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In March Robertson will see the opening of our latest and
likely most popular tourist attraction, the Illawarra Fly tree top
walk. Existing attractions and businesses will almost certainly
benefit from the influx of tourists who will come to experience
the walk
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Council is calling Public Hearings to
discuss the proposed rezoning and and
reclassification of public land as part of
the process to sell off what they
consider unwanted parkland. The
money raised from these sales will go
towards funding the Leisure Centre in
Bowral.
An area of land at the northern corner
of Hampden Park, Robertson is
included in the proposed sale. This
land is a part of the park and will need
to be both reclassified and rezoned
before a sale can proceed.
Please come along to the Public
Hearing at the School of Arts on
Thursday 7th February at 6pm.
All submissions to Council on this topic
will have to be included in the report
presented to the State Dept of
Planning for their consideration before
this sale can go ahead. With enough
public support we may be able to save
this part of the park for use by our
community both now and in the future.
Once public land is gone it is gone for
ever.
Many other areas in the Shire are also
under threat and many other Public
Hearings are being held beginning 5th
Feb.

After years of trying, many letters and
requests from our members and
interested people, finally we have
succeeded; "The RTA is pleased to
advise that the request to reduce the
60km/h speed zone to a 50km/h
speed zone through Robertson has
b een reviewed and will b e
implemented." The signs and
markings will be changed early in
2008 according to their letter sent to
Dorothy Baker, President of the
Robertson Chamber of Commerce.
The RTA says they will consult with
Council regarding traffic calming,
kerbs, gutter and footpath
installation.
We can be happy for a small win.
50km/h is the normal speed through
towns and villages including Moss
Vale which is on the same highway as
Robertson, we could not understand
the logic given in a previous letter
that 'the current 60km/h speed zone
is considered to be the most
appropriate speed limit'. Thankfully
our voice has been heard and
Robertson will be just little safer
especially on those misty, foggy,
frosty and damp days we enjoy.
Dorothy Baker

Submissions can be made in writing to
council: PO Box 141 Moss Vale; via
email:
wscmail@wsc.nsw.gov.au; or
through www.bangthetable.com/
wingecarribeeplanning
Submission must quote the ref number
5900/3 and be received by 22nd Feb.
Please let others know and encourage
them to attend the hearing or write a
submission.
Jill Keft

Old Potato Shed
Signatur Handknits
Mollydale Yarns
Belisa Cashmere
Honoré Leathergoods
The gallery displays an ever changing selection of work by
Australian craft makers, artists and designers including
Leather : Metalwork : Handknits : Etchings : Cards : Jewellery :
Paintings : Hand-dyed Yarns : & much, much more.

OPEN

10am - 5pm :Sat.Sun.Mon.Thur.Fri

Shop 3-74 Hoddle Street, ROBERTSON NSW 2577
Ph: 024885 2400

–
The Sydney Catchment Authority (SCA) is finalising its “Environment
Assessment” (EA) of the Upper Nepean (Kangaloon) Borefield proposal at
the moment. This is a legal requirement under the Part 3A of the NSW
Environment Planning and Assessment (EP&A) Act.
It will comprise two volumes plus a summary document and should be
lodged with the Department of Planning in early February. The Department
of Planning will then review the adequacy of the EA (internally and with key
agencies) prior to putting the document on public exhibition for 30 days.
The public exhibition may occur in March, but the Department of Planning
manages the exhibition process and determines the timing.
People ought not to be mis-led by this high-sounding procedure – for there
is a complete conflict of interest involved. The SCA will not declare that its
own project could possibly damage the environment. And they do not
define the “environment” to include the livelihoods of the local dairy
farmers or potato growers. So we know what to expect from the SCA.
There is a further development occurring. Apparently the SCA have decided
they need to create three two acre settling ponds to extract iron from the
pumped water, in that paddock. They say that they will remove the settled
iron around every month with a fleet of trucks. They intend to purchase a
60 acre paddock opposite the end of Kirkland Road to build these “settling
ponds” apparently.
This is ironic, as when the “test pumping” was going on, the SCA’s project
manager Mr. John Ross, famously declared at a public meeting in Bowral
there was “no iron” in the water. We know that statement was incorrect, for
the very informal settling pond they had operating near the Nepean River
was very badly stained by iron. Also settling ponds are not what was
recommended in the original specifications for the proposal – rather
aeration spray tanks were recommended, with a system for collecting the
sludge from the bottom of the tanks. I have no idea how they propose to
collect the sludge from the bottom of 3x2 acre “settling ponds”. There are
technical questions which need to be asked about this part of the proposal
– for iron is best removed by active aeration of the water, and collection of
the iron oxide sludge, not by using settling ponds.
Apart from the fact that the owner of that land apparently does not want to
sell, there is an issue of why the Wingecarribee Shire Council has
apparently approved this proposal when it does not fit with Council’s subdivision policy? There will be potential traffic difficulties with creating an
access to this paddock opposite Kirkland Road, and an increase of heavy
traffic along Tourist Road which is palpably unsuitable for such heavy
vehicles. Apart from anything else, questions will need to be asked about
what the RTA thinks about that proposal? And what is the Wingecarribee
Shire Council doing breaking its own planning requirements. So much for
processes like the current LEP charade.
There are many questions which need to be asked. The Save Water
Alliance and the Friends of the NSW Farmers Association have
commissioned an expert report from a leading hydrologist, to help give a
solid scientific basis to our comments which we will submit to the Dept of
Planning. The Community Reference Group are preparing their final
submission to the SCA, and REPS will also be making its comments on the
Environment Assessment, to the Dept of Planning.
Denis Wilson
Chairman, Save Water Alliance.

ROBERTSON SHOW
Show Season kicks of with the annual Show Ball to
be held on the 9th February and the Showground
Pavilion. This year will see the return of Robertson
Showgirl after a 29 year absence and all will have the
chance to meet the girls at the show ball, before the
winner is announced on the Saturday at the Show. If
anyone is interested in attending, tickets are still
available to purchase ($40 per person/ including 2
course meal) please call Leesa Stratford 0411
537600.
Due to the wide ranging ramifications of the equine flu
outbreak, there will be NO horse events at the
Robertson Show this year, BUT, 2008 is the
International Year of the POTATO and where better to
celebrate this than at Robo Show!
Robertson is not only home to the Big Potato, but the
Show also hosts the Australian Championship Potato
Races on Saturday afternoon! This is not some novelty
event involving a race between potatoes, throwing
potatoes or any other connotations one could dream
of, but a race of strength and stamina.
The Show runs Friday 29th February with Dairy Cattle
featuring that day, and Saturday 1st March (our big
day). Attractions include Beef Cattle, Championship
Dog Show, Poultry, Pet Show and the Pavilion
showcasing the Horticulture and Arts and Crafts of the
talented Robertson district. Crowd participation is very
high on our agenda with MANY novelty events for both
young and old, devised and supervised by two highly
entertaining local characters, Bruce and Paddy.
Another new attraction this year will include a display
of stationary engines. As the spread of technology and
high tech machinery and farming methods become
more entrenched in rural life, learn and look at how it
was done in the “Olden Days”.
At Night we have Hay Stacking, Dog Jumping, a
thrilling Demolition Derby and a fireworks finale. There
is also all the fun of the fair with rides, farmyard
nursery, Bullock demonstrations, food stalls, bar,
dining room - in fact something for everyone!
For all enquiries the show office opens on Monday
11th February from 9.00pm -5.00pm or phone Leesa
Stratford 0411 37 600, Show Office 02 4885 1620,
fax 02 4885 2138, email
robersonshow@bigpond.com
See you at the Show!!!
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During the month of October, Chris Catsanis, a gentle and unassuming resident of a
tiny cottage in Caalong Street, died following a long illness, quietly and bravely borne. He
was 58. Thus the world, and particularly the little town of Robertson, has lost a gentle man
who had achieved so much which was good and charitable in life and yet whom very many
local people simply did not know had even existed.
Chris Catsanis possessed an enormous capacity for depth of compassion, understanding and for a profound love of his fellow beings. He was for many years especially
moved by the plight of Tibetan refugees in Nepal, to such an extent that, beginning in
1992, he played a dominant role in financing and establishing the Tashi Palkhiel Australia
charitable foundation in the Pokhara Valley region of Nepal – home to four settlements of
thousands of these tragic and deprived people. Year after year, Chris Catsanis regularly
visited and tirelessly worked within these communities helping to improve the education,
health and lives of these desperately poor and ill-equipped refugees, especially the children.

-

One particular area of enforced neglect which was having such a dramatic and negative impact upon the health and, indeed, the life expectancy of these people was that of
their truly appalling dental care. In fact there was no dental care available to them and, in a
vast number of cases, their teeth and gums were dangerously decayed and diseased. However, largely due to the initiative and tireless voluntary efforts of Chris Catsanis in conjunction with Dr. Robert Gammal, Dr. Terry Wong and other highly motivated and selfless dental
professionals and volunteers, all of this began to change and dramatically improve as,
beginning in 2001, every year increasing numbers of self-funded professionals and volunteers, many of them from Robertson itself, travelled to Nepal and worked around the clock
in makeshift dental clinics, successfully treating thousands of individual cases. It has been
an extraordinary and almost miraculous story of success and achievement in the face of
some almost insurmountable problems and difficulties.
Improved health, improved education, improved just about everything; the list of
very real benefits and improvements brought to the lives of innumerable Tibetan refugees
is almost endless. And so much of all of this is as a direct result of the unceasing love and
inexhaustible energy of Chris Catsanis. And for much of the time that all of this was being
quietly yet determinedly driven forward by him, he was by no means in the best of health
himself. Very far from it, in fact.

“One potato,
two potato...”

But now I must stop, even though I recognise that I have scarcely begun to scratch
the surface of the full story of this extraordinary man. It would be possible for somebody to
write a book about the modest life and the truly wonderful achievements of Chris Catsanis,
both here in Australia and in other corners of the world. I hope that somebody will. However, I am one of the least qualified to write at length about him as I knew him only slightly,
whereas there are many other more fortunate people in the village who loved the man; who
knew him very well indeed and who worked and travelled with him extensively. I envy them
because they must possess a wealth of fascinating and cherished souvenirs.

Year of the Potato Expo

—

Chris Catsanis. A most kind and
simple man who simply loved mankind
itself. And who most certainly did
something about it.
Arthur Jackson. Robertson. 11th November 2007.
Editor’s note: This appreciation of Chris
Catsanis was intended for publication
in the December issue but was delayed
due to unforeseen editorial problems.

Valentines Day
Special
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www.robertsonvillage.com.au IS for everyone
* Do you belong to a sporting club, church group, arts and crafts guild, environment, cultural or community service group,
school P&C, music or dance program, or any one of the numerous organisations in Robertson ?
* Do you have a Robertson area based business or operate a business from Robertson ? Do you have times when you would
like others to know you have a Sale ?
* Do you want others to know when a special event or activity is happening ?
* Would like to be able to go to one place to see all the events and activities available on a particular day ?
Come and see how you or your group can use our village website. Sunday 17th February 2008 at 2.00 pm at the Robertson
CTC opposite Murrays Tractors.
Last year our "Spring Time in Robertson" Committee supported the set-up of our Village Website to improve communication
amongst residents and to assist others in knowing what Robertson has to offer when holding special events. Jack Taranto
from Wildes Meadow helped set up our site using free open source, content management system software called Joomla.
How is content management system software different from the software most websites use ? “Ordinary” websites are created BEHIND the scenes in computers then upload onto the Internet. Once on the Internet they can not be changed by anyone
visiting the website.
Content Management Systems (CMS)-created websites can be changed by people LOGGING IN to the website on the internet
from the FRONT END. Depending on the person’s permission they can then change material, upload photos, save and publish
it. The tools used to make changes are similar to those in simple document-making software such as Microsoft Word or Apple
Works.
This means people with limited web skills can work on the site from their home or the CTC or any other place they can get on
the net, thus saving costs, and improves efficiency as more than one person can work on the website. If you would like to
nominate someone from your group to upload information on your behalf, permission for them to do so can be arranged.
www.robertson village.com.au also links to various section of our Robertson Chamber of Commerce website
www.robertsonnsw.com.au to reduce duplication and thus hopefully maximise the effectiveness of both.
Our Robertson Village website has a number of features, The most important being an Events Calendar. Any registered user
will be able to submit an event and by setting its time frame, the website will automatically stop listing it when its time has passed.
Other features are
* A News Section
* A Directory for Community groups
* A Directory for Robertson Businesses
* Web Links
* Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
* Chats and Discussion Forum
* A Search Function
as well as static pages for general information that is unlikely to
change in the short term. These can also be linked to websites carrying more detailed information. It is also possible to have Members
Only sections.
So if you are interested in seeing how this website works come to a
demonstration on Sunday 17th February 2008 at 2.00 pm at the Robertson CTC opposite Murrays Tractors. Inquiries to Rona Goold 02
4885 2393. Everyone welcome.

Is your New Years Resolution to Get Fit?
Lose Weight?
Tone Up?
-

ps
the perfume & skincare co.
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Visitors and residents of Robertson would have been wondering what it was all about when a blue canvas sign went up just
before Christmas welcoming the Yolngu and Anangu people to Robertson. It was,of course, part of an invitation to go to the
School of Arts on Boxing Day to join in a Reconciliation Event as part of a major journey these two Aboriginal families had
made from their homes, one in Docker River, 800 kms south west from Alice Springs and the other from Ramagining, 850
kms north east of Darwin. Both families had adopted Angela Milthorpe, a sometimes resident of Robertson, into their families
and in return Angela had brought them on an incredible journey, to meet her family in Robertson. Angela had named the project, It’s All Relative.
Having travelled some 3000 kms through the Northern Territory, Queensland and New South Wales over thirty days and often
through searing heat or cyclonic storms, arriving in Robertson and staying at Fitzroy Falls was a welcome and refreshing finale
to a most exciting journey.
During their stay, the Yolngu people and Anangu people
enjoyed Robertson hospitality by attending the Carol
Service at St John’s on Christmas Eve; Christmas Day
was spent in Bowral’s Corbett Gardens, where Ann
Woods and others put on a most tasty Christmas fare,
with Santa in attendance, and then, of course, the Boxing Day Reconciliation Event attended by well over 200
village and Southern Highland visitors. The day was a
great success with an auction of Aboriginal Art, craft and
music dominating the interest. The two families returned to Sydney the next day before boarding Qantas
jets to take them home, courtesy of the great Australian
airline.
Within a year it is hoped that the whole journey will go to
air as a television documentary or even a film, so that
the journey of the two families from very remote areas
of Australia, and their visit to Robertson, will be on record for all to see. Anyone wishing to know more about
It’s All Relative can visit www.itsallrelative.com.au.

Fountaindale Grand Manor &
Ranelagh Gardens is now open
for Lunch 7 days a week!
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Community Notices
Thursday 7 February 2008
6pm-8pm
Robertson School of Arts
Further information about the Draft
LEP including details of public
exhibition dates and locations can be
found at - http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/
Phone enquiries - Council's Strategic
Planning Branch on 4868 0761 or
email shireplan@wsc.nsw.gov.au

I am looking for a volunteer webmaster
for the Robertson Village Website
www.robertsonvillage.com.au to work with
me on maintaining and promoting this
website.
It does not require expert web skills, but
some one willing to take at least a weekly
interest it it and uploading information in
the Calendar for those people who find
that too hard. I would provide back-up
support.
The site uses free Content Management
System software (Joomla) which Jack
Taranto ex CTC volunteer set up for us.
The site also has Directories of
Community and Business Groups.
It can be worked on by approved people,
and new sections can be added if a local
group or project approaches us.
It also has the possibility of being able to
be used for a Robertson Discussion
Forum.
Anyone interested ?

A David-and-Goliath battle is on. On
his side, Goliath has globalisation,
marked in China and India by 1,000+
new automobiles a day and in the West
by mountains of electronic consumer
goods from Asia. Both sides are facing
the prospect of peak oil. Against these
odds, who can prevail?
-- One man who believes all of us can
prevail is Ted Trainer. Ted argues that
our consumer society is so grossly unsustainable that only a transition to a
simpler way can solve our planet’s
alarming global problems. His simpler
way means we must achieve huge and
radical change toward local economies
using local resources and under local
control, not driven by market forces. It
means cooperative and participatory
value systems that reject competitive
acquisitiveness. It means zero economic growth.
Ted will suggest how we can make the
necessary changes to survive the serious petroleum shortages that will impact rural areas such as the Southern
Highlands especially hard.

Rona Gould—4885 2393
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Ted Trainer is a Visiting Fellow in the
School of Social Work, UNSW. His interests are global problems, sustainability, radical critiques of the economy,
and the transition to alternative social
forms. He has written numerous books
and articles, including his most recent
book, Renewable Energy Cannot Sustain a Consumer Society. He is also
developing an alternative lifestyle education site, Pigface Point, near Sydney.
Hear Ted Trainer 8.00 p.m. Tuesday 5
February, Bowral Uniting Centre, cnr
Bendooley & Boolwey, Bowral.
Refreshments. Gold coin donation.
A public forum sponsored by CanWIN,
the Bowral Uniting Church Eco-Justice
Ministry, and NPA Southern Highlands.

Southern Highlands
Funerals
Colin & Laurelle Boland

Church Services

Introducing God

Special Services
at
St John’s Anglican

“How Good do you have to
be to get to Heaven?”
Harvest Thanksgiving Service
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