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Robertson Rural Fire Brigade has recently taken delivery of a Category 11, 4X4 Village Pumper, fire truck.  This 
new addition to the Wingecarribee fleet significantly improves the response capabilities of our local brigade.  
Some of the new features include: 
 
· 4 sets of breathing apparatus cylinders, giving the brigade improved ability to enter smoke filled structures 

for search and rescue purposes. 
· Positive pressure fan to more efficiently evacuate buildings of smoke. 
· Additional forced entry tools allowing for quicker access to locked or damaged structures. 
· 3000 litre water tank (50% increase on previous truck) 
· Larger/longer access ladders. 
· Truck mounted floodlights. 
 
 Whilst at first glance this new fire truck may seem to be out of place in a small rural village, the realities of what 
we do as an emergency services provider and the perception of what a Rural Fire Brigade does, can be poles 
apart.  The Robertson brigade’s call-out statistics tell the real story.  Over the last decade our local call-outs have 
steadily increased from around 20 calls-outs a year to an average now of around 40.  And with that increase, the 
type of emergency responses (in percentage terms) has changed.  In the past we did an even mix of bush/
scrub /grass fires with an assortment of vehicle fire/accidents and structural  (house) fires.  However today’s 
local “firies” find themselves more and more at MVAs (Motor Vehicle Accidents), structural fires and other 
incidents that reflect the growing population of our village. 
 
As well as this latest fire truck the Robertson brigade has two other vehicles that give us flexibility to deal with a 
number of different incidents.  Our second fire truck is a smaller tanker that is specifically targeted at bush fires 
and has better flexibility to access fire trails and hard to reach parts of the bush.  In addition to these fire-fighting 
vehicles we also have a district owned 5-seat personnel carrier that helps to ferry extra fire fighters to and from 

incidents.  These vehicles are all 
now stationed in our recently 
completed 3-bay fire station, 
making the Robertson brigade one 
of the largest and best equipped 
brigades in the district. 
 
 Interested in joining or just want 
to know more?   
Go to www.robertson.rfsa.org.au  
or  
drop around to your local Fire 
Station on Wallangunda Street 
f r o m  7 : 3 0 pm  W ed n es d a y 
evenings.  
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Upwards of 150 people packed the St. Jude’s hall, Bowral to hear 
about the proposed hospice for the Southern Highlands. 
 

Chairman Bob Constable and other members of the hospice 
steering committee outlined the proposal and explained the role 
of palliative care in maximising the quality of life for people with a 
terminal illness. 
Michael Shaw, CEO HarbisonCare, and Dr David Browning 
explained how palliative care differed from acute care in hospitals 
by going beyond the physical treatment of illness to include the 
emotional and spiritual dimensions of caring for people who are 
approaching the end of their lives. 
 

Jenny Harper, CEO Southern Highlands Private Hospital, 
acknowledged that, though we have passionate and caring 
people involved in palliative care, there is a limit to the capacity of 
acute care hospitals to provide for people 
with terminal illnesses. 
 

Daphne Robertson highlighted the importance of community 
volunteers in making possible a hospice that would serve 
uninsured patients, as well as those with private health 
insurance. 
 

The reaction of those who attended was unanimously positive. 
 

Mayor Ken Halstead anticipated that Council would give the 
project its support in any way it could. 
 

The next step would be for the steering committee to explore the 
possibilities for funding from State & Federal Governments and 
local benefactors. Dr Amanda Walker, Director of Palliative Care 
South West Sydney Local Health Network, expressed enthusiasm 
for the project. She voiced the opinion that the community had 
the opportunity to create a new model for palliative care in 
Australia. 
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At the recent AGM held at Fountaindale Grand Manor 
our  members re-elected: 
 
President - Dorothy Baker of Green Heart Gallery 
Vice President - Judy Fisk of RJ Mackey Real Estate 
Secretary - Bernard Eddy of Green Heart Gallery 
 
We are happy to have a new treasurer Pi-Wei Lim of 
Robertson Doctor. Thank you to our former treasurer of 
three years, Caroline Marsh of Cafe Pirouette. 
 
RCoC will again be producing the Robertson & District 
Calendar 2012 with a new look. Thank you to John Massetti 
for all his hard work over many years. The new designer is 
Damien Lee who we thank in advance for his work. 
 
Calendars are FREE and will be available from the beginning 
of December at most shops in Robertson. 
There is a discount for RCoC members  on advertising in the 
Newsletter and Calendar. 
For advertising and/or membership details contact 
dorothybaker@southernphone.com.au 
 
Dorothy Baker RCoC President 
Phone 4885 2400 Green Heart Gallery 
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The All-inclusive cost covers  

Games, Craft, Drama, Singing  & Music and 

Morning Tea!  
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Occurring more commonly in spring and summer, hay fever 
is an allergic reaction in the nose, throat and eyes. It is 
usually caused by inhaling pollens that are present in the 
air during certain times of the year. However, some people 
have symptoms of allergic rhinitis all year round, caused by 
inhaling allergens such as animal dander, mould spores 
and house dust mites. Your GP can arrange ‘allergy skin 
tests’ to help find the cause. 

Symptoms of hay fever can include: sneezing, running 
nose, sinus congestion, itchy nose, itchy/watery eyes and 
feeling run-down. It can often be worse in the mornings 
and on windy days (when airborne pollen levels are 
highest).  

To help manage your hay fever, try and identify the 
allergens that may be triggering your symptoms and then 
aim to reduce your exposure to them. It’s not always easy 
but doing things such as staying indoors on windy days, 
removing suspect house and garden plants, cleaning your 
house regularly to remove mould and dust, and keeping 
animals outdoors may help.  

The important thing for you to remember is that you don’t 
have to suffer! There are plenty of good treatment options 
available to give you some relief and help prevent the hay 
fever symptoms. These include: 
 

Antihistamines  
They aim to counter the body’s reaction to the allergen 

and help to relieve itching, sneezing, running nose 
and eye symptoms.  

Are available as tablets, syrups, nasal sprays and eye 
drops.  

 

Corticosteroid nose sprays  
The lining of the nose and sinuses can often get very 

inflamed with allergic rhinitis.  These nasal sprays 
are effective in reducing this inflammation and 
even in preventing it in the first place.   

Regular daily use is often needed to get the best 
results.  

 

Other treatments  
Decongestants (tablet form or nasal spray) can help to 

dry up the nose. 
Saline nasal sprays and rinses can help clear mucus 

from the nose and sinuses.  
Lubricant eye drops (artificial tears) may relieve mild 

eye symptoms. 
Ask a pharmacist or doctor for advice about the best 

treatment for you. 
By Nick Knowles -Pharmacist 
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There isn’t a lot of information available about the origins of the 
Uniting Church in Robertson, but it is evident that many of these 
pioneers were Wesleyan Methodists. The original church of timber 
slab construction was erected in Hoddle Street around 1870. By 
1888 this was in poor condition and was replaced by another 
building. In 1894 the community had built a fine manse next door in 
timber for a regular minister. This building is now rented as a private 
dwelling. 
 
The current timber church was erected in 1902 on the same site as 
the previous church. It is thought to be of local cedar - now painted, 
but the vaulted ceiling inside today shows its original beauty. A school 
hall was added to the church in 1932.  
 
During the early years, congregations had also developed in Wildes 
Meadow and Kangaloon, & by 1888 had become part of what was 
then known as the Robertson Methodist Circuit. During the 20th 
Century, the Robertson Church remained a strong centre of worship 
& community activity, with fellowship, youth, and children’s groups. 
With the shift in population towards larger centres and a decline in 
farm labour in the late 20th century, and the incorporation of the local 
Methodist community as part of the Uniting Church, Wildes Meadow 
church was closed, Kangaloon church became attached to Bowral, 
and Robertson began to be ministered to from Moss Vale. 
 
While there are currently no Sunday Worship services in Robertson, a 
food and fellowship meeting is held at 5pm on the third Sunday of 
each month, and a coffee, cake and conversation café is held on the 
third Wednesday of the month from 10am till noon. 
 
As the new minister of the Uniting Church in the parish of Moss Vale, 
which includes Robertson, I look forward to working with the local 
members of the church, as well as with other churches and the wider 
community. My wife (Rhoda) and I have already had a wonderfully 
warm welcome and begun to make new friends. I have previously 
served in the church at Bellingen (near Coffs Harbour), Scone & the 
Upper Hunter Valley, and for the past nearly eight years in Ballina. 
I enjoy bushwalking & wildlife photography (especially birds), but I 
particularly enjoy meeting with and listening to people, and 
encouraging others to live the best possible life.  
 
Feel free to 
contact me on 
4868 1134. 
John Balding 
Minister 
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The RADSPA Inc. committee had a very busy 6 months pursuing 
a site necessary for the development of a planned Aquatic 
Centre. Since the opportunity to build the Centre on land adjacent 
to the Robertson Bowling Club was lost, the committee has three 
sites worthy of consideration. Two of these sites have frontages 
to Hoddle Street. The committee has been encouraged by 
meetings with Wingecarribee Shire Council’s General Manager, 
Jason Gordon and Director of Planning, Scott Lee on these 
potential sites. 
The first block, known as the “Scouts hall block”, already has 
development with a Scout Hall, equipment shed and the popular 
C.T.C building. Several discussions have been held with local and 
district Scouts officials and a development housing the Aquatic 
Centre can be placed on this site. RADSPA are waiting for official 
approval from Scouts NSW. 
The second site known as the “Police block” and adjacent to the 
C.T.C building is vacant and is held by Crown Lands Department. 
Letters have been sent to the Department seeking opportunities 
for leasing. At a recent meeting with the State Member for Kiama, 
Gareth Ward, the committee was encouraged to submit a full 
plan to him for endorsement to the Crown Lands Department. 
Gareth Ward recently visited Robertson and again met with the 
committee and viewed both sites. He has given his support to the 
development, and has also encouraged further applications for 
funding from the Sports & Recreation Grants once a D.A. has 
been lodged with Council. 
Until a suitable site has been approved RADSPA are not openly 
raising funds. The deposited funds are continuing to accrue 
interest and this fund now totals almost $185,000. Collection 
boxes throughout the village have been wonderfully supported 
and we take this opportunity to thank the store owners for their 
support. 
The AGM of RADSPA has been called for Thursday 6 October at 
the Robertson School of Arts commencing at 7.00 pm. Members 
and interested persons are encouraged to attend. There is a very 
confident feeling about 2012 as hopes are high for the Aquatic 
Centre to commence development. 
The committee thanks all persons who have shown interest in 
the “Pool” development and the new committee will hopefully be 
able to carry on the long process of building a covered and 
heated 25 metre, four lane swimming pool and centre for all 
residents, young and old.  
 
For further information contact either  
Sandra Dawson - Secretary (4885 2829) or  
John Thomas - President (4885 1209)     or 
www.robertsonpool.org.au - now being updated. 
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Robertson Burrawang Cricket Club  
are hosting a  

Sportsman’s Dinner,  
with guest speaker  

.HUU\�2
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(ABC Radio Grandstand Cricket Funnyman)  
on Saturday 29th October  
at Robertson Bowling Club  
at 7pm for 7.30pm dinner.  

Tickets are on sale now at the  
Bowling Club (phone 48 851 306).  

$50 each or organise a table of 10 - available for $450. 
Everybody welcome,  

Limited tickets available, don't miss out! 

St David’s Burrawang 

125th Anniversary Service 

9.30am 

Sunday 16th October 
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Encourages the community to 

become involved with your local 
tennis club. 

 

Social tennis Tuesdays 1pm. 
Beginners welcome  

 

Ladies competition Thursdays  
 

Night tennis available  
 
COURT HIRE.  
Available from CHATS CAFE during 
business hours. 
$10.00 per court per hour 
 
YEARLY MEMBERSHIP 
Family $60, Single$40 Youth$20. 
 
A VERY FRIENDLY CLUB 
ALL WELCOME. 
Contact Fran 4886 4468. 

ZŽďĞƌƚƐŽŶ��ŽĐƚŽƌ� 
ŝƐ�ƉůĞĂƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ� 
�ƌ��ĂůŝĂ�hďŝĞĚ� 
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ͘ � 

�ƌ�hďŝĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĐŽŶƐƵůƟŶŐ�ĞĂĐŚ�
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ�Θ�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ͘  

 
tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ƉůĞĂƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂĚǀŝƐĞ�
ƚŚĂƚ��ƌ�&ŝŽŶĂ��ƌŽǁŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�
ĐŽŶƐƵůƟŶŐ�ůĂƚĞ�ĞĂĐŚ�dƵĞƐĚĂǇ�
ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŽ�ϳƉŵ 

 
tĞ�ŚŽƉĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐƵůƚ�
ƟŵĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ĂƐƐŝƐƚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ� ǁŚŽ�ǁŽƌŬ�

ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ĐĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�
ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂůƐŽ͘ 

 
WůĞĂƐĞ�ĐĂůů�ϰϴϴϱ�Ϯϱϲϵ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�

ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1HZ�2SHQLQJ�+RXUV 
%UHDNIDVW��/XQFK�RU�&RIIHH�DQG�&DNH�HYHU\GD\��-� 
(YHQLQJ�7DSDV�DQG�0HDOV�)UL��6DW��0RQ�7XHV�IURP�� 

3K�����������IRU�ERRNLQJV� 

$UW�([KLELWLRQV 
  
7ZR�IDEXORXV�H[KLELWLRQV�DUH�
EHLQJ�KHOG�LQ�2FWREHU�E\�ORFDO�

DUWLVWV� 
  

6XVDQ�3DOPHU-:DUG�DQG�KHU�
KXVEDQG�3HWHU�:DUG�ZLOO�EH�
VKRZLQJ�WKHLU�ZRUNV�DW�([HWHU�
&RPPXQLW\�+DOO�RQ�WKH�2FWREHU�
ORQJ�ZHHNHQG�-�6DW�2FW��-0RQ�

2FW���IURP��DP-�SP� 
  

7UDFH\�0LOOHU�LV�KROGLQJ�DQ�
H[KLELWLRQ�RI�KHU�ZRUNV�LQ�WKH�
)R\HU�RI�WKH�:LQJHFDUULEHH�
&RXQFLO�LQ�0RVV�9DOH�IRU�WKH�

ZKROH�PRQWK�RI�2FWREHU�-�0RQ-
)UL�����DP-����SP��6HH�DWWDFKHG�

IO\HU� 
  

%RWK�H[KLELWLRQV ZRUNV�DUH IRU�
VDOH� 

&7&��SP�6XQGD\�6HULHV 

 
1HZ� UHOHDVH�� ³7KH� PRVW� FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
DQG� WRXFKLQJ� ILOP� SRUWUDLW� RI� WKH� JUHDW�
&DQDGLDQ� SLDQLVW� LQ� DOO� KLV� JORULHV� DQG�
PLVHULHV´� �'DYLG� 'HQE\�� WKH� 1HZ�
<RUNHU���5DWHG�*���*HQLXV�:LWKLQ�ZLOO�EH�
LQWURGXFHG� E\� FRPSRVHU� DQG� EURDGFDVWHU�
$QGUHZ�)RUG� 
 

6XQGD\��WK�2FWREHU�
DW��SP 

&DIp�RSHQV�DW������SP 
7HD�	�FRIIHH�DYDLODEOH��%<2�EHHU�

ZLQH� 
$GXOWV�����FKLOGUHQ�����&7&�

IXQGUDLVHU�� 
%RRNLQJV�UHFRPPHQGHG 

 
���–����+RGGOH�6WUHHW��5REHUWVRQ��

��������� 
KWWS���ZZZ�UREHUWVRQFWF�RUJ�DX�

FDIH�KWP 
LQIR#UREHUWVRQFWF�RUJ�DX 

&7&�FDIp�LV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�9LWWRULD�
&RIIHH�� 



 

 

 
 6XQGD\�<RXWK�1LJKW�&KXUFK 

 

1st Sunday of the Month 
 

It’s for everyone around high school 
age, starting at 6:30pm.  We finish 

around 7:30 and then have some food 
till about 8pm. 

 

Come and check it out – we are in the 
new building on  

Meryla Street Robertson ,  
behind the old church building. 

 

More info?   

Call Jon Bracht on 4886-4326 

&RQWULEXWLRQ�*XLGHOLQHV 
&RPPXQLW\�6HUYLFH�$QQRXQFHPHQWV��DUWLFOHV�DQG�GLDU\�VXEPLVVLRQV�DUH�IUHH�RI�FKDUJH��$OO�LWHPV�PXVW�EH�VXEPLWWHG�E\�GHDGOLQH�GDWHV�DQG�PD\�EH�PRGLILHG�DW�WKH�
HGLWRUV�GLVFUHWLRQ��7R�DYRLG�H[WHQVLYH�HGLWLQJ�SOHDVH� OLPLW�DQQRXQFHPHQWV� WR����ZRUGV��DQG�DUWLFOHV� WR�D�PD[LPXP�����ZRUGV��,W� LV�SUHIHUDEOH� WKDW�VXEPLVVLRQV�EH�
W\SHG�RU�HPDLOHG��7KDQN�\RX� 
 

$GYHUWLVLQJ 
$�VLQJOH�LQVHUWLRQ�LV�������'LVFRXQW�RI����IRU�PHPEHUV�RI�5REHUWVRQ�&KDPEHU�RI�&RPPHUFH��(DFK�LQVHUWLRQ�LV�OLPLWHG�WR�D�PD[LPXP����[����PP��$GYHUWLVHUV�DUH�
UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� PHHWLQJ� VXEPLVVLRQ� GHDGOLQHV�� $Q\� FRS\� UHFHLYHG� DIWHU� WKH� GHDGOLQH� LV� XQOLNHO\� WR� EH� LQFOXGHG�� $OO� DGYHUWLVLQJ� LV� SD\DEOH� LQ� DGYDQFH�� $OO�
DGYHUWLVHPHQWV�WR�'RURWK\�%DNHU�DW�WKH�236*DOOHU\�QRZ�DW�WKH�5REHUWVRQ�&KHHVH�)DFWRU\�SK�ID[�����������RU�32%R[������5REHUWVRQ������� 7KDQN�\RX�IRU�\RXU�
VXSSRUW� 
 

'HDGOLQH 
7KH�QH[W�LVVXH�ZLOO�EH�GLVWULEXWHG�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�ZHHNV�RI�'HFHPEHU��$OO�DGYHUWLVLQJ�	�VXEPLVVLRQV�PXVW�EH�UHFHLYHG�E\���WK�1RYHPEHU�������)RUZDUG�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�
WR��5REHUWVRQ�1HZVOHWWHU�����+RGGOH�6W��5REHUWVRQ��������RU�(PDLO��EMOHH#GRGR�FRP�DX���6XEPLVVLRQV�DUH�EHVW�VXSSOLHG�E\�HPDLO�RU�RQ�GLVN��+DUG�FRS\�PXVW�EH�
W\SHG��(QTXLULHV�-���������� 
 

'LVFODLPHU 
7KLV�QHZVOHWWHU� LV�DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW�SXEOLFDWLRQ�XQGHU� WKH�DXVSLFHV�RI� �7KH�5REHUWVRQ�&KDPEHU�RI�&RPPHUFH��7KH� LGHDV�SUHVHQWHG�DUH�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\� WKRVH�RI� WKH�
HGLWRUV�QRU�RI�WKH�&KDPEHU���7KH�VWDWHPHQW�DQG�RSLQLRQV�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�WKLV�SXEOLFDWLRQ�DUH�PDGH�LQ�JRRG�IDLWK��DQG�WKH�HGLWRUV��YROXQWHHUV�DQG�FRQWULEXWRUV�GR�QRW�WDNH�
DQ\�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU� WKRVH�VWDWHPHQWV�DQG�RSLQLRQV��DQ\�LQIHUHQFHV� WKDW�PD\�EH�GUDZQ�IURP�WKHP��RU�DFWLRQV�RU�FKDUJHV�ZKLFK�PD\�UHVXOW� IURP�WKHP��7KH�(GLWRU�
UHVHUYHV�WKH�ULJKW�QRW�WR�SULQW�DQ\�LWHP�WKDW�LV�GHIDPDWRU\�WR�DQ\�SHUVRQ�RU�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��RU�WKDW�LV�DQRQ\PRXVO\�VHQW��DQG�WR�HGLW�DQ\�FRQWULEXWLRQV�DV�UHTXLUHG��� 

(GLWRU���%DUU\�/HH� 

Church Services  
 
:KDW�FDQ�EH�GRQH�ZLWK�WKH�H[FHVV�LQWURGXFHG�

:LOORZ 

 

)DVFLQHV�DV�D�6PDOO�,QGXVWU\ 
A fascine is a rough bundle of brushwood used for strengthening earthen 
structures. Typically used throughout Europe for protecting banks of streams 
from erosion and for making paths across wet terrain. 
Militarily, fascines have been used for several thousand years for shoring up 
trenches and modern variations are used by military engineers wherever 
armies are deployed. 
A re-emerging technique of Bio-engineering which dates back to 12th century 
China is providing a new market for cost effective solutions in soil stabilisation 
and erosion control situations. In Eastern England over 20,000 bundles of 
fascines are purchased by water catchment authorities annually. 
Fascines are nothing more than 20 or so, 25mm sticks which are between 2.4 
to 3metres long, bound in 3 places to give a finished diameter of around 25cm. 
Fascines have many advantages. 

Low cost and low long term maintenance. 
Low maintenance of live plants when established. 
Environmental benefits of wildlife habitat. 
Water quality improvement and aesthetics. 
Compatible with environmentally sensitive areas or sites with limited 

access. 
Capable of storing wind-blown native seeds and preventing wind erosion. 
Promote food chains and balance through the revegetation areas. 
Live plants can be planted in them which improves soil stability over time 

as the roots develop. 
Local employment opportunities with low start up costs. 
 From stream bank and lakeshore protection to upland gully restoration 

and slope stabilisation, fascines provide creative natural alternatives 
to concrete structures and weed mats in many cases. 

There are many types of fascines which can be combined to provide structural 
stability across many varied landscapes. From contour wattling, brush layering, 
trench packing, brush matting, live cuttings, pre-vegetated mats where live 
plants are grown on moveable mats of organic material. 
Manufactured 3ft. timber stakes are primarily used to secure fascines. 
With a ready market and local employment all that is required is a reliable 
source of branchwood material, possibly from hardwood timber plantations 
undertaking thinning operation or excess introduced Willow copses. 
By Jeff Keyes ( woodsman and woodworker) 


