need to make sure that we protect and enhance the park
for now and the future.
A mail out and posters will let people know where and when the meeting will be. If
you would like to be notified by email let me know and I’ll add you to the list.
jillkeft@ispdr.net.au

For all your Christmas posting and gift needs come in and
see Paul and Juanita. Cards, Bon Bons, gift wrap, Myer and
Target Gift Cards and well priced Christmas gifts and books
for all the family

Now open Saturday 10 am – 1pm

ps
the perfume & skincare co.
-

Tel 48851240

Fax 48851286
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NEW NAME, NEW OWNERS, FOR
LANDMARK GUEST HOUSE
New owners of Ranelagh House, Brett and Kylie Morgan,
have great plans for one of our best-known landmarks. The
first step is a change of name, from Ranelagh House, to
Fountaindale Grand Manor.
Difficulty in pronouncing Ranelagh was one reason for the
change, but Brett & Kylie also wanted a new image to
promote the hotel as a full 7-days-a-week operation. One
major plan is for their restaurant to offer a la carte
breakfast, lunch and dinner, all week. A card is to be
distributed to locals giving them 20% off accommodation,
and 30% off food and beverages.
The restaurant’s theme is to be “Farmers at Fountaindale”,
with a dollar from every meal donated to drought relief. The
theme indicates Brett & Kylie’s intention to offer local
produce in the restaurant whenever possible. Future plans
also include making more use of the Manor’s extensive 14
acre grounds, firstly for a Grand Opening Charity Ball and
later for other special events.
Brett & Kylie are welcome newcomers to Robertson, but
certainly not newcomers to the accommodation business.
Brett’s family already owns 5 hotels. He and Kylie
established the internet business “standbyrates.com” and
this also now operates from Robertson and employs 4 local
people.
For more information: info@fountaindale.com.au

Getting Fresh in Robbo
A very welcome addition to the Robertson shopping scene is
Jim’s Fruit Barn, recently opened on Hoddle St, opposite
Murray’s tractors. It’s a business new to Robbo, but familiar
in Mittagong where Jim’s Fruit Barn operated for over 20
years. For Halil Huseyin the new venture means carrying on
this tradition begun by his father.
As well as fresh fruit and vegetables, the new shop is well
stocked with a wonderful array of dried fruit, nuts, marinated
vegetables, pesto, sun dried tomatoes and other dips and
delicacies, all made by Halil’s Mum. Until recently she was a
major supplier of all these things to Flemington Markets.
Halil has persuaded her to not only come out of retirement
for the new venture, but also to teach him her time-tested
secret recipes, so that he can keep up the family tradition.
Halil aims to sell local produce wherever possible. But as
well, he sets off at 2am, 3 mornings a week, for Flemington
Markets to ensure that all his produce is always fresh.
Robbo News wishes Halil at least 20 years of success and
urges you to support this long-needed and very welcome
new venture.

This year for Springtime it was decided to reduce the length
of the season from a month of weekends to two intense
weeks of programmes beginning with the long weekend,
with a Railway Fair and ending on Sunday 14th October,
Market Day, with a free concert in Hampden Park, where
three very different brass bands performed under a
marquee and in beautiful weather, for Robertson.
The highlight for visitors this year were the Open Gardens,
reported on in another part of the News, and being open mid
-week as well as weekend appeared very popular. The Open
Gardens have become an obvious choice for Springtime but
the Railway Fair is also becoming a popular event. This year,
although the weather was sunny and dry there were high
winds on the Saturday which didn’t help controlling the
marquees’ desires to take off. A feature this year was the
Flower Show and Flower Arrangement and a week of
Waratah garden tours that followed.
The music programmes were, as usual, of a very high
standard and the return of the Sydney Balalaika Orchestra
and An Evening with Geraldine Turner both were well
attended and much enjoyed. A new comer to Springtime was
the internationally acclaimed, Sydney Male Voice Choir,
which performed at the St John’s New Hall or CEC, on the
Sunday afternoon, 7th October to a packed house. Also at
the CEC were two Chamber Music concerts with interesting
performances from well known Sydney artists, being
accompanied on a wonderful grand piano, now a feature of
the CEC. The afternoon free concert, a new event for this
year, was well received with the NSW Police Band returning
for its 3rd year, the Blue Mountains Concert Youth Band with
musicians aged 12 to 18, and the 110 year old Berry Silver
Band. All performed different music which was great
listening in the mild spring weather.
Springtime in Robertson is now here to stay and being in its
5th year the committee is very pleased with the way it is
growing. There will be a number of changes to the format
again for 2008 but at this stage it has been decided to make
the feature for October, the Open Gardens, with support
from the Railway Fair and a music weekend with a Spring
Ball. Anyone with ideas or suggestions to enhance
Springtime in Robertson for 2008 should contact the Coordinator, Marion Tyree on 4885 2249 or
mtyree@westnet.com.au.
The committee wish to thank all advertisers, volunteers,
participants and audiences for making Springtime what it is.
Robert Goldsack

Southern Highlands
Funerals
Colin & Laurelle Boland
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The 2008 Robertson Show will be held on Friday 29th February and Saturday 1st March and already plans are well underway.
2008 will see a few changes to the normal programme of events. Primarily, the cancellation of our very popular horse
section. As many people are aware the Equine Influenza (EI) has affected many areas of the horse industry and our local
show along with many others have also fallen victim to this epidemic. After discussions with the Department of Primary
Industries, Robertson and large surrounding areas have been placed into what is known as an Amber Zone. This prohibits
horse gatherings and requires permits for any horse movements. The DPI feel at this stage that Robertson moving from an
Amber zone to a Green zone in the next few months is very unlikely and if this was to occur the requirements to stage a
horse event would far exceed Robertson Showgrounds resources. With all these factors in mind the committee has had to
make the sad decision of formally cancelling our horse section in 2008. We all hope that these inconveniences to everyone
involved in the recreational horse industry now, will make it safe for horses in future and not have EI as a permanent fixture
in Australia in years to come.
On a lighter side we have many ideas in the pipeline to keep all those attending Robertson Show well entertained. Friday we
are hoping to have a “School Day” full of educational experiences and good old fashion kids fun. Involving as many of the
locals schools as possible in milking demonstrations and sack races just to name a few.
Saturday shall see the Premier Dog Show held in the centre ring and the attendance of the Stationary Steam Engine Club.
We will still be holding all your favourite events and we promise you will be entertained by the “Three Bruce’s and Paddy”
during the day. Watch this space – for more information, as we get closer to the show, as 2008 has been declared the
International Year of the Potato and we have a few special ideas floating around to highlight this in the land of the Big Spud.
Get those spuds in the ground now – The pavilion should be spilling over with local grown spuds from backyards all over the
district.
On the 9th February the annual Robertson Show Ball with be held at the pavilion on the showgrounds and 2008 shall see the
return of “Robertson Showgirl” after many years absence the Robertson Showgirl Competition shall return. This is not a
beauty contest or talent quest by any means. It is the chance for one lucky girl to represent Robertson and act as a
spokesperson for our town and the Robertson show then progress onto the zone finals (if she wishes). The entrants shall be
presented at the Show ball and the winner announced at the Robertson Show. If you would like to nominate yourself or
know of anyone who would make a great ambassador for Robertson, please contact our secretary for more information or if
you would like to join in on a great night of live music and 2 course meal and get into the swing for the 2008 show – start
planning now! Get a table together or just buy a ticket.
Tickets $40 p/per 2 course dinner BYO
Have you ever thought of becoming a member of the Robertson Show Society? It is a great way to demonstrate your support
to one of the last “True Country Shows” around. Membership gives you entry into the show both Friday & Saturday, your
renewal and show schedule are sent to your door each year – so be one of the first to know what is installed for the next
show.
For more details on any of the above please contact: Leesa Stratford - 0411 537 600 - robertsonshow@bigpond.com

RECORD NUMBERS FOR
OPEN GARDENS
Robertson turned on perfect October weather for
our open gardens this year. The cherry blossoms in
Hoddle St were in full bloom and the gardens were
at their best.

By Susannah Newton

Most gardens included mid week opening times this
year, a move which was very well received by
visitors. At the “Castle” Ken and Graham gallantly
opened EVERY DAY of Springtime in Robertson.
Over 2,000 visitors came, some from as far afield
as the Central Coast, Western NSW, Canberra, the
South Coast and interstate. It’s estimated that the
10 open gardens collected at least $6000 for a
range of worthwhile charities. Our sincere thanks go
to the volunteers who manned the gates and, most
of all, to the dedicated gardeners who worked so
hard to have their garden displays at their best.

–

We hope for similar enthusiasm in 2008. It’s nice to
note that Robertson’s open gardens have not only
been well received by visitors but also by Tourism
Southern Highlands. TSH has welcomed our garden
program and been most supportive with marketing.
If you would like to join in next year, or just get some
more information, please give me a ring on 48 851
080.
Micki Boehme, ROBERTSON RECOLLECTIONS

On Thursday, 8th November students
from Kangaloon Public School
competed in the state small school 4 x
100m relay at Homebush Athletics
Stadium.
James and Harry Sutherland, David
Phillips, Jessica Lovell and David
Welsh, as reserve travelled to Homebush to compete against 24
other small schools to gain a bronze medal in the final with a time of
1.0125. This is an amazing effort for a school consisting of only 12
students.
Congratulations Kangaloon Public School. This is your second
appearance at State level this year, as earlier in Term 1 our small
school competed in the P6 swimming relay and gained 4th place.

Community Notices
On exhibition in various locations
Wednesday 28 November 2007 to
Friday 1 February 2008 with
submissions accepted until close of
business 22 February 2008.
The Draft Plan does a number of things
including placing land use zones over
every single parcel of land within the
Shire, determines where you can and
cannot build certain structures or
undertake certain uses and protects
heritage buildings and locations across
the Shire.
Wednesday 12th December 2007
6pm-7.30pm at the CTC@Robertson
58-60 Hoddle St Robertson.
Tuesday 15th January 2008
11am - 7.30pm at the Robertson
School of Arts.
The Draft Plan contains a list of Council
owned land proposed to be reclassified
as 'Operational' land.

Thursday 7 February 2008
6pm-8pm
Robertson School of Arts
Further information about the Draft
LEP including details of public
exhibition dates and locations can be
found at - http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/
Phone enquiries - Council's Strategic
Planning Branch on 4868 0761 or
email shireplan@wsc.nsw.gov.au
A special edition of Council's
Wingecarribee Today newsletter
containing details of the Draft Plan will
be distributed next week.

The Robertson Heritage Railway
Station (RHRS) Committee is looking
for a volunteer to manage the
Fettlers Shed Gallery. This is a well
regarded small gallery, very popular
with local artists and craftspeople. It
is adjacent to the Robertson Railway
Station and is fitted out and well lit
to hang and display art.
The Gallery Manager will be
supported by the RHRS Committee.
We need an arts and crafts
enthusiast to source events, handle
bookings and roster volunteers. The
operation of the gallery is predicated
on the idea that the artist takes
responsibility to set up the display
and oversee the event, with
assistance from the manager and
volunteers. The gallery has been
operating for some years and has a
regional profile. Artists seeking to use
it are often repeat visitors who are
familiar with the mode of operation.
It would be desirable for the Gallery
Manager to attend the monthly
business meetings of the RHRS
Committee, held on the second
Thursday each month.
For more information call Steve 4885
2393 or Anne on 4885 1598.

AGM and Christmas get-together
Friday 14th December
5.30pm for 6pm
(AGM will commence at 6pm).
at the Robertson Community
Technology Centre Committee
nominations welcome - please call
Monica on 4885 2665 or
info@robertsonctc.org.au for further
details
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he writings of D. T. Smith, rector of Wingecarribee Parish in the 1880’s as he
discusses the need to have a parsonage on the site where the current St
David’s church would be built rather than in the village of Burrawang, where the
parsonage still stands today.

Church Services

It will be seen from the “Scrutineer” and “Sydney Morning Herald” that we are
trying to sell our present Parsonage, provided a satisfactory price can be
obtained. There is reason to believe that when the new church at Burrawang is
built, the site chosen will be on the land purchased from Mr. Moule, and close to
the Cedar Mountain Road. It is evident that this site will be proposed by the Wilds
Meadow and Yanunga portion of our people, and also will be supported by some
others as a compromise between the Burrawang and Wilds Meadow districts,
inasmuch as the new church would in that case, be built half-way up the hill, and
equally distant from both places. There are some things which must be seen in
order to be rightly understood, and the mud on a Burrawang road during a wet
winter is one of these things, and the pedals of the organ show traces of that
pluvial lark in which the weather clerk sometimes indulges; we tread now upon
the verge of a delicate question, and perhaps we shall do wisely by saying that the
state of the boots may be imagined but cannot be described; of this I am sure,
that if a lady had power to vote in the choice of position for church and
parsonage, and the organist to be the wife of the incumbent, she would certainly
vote that the two buildings should be tolerably close together. And this
consideration applies to both choir and Bible class. While the church and
parsonage are so far apart we may expect both singing practice and Bible
instruction to be irregular, and we find this to be the case more particularly as
regards the choir; the members of this moribund institution do not attend practice
at the parsonage; now, when it is found necessary to hold it there, the effect upon
our singing is very great.
Men can learn many useful lessons from the dumb creation, especially from
Burrawang bullocks and cows. We have frequently noticed some of these useful
animals forsake their own well-worn pastures, or leave the freedom of the public
road in order to congregate close to the church in our saved paddock. We have
thought deeply over this religious tendency, they could not have been taught it for
we observed that these cattle had masters who avoided church as much as
possible; now, if these aforesaid masters had been quick in finding “sermons in
stones, and good in everything,” what profit they might have derived from the
consideration of such habits; we will hope however, that the faculty of imitation is
strengthening. In a parish such as Wingecarribee it is necessary to keep two
horses and a cow, there is no feed for them on three quarters of an acre, the
quantity of land on which the present parsonage is built. The incumbent present
or to come will not, at night after a long day's ride and visiting, have to take his
horse three-quarters of a mile down a steep hill to a paddock, and in the morning
repeat the performance before going out on his day's work. A girl cannot take
down and bring up a cow twice a day, and get through her other work; the
expense attending the stable-feeding of animals forbid them being kept at the
parsonage. There is therefore a necessity for a parsonage on the Glebe land. That
it maybe close to the church in order for the organist to attend the choir practices,
and the incumbent's wife the Bible class; in order that the church horses and cow
may consume the church grass, and that the incumbent may be saved the heavy
expense of stable-feeding two or three head of cattle.
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