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Watching nightly television coverage of the inundation tearing apart town after town has left many of 
us with a feeling of numb disbelief and helplessness for the poor Australians whose lives have been 
shattered by the worst floods in our history. 
 

Robertson Bowling Club and Michael Breen have 
thought of an excellent way for all of us to HELP.  
 
:KDW� FDQ� \RX� GR"� Bring something from 
home that is valued by you and can be 
auctioned to raise money for those who have 
been left with only the clothes they had on when 
the horror reached their door. 
 
A reputable charity organisation will be engaged 
to ensure that all the proceeds are safely 
distributed. 
 
Children in Robertson and the rest of the 
Highlands will also be invited to reach out from 
their hearts by creating message cards to send 
to young people without homes or schools. 
 

Members of the Bowling Club and the Robertson Chamber of Commerce will team up with Michael to 
involve as many in the community as possible 
 
 

There is just under a month to organise 
ourselves. 

For more information or to help with 
organisation please contact Michael Breen 

phone 4885 2180 or RCoC 4885 2400 
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Watching "Return to Cranford" recently, 
we were struck by the wisdom of a 
speech by one of the characters, 
commenting on whether the new 
steam railway should be allowed to 
come to Cranford...the character's 
words are... 
  
"...I quote from the Bible "examine all 
things - hold fast to what is 
good"...however change or its refusal is 
not within our right. The young grow 
apace about us all the time. They 
desire progress. They are turned to 
face the sun and if we stunt them they 
will seek a riper soil. For whom then 
shall we be preserving our traditions?" 
  
Given the doubts of some, of the need 
for growth in our village, we thought 
these sentiments worth sharing with 
your readers. 
  
6LQFHUHO\��0LFNL�DQG�'LRQ�%RHKPH 
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I would like to thank all who have 
crossed my path since my arrival to the 
green heart. I have experienced wel-
come, generosity, graciousness and 
warmth. 
 
I moved here from north east Victoria, 
snow country which is blessed by a 
mantle of white in the winter; I’ve seen 
old photos of Robo where the same 
applied some decades earlier. An old 
photo in the Robo railway museum 
shows a foot of snow on car rooftops 
down Macquarie Pass, from the 
1960s? What a hoot! 
 
In most recent times, the Alps and larg-
er tracts of country have experienced 
summer's bushfire—it made me nerv-
ous. I feel somewhat blessed to have 
regular rain and mists and its soothing 
feel. Perhaps the same or something 

Dear Sir 
 

A Decade of Lost Opportunities. 
 

The recent statement from Thiess 
about why they had withdrawn from 
the tender process for the Robertson 
sewerage scheme, came as about 
the last straw in this long-running 
debacle. Thiess seemed to be saying 
that they lost interest when they saw 
that a modern, innovative, scheme 
was not wanted - that Council were 
locked into an outdated dinosaur 
model. 
  

One reason for this may be the 
extraordinary length of time that this 
saga has run.  
 

Robertson ratepayers were being 
levied for a sewerage scheme as far 
back as the 1970s. When we moved 
to Robertson in 1996 we were told by 
Council that "the sewerage scheme 
will not be completed until the year 
2000"  
  

It is now 2011 and the work has not 
even started! We have had over a 
decade of obfuscation and delay, 
some of it, seemingly, in a deliberate 
attempt to restrict or prevent 
Robertson growing into a viable 
community. 
  

The costs and losses that have 
resulted from this delay are huge.  
 

Robertson needs a sewerage scheme 
in order to grow.  But up to now,  it is 
easy to show that, pump out was 
never needed. A decade after these 
restrictions were introduced, the 
many houses in Robertson, on blocks 

of 6 or 700 square metres and even 
less that were on septic tanks then, are 
still on septic tanks now, over ten years 
later! 
 

It is impossible to believe that Council 
would have let this situation continue, 
if there had been ANY real risk or 
danger. 
 

The extraordinarily leisurely pace of 
Council action is, in itself, the proof 
that the restrictive 2000 square metre 
block policy, and the attendant pump 
out policy were never really needed. 
They have served only to punish new 
residents, and to discourage growth in 
the village. 
 

Nevertheless many households have 
now been paying thousands of dollars 
a year in pump out fees for over a 
decade. Pump-out has, of itself, been a 
great disincentive to building and 
settlement. Plans for increased or 
improved accommodation at Motel, 
Hotel, B&Bs and guest houses have 
been on hold for over a decade, 
await ing sewerage. It can be 
shown that Robertson has missed out 
on at least 20,000 bed nights of visitor 
accommodation over this time. The 
adverse impact on business viability in 
the village has been great. 
  

And now, to make matters even worse, 
it seems that, during this wasted 15 
years, Council's experts have made no 
a t t e m pt  t o  k e e p  p ac e  w i t h 
developments in sewerage plant 
science and methodology. Costs have 
also exploded over this time. Expert 
advice is that an innovative scheme 
could in fact be much cheaper, saving 
ratepayers millions. Yet, in the face of 
all this, Council is determined to build 
its dinosaur.  
  

The delay is disgraceful, but the failure 
to embrace innovation in the design of 
the Robertson plant is simply 
unforgivable. 
  

Yours Sincerely, Dion Boehme. 

similar is what townspeople have 
mentioned to me: 'it just felt good 
here, so we stayed'. 
 
I look forward to experiencing more of 
the magic soon.  
 

Steve Curtain 
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visitors to Robertson. The overall 
expenditure for the playground was 
$120,000. 
When you add this to the $ 821,000, 
made up of RTA grants of $263,000, 
federal grants of $286,500 and 
Council IRS expenditure of $271,000 
for the Fountaindale Rd footpath,  
with stage four to commence in 
march/April of this year, you will start 
to appreciate that Council is certainly 
investing into the Village. 
There will always be those who whine 
and fail to see the positive things that 
are being done in the village, and 
ignore the fact that this is a big shire 
with many needs and ratepayer 
demands. We can do nothing about 
these! 
I can assure you that I along with 
other local Councillors represent the 
needs and concerns of this village 
and surrounding area sincerely, and 
are always available to take concerns 
to Council and advocate as best we 
can. 
My involvement with many projects 
will attest to the fact that I am 
assisting to keep this village in the 
spotlight and evoke attention and 
positives outcomes. I will continue to 
do so while acknowledging the 
integrity and unique historical, 
environment al and social assets of 
our village. 
With Caalong St Street footpath, 
Fountaindale footpath works both 
creating more safety for residents 
and Hampden Park upgrade, adding 
to the Social fabric of the village and 
with more work to come in Hampden 
Park things are looking good. 
I have been happy to be able to 
assist in all these projects and am 
happy to continue to advocate for the 
village of Robertson as I have always 
done. I have been trying for many 
years to get a safe pedestrian access 
across the railway line at the Corner 
of Illawarra Highway and Sassafras 
way.  ARTEC is trying to throw all 
l iab i l i t y  back  onto  Counc i l . 

Negotiations are continuing. 
Please feel free to contact me on any 
issues of concern. 
 

Clr Larry Whipper. 

/HWWHUV�WR�WKH�(GLWRU� 

Dear Editor 
 

Great news for the Village of Robertson 
yet again!  Sometime ago last year,  the 
Hamden Park Management Committee 
expressed frustration that  in spite of 
their efforts  and considerable work 
that they had invested in  preparing 
plans for the revitalization of the Park 
and playground, Council were not 
releasing sec94 monies to assist with 
these upgrades. 
When this came to my attention, I was 
able to meet with the Committee and 
to persuade Council to release monies 
so that these important works could 
begin. The new playground equipment 
is incredible and I am sure will bring 
much enjoyment to local children and 

Dear Editor 
 

In reply to the council letter in the 
Southern Highlands News of Friday 
28th January,2011, it astounding to 
find that there is a liaison officer 
supposedly employed by council to 
work out all issues  with Public Works. 
So why would this person not be 
making the press releases for 
Wingecarribee Shire Council and 
organising the following! 
  

I can only hope that Wingecarribee 
Shire Council can accept the tender, 
agree upon a road access to the 
planned sewerage site, have electricity 
c onnect ed ,  have  t own  wat er 
connected, erect the fence, have the 
building constructed,  negotiate the 
pipeline through some private property 
and along 14km of State Rail Authority 
land and then under Sheepwash Road 
by December, 2011. Can it be done 
prior to loosing the funding (only 11 
months away) when in 30 years they 
have only talked about connecting the 
sewerage to Robertson.  
  

Can all this be achieved in 11 months, 
remembering the time it has taken 
to not have an access, to agree not to 
pay a purchase price for  the sewerage 
site, to forget to do the aboriginal land 
rights inspection for artefacts and to 
mail notices to vacant land. 
  

I feel very sorry for all those residents 
and business people who continue to 
pay exorbitant pump out fees without 
an end to this at present. 
  

I am not a gambler but a would like a 
bet on this not being completed by 
December, 2011 
  
-XG\�)LVN 



 

ATOMIC TUTORING 
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Southern Highlands Community Transport has wheelchair 
accessible vehicles, buses and cars.    
 

Our buses provide a door to door shopping service. There 
is also a helper to help you do your shopping and to assist 
with parcels and boarding the bus.  The bus will pick up 
and set down en route if requested.  We also offer social 
outings throughout the year and transport to various 
medical appointments. 
 

We cover the following areas of Bowral, Balmoral, Hilltop, 
Colo Vale, Mittagong, Yerrinbool, Robertson, Burrawang, 
Kangaloon, Wingello, Penrose, Bundanoon, Exeter, Moss 
Vale, Berrima and their surrounding areas. 
 

Pick up is between 9am and 10am and we return for 
home around 1pm from Oxley Mall in Bowral. 
 

The service is funded to support residents who live in the 
Wingecarribee Shire who are frail, aged, people with a 
disability and their carers and aims to assist you to 
maintain your independence and remain in your own 
home for as long as possible.  
 

The service is also funded to support people who are 
transport disadvantaged due to social or geographic 
isolation or those with financial difficulty. 
 

For more information Contact Southern Highlands 
Community Transport on Ph: 4872 3722 or  Call into the 
office at Unit 1/18 Priestley Street, Mittagong. 

5RVV�:HVWVFRUHU�����-����� 
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A packed gathering in the Robertson School of Arts 
recently celebrated the life of Ross Westscorer. 
He died peacefully in his sleep from a heart attack one day 
after his 64th birthday.  
 
Ross lived in Robertson for 30 years. He enjoyed a 
career in hospitality, was an accomplished cook and loved 
to entertain dinner guests at lavish evenings. 
He took great pride in his Sentinel Farm and ran a B&B at 
the cottage. 
 
At his wake a number of his closest friends made it clear 
that Ross didn't ever suffer fools gladly, do anything by 
halves or leave anyone in any doubt how he felt. 
 
To close friends and casual acquaintances his passing was 
premature. 
He will be sadly missed. 
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Fountaindale  
Grand Manor 

Valentines Dinner 
Saturday 12th February 

Featuring live musical entertainment, 3 course 
dinner (set menu) and romantic ambience.  

$52 per person. 
Bookings Essential. Phone 4885 1111. 

Film-maker/teacher 
seeks self-contained cottage in Robo 
- open to rent/chores/contradeals? 
- I’m decent & good humoured. 
 
Steve Curtain, phone ������������ 
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Ź�7KHUH�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�D�NLRVN�VHOOLQJ�IRRG�DQG�GULQN��HWF���DQG�UDLOZD\�PXVHXP�DQG�VRXYHQLUV� 

Ź�$OVR��YLVLW�WKH�5REHUWVRQ�9LOODJH�0DUNHWV�MXVW�D�VKRUW�ZDON�����PHWUHV�DZD\� 

7KLV�SURPLVHV�WR�EH�D�YHU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�HQMR\DEOH�GD\�ZLWK�IUHH�HQWU\�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�VR�FRPH�DORQJ�WR�WKH�5REHUWVRQ�
5DLOZD\�&RPPRQ�DQG�MRLQ�LQ�WR�PDNH�WKH�GD\�D�JUHDW�VXFFHVV� 
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HAIR ON HODDLE & BEAUTY 
����������RU���������� 
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   /HW�XV�FUHDWH�\RXU�QHZ�PRGHUQ�ORRN� 

  

       ����+RGGOH�6WUHHW��5REHUWVRQ 
      �QH[W�GRRU�WR�5REHUWVRQ�'RFWRU� 

Welcomes 
Dr Julian northover 

 
We are pleased to introduce Dr Julian Northover to our  
practice team.  Originally from Western Australia Julian 
comes with an extensive background in hospital and general 
practice medicine, both Australian and international 
contexts.  
Most recently Julian has worked in the emergency rooms of 
such hospitals as the Royal North Shore and St Vincent’s 
private, and Geraldton regional hospital WA.  Prior to that he 
has explored various GP and hospital posts in the UK as well 
as a stint in the Cocos Keeling Islands and the Royal 
Australian Army Medical Corps. 
In his free time he enjoys tending a small vineyard and 
learning about viticulture 
 

Dr northover will be consulting  
thurs  &  FRI 

9am—5pm 
Please check our website for further updates regarding 

public holidays.  

 
Lexi Watt 
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Gallery Chiron 
28 Hoddle St, Robertson 

 
 
 
 

 
ARTIST STATEMENT. 
 
Wearing two hats in my working life, I work as a pathology 
sister 3 days a week and try to paint the rest of the week.  I 
have tried many art forms over the years and each has given 
something which lends itself to the next one or gives an 
understanding to the execution of the present one. 
 
Teaching and Exhibiting Porcelain Painting at an international 
level for close on 25 years has left its impression on how I 
approach my current love, watercolours and ink. Working in 
washes and lots of detail many times over. My porcelain was 
given a chapter in Trish Bradfords book Porcelain a Fine Art. 
Printmaking came along about 10 yrs ago and even though I 
don’t do traditional prints any more, monoprints and 
embossing of brass, aluminium and copper[oxidised] feature 
quite a bit. I use my love of the Australian bush and its 
wonderful array of beautiful leaves, bark and flowers for 
inspiration. I love to paint the old weathered and scarred over 
the youthful blooms and fresh leaves. 
 

Writing and illustrating “CHOOKIES”- my first published 
Children’s  Picture Book came out at the end of 2009 by Little 
Steps Publishing. This was nominated by the publisher for the 
Children’s Book Council of Australia Awards 2010. Although 
not in the last 10, it was very exciting to be nominated. 
Chookies went into reprint in 2010. It is about 2 chooks 
escaping getting locked in a dress shop overnight, their 
capture escape and recapture. Based on a true story in my 
sister and brother in laws shop in Kiama .A second book 
about  2 naughty  white cockies Where is my Dinner? Is 
submitted and waiting for a yes from a publisher. A sequel to 
Chookies is also well on the way to completion. 
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�WHHQDJHU�DSSURDFKLQJ�\RXU���WK����WK�RU���WK�ELUWKGD\��RU  
�IDPLO\�ZLWK�WHHQDJHUV 
�PHPEHU�RI�D�FRPPXQLW\�JURXS�RU�RUJDQLVDWLRQ 
�UHVLGHQW�ZLWK�FUHDWLYH�VNLOOV�DQG���RU�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�YLVXDO��SHUIRUPLQJ�DUWV 
�UHVLGHQW�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�FLYLF�ULJKWV��UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�DQG��RU�ULWHV�RI�SDVVDJH 
�UHVLGHQW��ORFDO�ZRUNHU�RU�EXVLQHVV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�EHLQJ�LQYROYHG�DQG���RU�ILQGLQJ�RXW�
DERXW�WKLV�SLORW 
RI� 5REHUWVRQ DQG� VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHD�" 
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Sheepwash Road will be closed 9th-
11th April (weather permitting) for 
work on the railway crossing, lifting & 
realigning the track. 
 
All Robertson to Bowral traffic will 
need to use an alternative route i.e. 
Kangaloon Road, Tourist Road or go 
via Moss Vale. 
 
Queries call RTA works Office 4872 
5801 
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&RQWULEXWLRQ�*XLGHOLQHV 
&RPPXQLW\�6HUYLFH�$QQRXQFHPHQWV��DUWLFOHV�DQG�GLDU\�VXEPLVVLRQV�DUH�IUHH�RI�FKDUJH��$OO�LWHPV�PXVW�EH�VXEPLWWHG�E\�GHDGOLQH�GDWHV�DQG�PD\�EH�PRGLILHG�DW�WKH�
HGLWRUV�GLVFUHWLRQ��7R�DYRLG�H[WHQVLYH�HGLWLQJ�SOHDVH� OLPLW�DQQRXQFHPHQWV� WR����ZRUGV��DQG�DUWLFOHV� WR�D�PD[LPXP�����ZRUGV��,W� LV�SUHIHUDEOH� WKDW�VXEPLVVLRQV�EH�
W\SHG�RU�HPDLOHG��7KDQN�\RX� 
 

$GYHUWLVLQJ 
$�VLQJOH�LQVHUWLRQ�LV�������'LVFRXQW�RI����IRU�PHPEHUV�RI�5REHUWVRQ�&KDPEHU�RI�&RPPHUFH��(DFK�LQVHUWLRQ�LV�OLPLWHG�WR�D�PD[LPXP����[����PP��$GYHUWLVHUV�DUH�
UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� PHHWLQJ� VXEPLVVLRQ� GHDGOLQHV�� $Q\� FRS\� UHFHLYHG� DIWHU� WKH� GHDGOLQH� LV� XQOLNHO\� WR� EH� LQFOXGHG�� $OO� DGYHUWLVLQJ� LV� SD\DEOH� LQ� DGYDQFH�� $OO�
DGYHUWLVHPHQWV�WR�'RURWK\�%DNHU�DW�WKH�236*DOOHU\�QRZ�DW�WKH�5REHUWVRQ�&KHHVH�)DFWRU\�SK�ID[�����������RU�32%R[������5REHUWVRQ������� 7KDQN�\RX�IRU�\RXU�
VXSSRUW� 
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DQ\�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU� WKRVH�VWDWHPHQWV�DQG�RSLQLRQV��DQ\�LQIHUHQFHV� WKDW�PD\�EH�GUDZQ�IURP�WKHP��RU�DFWLRQV�RU�FKDUJHV�ZKLFK�PD\�UHVXOW� IURP�WKHP��7KH�(GLWRU�
UHVHUYHV�WKH�ULJKW�QRW�WR�SULQW�DQ\�LWHP�WKDW�LV�GHIDPDWRU\�WR�DQ\�SHUVRQ�RU�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��RU�WKDW�LV�DQRQ\PRXVO\�VHQW��DQG�WR�HGLW�DQ\�FRQWULEXWLRQV�DV�UHTXLUHG��� 
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ROBERTSON in the GARDEN 
 
The recent spring and summer rains have been a mixed blessing for gardeners 
in the Southern Highlands. Many plants have suffered from waterlogging and 
fungal or bacterial problems. 
 
The most obvious victims of the wet have been the many Photinia hedges in the 
village. They have been hit by a very nasty Leaf Spot Fungus which has caused 
massive leaf drop and in some cases death. This fungus is spread by raindrops 
splashing the infection from leaf to leaf, tree to tree and up off the ground, even 
through the misty air. 
 
If your hedge has been affected you should think about pruning the plants to 
allow more air movement and encourage new growth. Also remove all fallen 
leaves as they are a source of infection. Sprays are available and are worth 
using to reduce the degree of reinfection next year. Hopefully by now many of 
the hedges will be starting to show healthy new growth and if not too badly 
affected will recover. 
 
Many other trees and shrubs have also been attacked by fungal infection, 
usually seen as brown spots on leaves. In most cases these are just cosmetic, 
but if a continuing problem sprays are available. 
 
Healthy actively growing plants should be able to overcome many of these problems and of course deciduous plants have 
the advantage of shedding all those damaged leaves and providing fresh new growth next Spring. 
 
Root rot is a problem which may take longer to be 
seen, and is harder to deal with. Often the problem is 
not obvious until the plant dies, seemingly overnight 
and often in hot, dry conditions as there are 
insufficient roots to pump water up to the plant. 
Many of our gardens were saturated for fairly long 
periods of time, reducing the amount of air in the soil 
and killing off the roots. Plants with root rot often wilt 
as if they are dry causing people to compound the 
problem by watering. 
 
If you noticed areas in the garden where water lay 
around and was unable to drain away , you might 
consider installing some drainage or raising the 
garden beds.   
 
Also check pots to see that they are draining.  
 
See you all in Autumn when Robertson Nursery will 
be once again open for business. 
Jill Keft  
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