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A new station is nearing completion for the local Rural Fire Service. The old shed has served well for over
30 years, but as Robertson has grown so has the need for a modern well equipment Rural Fire Service.
These days the Rural Fire Service, formally known as the Bush Fire Brigade, does far more than putting
out wild fires. The local brigade responds to many other types of call outs, from grass fires to MVA (Motor
Vehicle Accidents) to structural fires (house fires) and other hazardous situations. In the last 12 months
the Brigade has responded to 40 calls, 30% of which have been MVA and 2 of which were house fires.
With the increase in population and these types of events, Wingecarribee Fire Control has deemed it
necessary to increase the resources in the eastern end of the district. So along with Robertson,
Burrawang has a new station; and in the not too distant future Robertson will be equipped with Breathing
Apparatus and possibly a new fire truck that will be better set up for responding to MVAs and structural
fires.

Our local brigade presently has over 20 volunteer members from a wide variety of backgrounds and
occupations. There are a number of tradesmen, professionals, retired and semi-retired people, as well as
people from the areas of law enforcement, education, outdoor education, students, tourism, aged care,
TV broadcasting, and workplace safety and training. There is also a wide age and experience range with
the oldest member, Jim Wilson Snr, having been with the Robbo brigade for well over 60 years and at the
other end, Alana Hynds, who has just finished her HSC. So if you are interested in knowing more about
your local Rural Fire Service
or are just interested in
seeing the new fire station,
why not drop round have a
coffee and a chat with some
of your the local Firies. They
don’t bite … but some of
them have been known to
growl …. ☺
The local brigade meet most
Wednesday nights from 7:30
‘til 9:00 p.m. at the fire
station at the southern end
of Wallangunda St.

Giant Christmas Raffle!
Another Eden?
On his visit to Australia in the 1870s,
the great writer Anthony Trollope
commented that he had seen no
country town quite so dismal as “Eden”
the plague-ridden imaginary settlement
of Charles Dickens’ Martin Chuzzlewit.
On the other hand, Trollope observed,
many Australian bush settlements were
still too raw and unfinished to be
impressive. I quote him:
“In NSW I found, almost invariably,
broad streets and many of them, but
streets very imperfectly filled with
houses, a look of scattered, straggling
incompleteness, and an air of
disappointment as though men were
beginning to fear that their…city was
not becoming that which they
anticipated.” (Australia & NZ, 1873, p 162)
I can’t help noticing the parallel with
Robertson in 2008. Beautifully set
though our village is, its grid layout is
still very much a remnant of 19th
Century civic ambition: the lack of
development and growth has left us
many empty spaces.
This would not be so bad, of course,
were there hope of future
improvement. But, on the contrary, it
seems to be Council’s intention to
actually legislate to prevent this
happening. The current proposal for a
minimum 2000 square metre block
size will ensure Robertson never sees
the infill that out streetscape needs. In
effect, it means that most of the
building blocks in the village will be
illegal, and only tolerated by a sort of
“grandfather clause” arrangement.
What a pity it is that our village is to be
condemned in perpetuity to a future of
scattered households, whose
occupants need to use their cars, to
reach the fragmented heart of a village
lacking essential services and the
population to sustain them.
Dion Boehme
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To celebrate the 2008 festive
season, and thanks to the cooperation of a host of local stores &
traders, Robertson Chamber of
Commerce has been able to put
together a superb Christmas Raffle.*

-

What’s more, the raffle,* will have
not one, not two, but 3 first prizes,
each valued at $400.

Bradman’s Best
Bradman is a name everyone knows
He was a legend.
His story everyday grows.
And did I mention he was the best.

Proceeds from the raffle* will all go
to further improvements to Big Potato
Park – which, thanks to the efforts of
Judy Hollis and others, is already
much improved and fast becoming a
focal point for our Main Street
A host of varied and interesting prizes
– goods – gift vouchers – meals –
and more - have been donated by
businesses including: Robertson
Nursery – Robertson Cheese Shop –
By Design - Gallery Serpentine –
Post Office – Tait’s Supermarket –
DB Gourmet Goods – Inside Story –
Waters Newsagency – Old Potato
Shed Gallery – Perfumes & Skin Care
– The Castle – Robertson Chemist –
The Builders Barn – Robertson
Recollections – R.J. Mackey Real
Estate – Fitzroy Lake Wines – Three
Creeks Café – Pizzas in the Mist –
Chat’s Café – Robertson Bakery –
Orrinspiring – Café Pirouette –
Steve’s Videos – Amirun’s Massage –
Jim’s Fruit Barn – Eden Body Beauty
& Nails – Hair on Hoddle – Village
Woodworks – Murray Tractors –
Bobby Pins – Robertson Butchery &
Robertson Inn.
All the prizes are on display at Café
Pirouette. Tickets, at $2 each or 3 for
$5 are for sale at many shops in the
village. The Raffle* will be drawn at
Big Potato Park, Hoddle St. at 3pm
on Sat. 20th Dec.
*Of course, this is really a guessing
competition. Winners will be asked to
answer a (very) simple question to
claim their prize.

He didn’t want fame and glory.
He just wanted to have fun.
But the more he would run
The more he became known.
Now he’s gone, but we won’t forget
Yet we might miss him.
His life was a great quest.
Yes, he surely was the best.
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NEW VISTOR INFORMATION
CENTRE
For The Southern Highlands
Tourism Southern Highlands is proud to advise the accreditation of a new Level 3
Visitor Information Centre for the Southern Highlands, located in Robertson at The
Old Robertson Cheese Factory.
The opening of this Visitor Information Centre in Robertson, will now see the
continuation of accredited Level 3 Visitor Information Centres in Bowral,
Bundanoon and Robertson. In addition there is also the NPWS Accredited Visitor
Centre at Fitzroy Falls. All of which compliment the services available through the
Level 1 Accredited Visitor Information Centre, operated by Tourism Southern
Highlands in Mittagong, and all providing valuable information to visitors to our
region.
Tourism Southern Highlands Manager, Steve Rosa said, “the opening of the Old
Robertson Cheese Factory at Robertson as an accredited Visitor Information
Centre compliments Tourism Southern Highlands’ strategy of providing tourist
information services at major entry points into the Southern Highlands. Robertson
is a major gateway from the South Coast and visitors will now be supported with
professional tourism information facilities”.
The opening of this new centre will be held on Monday 17 November from
10.15am to 11.30am. The Old Robertson Cheese Factory would be pleased for
members of the local business and residential community to stop by and see
what services and information can now be accessed by visitors and the local
community in Robertson.
Further information can be obtained by contacting The Old Robertson Cheese
Factory tel.
02 4885 1300.
Left.
Cutting the
ribbon is Mayor
Duncan Gair,
with owners Liz
& Allan Jackson
and Steve Rosa
from Tourism
Southern
Highlands.
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Once again, Robertson’s springtime open
garden program has proven a great
success with an estimated 2,500 visitors
taking advantage of the opportunity to
inspect 9 private gardens, plus the Railway
waratah gardens and Barren Grounds.
Visitors appreciated the variety of the
gardens, and the expanded weekday
program. There were open gardens every
day for the 2 weeks. Tourism Southern
Highlands, Imag, the Visitor’s Guide and
local radio, all helped to promote the
gardens which now seem to be accepted as
one of the regular attractions of spring in
the Highlands.
Apart from bringing first time visitors to
Robertson, we estimate that the gardens
also managed to raise over $5,000 for
charity.
Once again, our sincere thanks to the
volunteers who manned the gates and,
most of all, to the dedicated gardeners who
put so much effort into presenting their
gardens at their best, and showing visitors
around.
We look forward to 2009, and hope that
this year’s gardeners will be willing to “go
again”.
Even so, the success of the program
depends very much on also having new
gardens on show each year. We hope
some more of Robertson’s many keen
gardeners will consider joining in.
If you would like to do so, or would like
some more information, please give me a
ring on
48 851 080.

Micki Boehme, ROBERTSON
RECOLLECTIONS
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The above businesses are financial
members of the
Robertson Chamber of Commerce.

Old Potato Shed

CHRISTMAS Gifts that are Original
And All made in Australia
Custom Framing

Happy Christmas
OPEN

10am - 5pm :closed on Tuesdays
Shop 3-74 Hoddle Street, ROBERTSON NSW 2577
Ph: 024885 2400 www.oldpotatoshedgallery.com.au

Dear Councillor,
During a recent phone conversation with my husband, Bernard Eddy, the Mayor Duncan Gair said he clearly understands the need for the
Robertson Village to be sewered as a matter of urgency. I understand that this matter will come before Council late this month, and I seek
your support for the Wingecarribee Shire Council committing itself financially to constructing the Robertson Sewerage Scheme, as a matter
of priority.
There is another issue which it seems most Councillors are not aware of. In very difficult financial times, a considerable number of
Robertson residents are paying up to $1,100 a month in pump-out costs – not because of their excessive use, but because of the climatic
conditions and soil types, which mean vast quantities of ground water leaks into their Pump-out tanks in Robertson, causing them to fill in as
little as two weeks, when heavy rain falls. This fact alone warrants urgent attention by Councillors to the need for a Robertson Sewerage
Scheme. It is an extraordinary impost upon residents, and also on landlords. Additionally, owners of major businesses in Robertson are
paying large sums of money attempting to maintain existing on-site systems decades past their use-by date.
The townsfolk of Robertson have lost count of the number of times they have been promised a decent sewerage system. Faced with
unending promises, owners have chosen to patch their on-site tanks rather than meet the expense of installing new ones. Over some twenty
years these outgoings total many times the costs of installing new systems!
Robertson, the largest unsewered town in the highlands has an annual rainfall well over twice that of the surrounding district and is situated
directly above the main water catchment for Bowral, Moss Vale, Mittagong and, of course Sydney.
Ten years ago there was a Royal Commission into the Cryptosporidium and Giardia contamination of Sydney drinking water which underlined
the need to sewer Robertson. The scare in 1998 saw 3 million Sydney residents forced to boil their tap water for three months. The
McClellan Inquiry concluded by listing one of the 'main threats to Sydney water being unsewered small towns on the edge of the catchment
basin, especially those in areas of high rainfall.' That is a perfect description of the situation of Robertson.
The New South Wales government has finally agreed to meet its promised financial commitment to this project. The money has been
allocated to Council.
The Council website features an entry headed "Robertson Sewerage Scheme.” It says 'Public health and the environment will be best
protected by properties being connected to the sewerage system as soon as it becomes available.'
The Council website explains: 'The number of dwellings all trying to dispose of waste water within the residentially zoned areas at Robertson
has substantially increased over the years, putting public health at risk and increasing the potential for pollution of waterways.'
Some residents have concerns regarding the costs of connection and the RCOC has had discussions with Council GM, Mike Hyde to arrange
a procedure to address individual circumstances.
During these discussions, the GM assured our delegation the money for the sewerage project was in hand.
But, the Robertson Chamber of Commerce is concerned that the Environment Assessment process could present a major problem. The
consultant hired to report to Town Planner; Peter Malloy has apparently been mired down in the paperwork owing to the objections raised by
a few people who simply don't want a sewerage system; despite a Royal Commission; despite the health concerns; despite the people stuck
with massive weekly pump-out costs; despite the fouled environment.
For the health of the rest of the Shire, and for the sake of its reputation as clean, green environment, and a popular Tourist destination, the
Wingecarribee Shire simply cannot afford to leave Robertson unsewered - situated as it is - directly above the main catchment for the
Southern Highlands.
What is required for the health of the residents of Robertson, Moss Vale, Bowral and Mittagong – is an immediate commitment by the newly
elected WSC to commence construction of the Robertson Sewerage system without further delay.
With respect, I suggest this is not a discretionary issue since the health, well-being and reputation of the Wingecarribee Shire depend on
this installation at the earliest opportunity.
The Robertson Chamber looks forward to your support on this matter and its inclusion on the agenda for the first meeting in January.
Yours Sincerely,
Dorothy Baker,
President RCOC
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Community Notices
The Muses’ Salon

Dates for Robertson 2009 are:
9-13 Feb book and pay $32.50+
16-20 Feb Clean up Southern Villages
(Robertson and Fitzroy Falls)

French Baroque Airs & Dances
—
—
—

Details or more information call
Resource Recovery Centre ph.4868
0555
or on line www.wsc.nsw.gov.au

The book would make a great Christmas
present with lots of local recipes, photos
and historical; information about potatoes!
Should you like to show your interest in
purchasing, please just let me know.

-

-

St John’s
Christmas Services
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Christmas Day
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Southern Highlands
Funerals

ps

Colin & Laurelle Boland

the perfume & skincare co.
-

-

Last month (in October) thirteen members of the newly formed Robertson Judo
Club competed at the National Kodakan Competition in Tweed Heads.
Judo in Japanese means “gentle way”, which translates to a non-striking martial
art. The Robertson club formed in April 2007 and now has 65 registered
members, with ages ranging form 4 to 40 plus.
11 local children qualified to compete in the Junior weight divisions at the
National Championships at Tweed Heads on October 10th-12th. All of the
Robertson competitors played extremely well with varying success.
Two of our Juniors are now Australian National Champions. Rebecca Mauger is
the Intermediate Women’s national Champion and Bryce White is the U10's
Middleweight Champion.
At the Nationals, other successful Robertson Juniors in their respective weight/
age divisions are: Gemma White 2nd, Vaughn Edmonds 2nd, Rachael Hollis 2nd,
Owen White 2nd, Max Mauger 3rd, Ben Coulter 3rd, Bronwyn Hollis 2nd, Nicholas
Westcott 3rd in their respective age/weight divisions.
Assistant coach Allen Mauger competed with the winning NSW Senior Men's
team against 3 other Australian States, as well as placing 2nd in veterans and 3rd
in Senior Open Men's division. Rebecca Mauger placed 2nd in the Women's Open
and 1st in under 72 kilo Women's making her a National Champion in this event.
Sensei Terry Ritchies, a former International Champion, says that the strength of
the Robertson club at their first Australian Kodakan competition surprised
national organizers.
The Judo club has places on the mat on Tuesday evenings for Seniors from
6.30pm and Juniors from 5 -6.30pm.
More details phone Allen Mauger on: 0418930976

(back) Sensei Terry Ritchies, Rebecca Mauger, Vaughn Edmonds, Nicholas Westcott, Max Mauger,
Max Pointing, Allen Mauger
(middle) Bronwyn Hollis, Rachael Hollis, Gemma White, Owen White, Ben Coulter
(front) Ben Makin, Bryce White

-

Church Services

