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Having been consistently lobbied for by
concerned residents and members of the
business community as an essential piece
of infrastructure to enable people to safely
access the village on foot or bicycle, the
eastern pathway into Robertson took its
last step into the world Friday
November 19th when Labor Member
for Kiama, Matt Brown cut the ribbon
at a ceremony attended by thirty
eight people.
Ten were from the village. A
number of long tern residents expressed
surprise and disappointment because they weren’t
given the opportunity to take part.
The footpath had taken 16 years to progress from blueprint to kerb, gutter and cement.
Head of Technical Services, Michael Brearley was master of ceremonies. In attendance were the new Mayor, Ken Halstead
and his deputy, Larry Whipper. The designer, chief engineer and a number of council workmen also enjoyed the scones and
cream with morning tea at the Robertson Cheese Factory.
The directive from council was that only a few could come because the event was considered to be restricted by safety issues.
Ed. The Official Footpath Opening was a somewhat odd event. The presence of the local MP, Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Council
staff and the workers who built it, all made perfect sense. What didn’t make sense was the handful of local residents most of
whom found out about the event through the grapevine rather than through any open invitation. A quick look at the area
makes it clear that there was plenty of space where local residents could have gathered in complete safety to celebrate the
opening of this significant amenity. It was almost as if Council didn’t think it was any of our business!
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The above businesses are members of the
Robertson Chamber of Commerce.

To join call Dorothy 4885 2400

NEWS
December 2010
During the last 12 months the Robertson and District Swimming Pool Association Inc (RADSPA) has progressed in bringing the construction
of a heated and covered swimming pool in Robertson closer to fruition.
Fundraising activities included a successful raffle where the three lucky winners received travel-related prizes.
First prize of a Coral Seas Travel $5000 voucher was Mr. Peter Gillis.
Second prize for an inclusive week end at North Sydney Harbour View Hotel was J & L Skipper
Third Prize of one night at the same venue was Ms.Sally Beresford
RADSPA’s AGM was held on 14th October 2010. The 2010-2011 committee is as follows:
President
Vice-President
Secretary /Public Officer
Treasurer

John Thomas
Don Ferguson
Sandra Dawson
Sharon Turner

Committee members: Rod McDonald, Sharon Makin, Lynn Stevenson, Dennis Wann
The site for the pool is still to be confirmed. Over the past year the RASPA Inc committee has had extensive meetings with the Robertson
Bowling Club re siting the pool on Bowling Club land. These meetings have included inspections of similar facilities, a meeting with council
and with a barrister. As a result of these communications with the RBC, RADSPA submitted a Staged DA to Wingecarribbee Shire Council
which was subsequently approved.
The RADSPA committee is disappointed that the RBC has not continued satisfactory communications with the RADSPA committee. The
committee is particularly surprised that the RBC would not allow this matter to be discussed at their recent AGM or allow members of the
RBC to be brought up to date re the proposed development. RADSPA believes that the RBC could have benefitted from this development. A
once-in-a lifetime opportunity from which the RBC to develop a sports precinct in the centre of town has now been lost.
RADSPA is now negotiating with the land holders of three alternative sites and hopes to have agreement to pursue the swimming pool
development in the near future.
In the meantime the accumulated funds are increasing with quarterly interest and now exceed $180,000.
For further Information please contact:
The Secretary
RADSPA Inc
PO Box 3059
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Community Notices
AGM
The committee would like to extend
an invitation to all members of the
community to attend our annual
general meeting on Wednesday
December 8th December at 6pm.
Please RSVP to Jenny Kena at
info@robertsonctc.org.au if you would
like to come.

Yoga Classes in Robertson
Starting Monday the 29th November at
6pm.
Classes will be...
Mon 6 - 7:30pm
Tues 9 - 10:30am
Sat 8:30 - 10am
Lead by Jess Gordon, an internationally
accredited Yoga teacher, (RYS200)
Come and enjoy a 90minute session of
Iyengar /Hatha style Yoga which
includes:

o
o
o
o

mats
Yoga asanas
Pranayama (breathing techniques)

Meditation
Learn basic tools on how to calm the
mind and listen to your own intuition
Jess Gordon completed her training in
Byron Bay 2010, through Flo Fenton's
Intouch registered Yoga school, and has
taught in Moss vale and East Bowral.
Contact Jess on
jessica.gordon@y7mail.com
or
0427400595
Also Anne Stowar B.Soc.Stud. (Syd),
M.A.A.S.W; (Dip Teaching IYTA) still
teaches on Thursday evenings from 6pm
until 7.30pm at the Community Centre in
Caalong Street, Robertson. For further
details phone Anne on 4885 1341.

THE ART OF THE DOP

Free Ware installed on one of the
Café computers
If you would like to see how a free
operating system and free software
works come and have a look at one
of our oldest computers running
beautifully with the Ubuntu Operating
System and running a lot of free
programs including Open Office and
GIMP (which is an advanced photo
editing application). You could book
a tour of the operating system with
our new volunteer Joseph. Joseph is
an IT student at University of
Wollongong. He’d love to show you
the features of this free ware.

–

WordPress Course
The CTC has had some expressions
of interest to run a WordPress
course. Wordpress is free software
which allows you to create a website
or blog. We have an expert who is
willing to travel to Robertson to teach
this course and envisage making it
available in early February. If you
would like to join this course please
contact Monica at the CTC.
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What is it with Robertson and the weather! Again this year the weather conspired against us, but
gardeners are a hardy lot and that includes the visitors and also the garden makers who prepared and
showed their beautiful gardens. Springtime Open Gardens in Robertson was a great success with
several thousand visitors coming to Robertson to wander through our 8 wonderful gardens. This year
the gardens were opened from 2nd October to the 17th and during this time there was a garden open
every day and several at the weekends.
Not only did the gardens bring visitors to Robertson they also raised over $3000.00 for the charities of
their choice. Media coverage from Tourism Southern Highlands, Imag, the Visitors Guide and local
radio all helped to promote the gardens and at the same time promoted Robertson.
We would like to offer our sincere thanks to the dedicated gardeners who devoted a lot of time and
effort in showcasing their gardens as well as showing the visitors around.
Robertson Village Network Inc would like to also thank the sponsors of Springtime Open Gardens who
made it possible for us to buy new signage for the gardens and to print the Open Gardens brochure
which was distributed throughout the Southern Highlands, Canberra and the Illawarra to advertise our
gardens. Thank you also to those who helped with distribution.
We look forward to 2011, and hope the experience of having an “Open Garden” will make you want to
do it again and that other garden-makers in Robertson will join in. The success of Springtime Open
Gardens is only possible if there are some new gardens on show each year.
We would also like to thank Micki and Dion Boehme at Robertson Recollections for their help and guidance, in this our first year organising
the Open Gardens Event. Micki and Dion started this event some five years ago and it has gone from strength to strength under their
charge.
- Marion Tyree, Secretary, Robertson Village Network Inc
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