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What’s the Most
Unique Thing About
Robertson?

By Josephine Grieves, REPS

In celebration of Robertson’s most precious
natural asset — its unique rainforest —
Environment Protection Society (REPS) and
YoungREPS from Robertson Public School
present the inaugural Robertson Rainforest
Festival from 11 September until 4 October.

On a sunny Saturday morning in February 2026, a
large group of children wearing Robertson Public
School’s maroon uniform gather around the top of a
slope at the east end of Hampden Park’s football
field. Together with rainforest aficionados from
REPS and interested locals, they mark out a
planting area with stakes and cardboard guards to
protect hundreds of young seedlings specific to
Robertson’s Critically Endangered Rainforest. This
is YoungREPS third planting on public land and they
have also completed three plantings on private land
since 2025.

REPS was established in 1990 by a diverse group of
dedicated environmentalists who realised that
Robertson’s unique vegetation community needed
advocates especially because 99% of the

rainforest grows on private land. In 2022, REPS
published the second edition of their seminal book,
A Guide to the Robertson Rainforest, a handy must-
have manual for property owners in the area.
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Robertson Rainforest Reserve Photo Marty O’Donnell
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future infrastructure needs, including the option of applying

RO be I'tSO n Com mun ity to the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART)

for a Special Rate Variation. Community feedback will help

ASSOClatl on inform Council's next steps before any decision is made.

The next meeting of the Robertson Community Come along to a community drop-in session at CTC
Association will be held at 5pm on Tuesday 4 August Robertson on Wednesday 12 August, from 5.30pm to

at CTC Robertson. Our member representatives will - 2ibct 0oty cCo bR ot e o nfommal
give updates on their Group’s activities. g

setting.
'g‘.” are vyelcome to attend and participate in the You'll have the opportunity to hear a short presentation,
IScussion. learn more about the two funding options, ask questions,

and share your feedback alongside fellow community
members.

FUTURE FUNDING Bring your most recent rates notice or Property ID if you'd
STRONGER SHIRE like assistance using the Rates Calculator to see how each
funding option may affect your property.

Your rates. Your roads. Your future.

Robertson Community Drop-in Session
When: Wednesday 12 August 2026, 5.30pm to 7.30pm

Have your say D) ’:123‘ 0] Where: Robertson CTC, 58-60 Hoddle Street
SRV e » planng ortim s E"}%; ‘1 Community feedback is open until Friday 28 August 2026.
essential inf;'asllru::tgre. - -‘g.
LV

We need your input.

FUTURE FUNDING

STRONGER SHIRE A
Have your Say on the Your rates. Your roads. Your future. %‘i
Shire's future at f
Robertson Community Rate Calculator

Scan the QR code to estimate how the

drop-in session el

yOu pay on your property.,

Your rates. Your roads. Your future.

Have your say on the future of roads, buildings and Learn more, use the Rates Calculator and have your

essential infrastructure in our Shire. say by clicking on the QR code or visiting Council's
Participate Wingecarribee website: https://

Wingecarribee Shire Council is seeking community participatewingecarribee.wsc.nsw.gov.au/future-funding-

feedback on two possible pathways to help meet the Shire's stronger-shire-special-rate-variation

Contribution Guidelines Advertise in Robertson News
The submission deadline for the October 2026 edition is September 15

2026. Please submit all articles and event notices to Advertising Rates (per bi-monthly edition)
info@robertsonctc.org.au. Front page banner780 x 60mm $220

All submissions, advertising and payments must be received by this date to ensure || Back page banner 180 x 60mm $165
inclusion. Any material received after this date will be held over the for next issue. Inside page banner 180 x 60mm $140
Submissions may be modified at the editor's discretion. Inside page small ad 90 x 60mm  $70

Disclaimer: This newsletter is an independent publication under the auspices of the F '

; ) ) ull page (4 x banner price) and half page ads (2 x
CTC Robertson. The ideas presented are not necessarily those of the editors orthe ||, ner price) also available.
CTC Robertson. Statements and opinions presented in the publication are made in
good faith and the editor and CTC Robertson do not take any responsibility for those | | Discounts for multiple prepaid bookings.
statements and opinions, any inferences drawn from them or actions and charges
that may result from them. The editor reserves the right to not print any item that is
defamatory to any person or organisation or that is anonymously sent.

All advertising enquiries to info@robertsonctc.org.au
Further details at
www.robertsonctc.org.au/robertson-news.html

All of the production and distribution of the Robertson News is done by volunteers.

CTC Robertson Inc. PO Box 3069, Robertson NSW 2577. Ph: 02 4885 2665
info@robertsonctc.org.au
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School Mould
Campaign Update

By Robertson PS P&C

Earlier this year we told Robertson News readers about
the mould contamination that forced the closure of the
school's admin block, and the community campaign to
get it fixed. Since then, things have developed
significantly.

Following the P&C's letter campaign to eight federal and
state MPs and ministers, the Department's Senior
Manager Communications and two Executive Directors,
including the head of the Asset Management Unit (AMU),
came to Robertson for an in-person meeting, speaking
directly to the community about what's been happening
and what's next. The AMU has acknowledged directly
that the situation had not been adequately managed in
the past.

Work is underway and expected to continue through the
rest of this year. Two front classrooms are getting major
upgrades, including new heating, ventilation and fans,
alongside the whole-site hygienist and engineering
assessments already reported. There are 3 new
demountables in the school and we expect further work
on other classrooms. Throughout, our teachers have
continued to do what they always do so brilliantly —
managing day-to-day life for our students, whatever is
happening around them.

The heritage-listed admin building is a longer story. It's
unlikely to return to full use as working school space,
though it may continue to serve occasionally for meetings
or as a community space.

Ahead of our June meeting, the P&C also ran a short
community health survey, gathering responses from
families connected to the school. 81% reported
respiratory symptoms, and of those, 95% said symptoms
improved when away from school. It's a pattern that is
worth investigation, and we've shared it with the
Department.

A huge thank you to everyone who came along to our last
P&C meeting, including former students and teachers
who joined us to share the school's history and made
sure the Department understood the long standing nature
of these issues. It made the case for this project in a way
no letter could. There's still work ahead, but we are
definitely on the way. Thanks again, Robbo, for
supporting our students and teachers!

Get your ducks in arow
belore buying or selling

Free property & finance sessions at Robertson

With local Southern Highlands experts
Lee Conquest and Jessie Robertson

ALL SEASONS

PROPERTY

CONQUEST

& Lending Centre
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Free Property and
Finance Info Sessions

Lee Conquest and Jessie Robertson have teamed
up to offer free information sessions in Robertson
covering property and finance topics.

Lee Conquest grew up in Robertson, moving to
Moss Vale in her 20’s. She enjoyed being involved
in the community, was a keen tennis player, and
was a proud member of the Robertson Girl
Guides. She began work in finance at IMB in 1980
leaving in 1995 after starting a
family. She returned to finance
in 2009 at Mortgage Choice
Bowral. After studying a
Diploma in Finance, she
launched Conquest Lending
Centre in 2020 to provide her
own style of client care. She
helps first-home buyers,
investors and refinancing
families navigate the lending
maze. Lee listens first,
negotiates hard, and lays out options that fit her
clients’ goals, not the lender's. Her approach is
personal, patient and paced to suit her clients'
journey.

Lee Conquest—supplied

Jessie Robertson was born and raised in the
Southern nghlands and now proudly calls the

: Robertson area home.
Passionate about
property and
community, Jessie is
committed to
empowering
homeowners with the
knowledge and
confidence to make
informed property
decisions. With genuine local insight and a client-
first approach, Jessie is dedicated to helping people
achieve the best possible outcomes at every stage
of their property journey.

Jessie Robertson—supplied

They are looking forward to sharing their knowledge
and expertise in Robertson—see details below of
sessions at the Bowling Club and CTC Robertson.

~ lora smpqth
~processjoinus

First home grants & schemes B2 ,
# Robertson
‘s, Bowling Club

selling & renovating =
Finance options, incl. 1st Thurs monthly,
7.00pm

bridging & reverse mortgages
Adding value + helping the | S TAN DAY R
CTC :

kids in e
NEW: credit report changes - Robertson
| Tl,(l)% 15 September,

that affect you

For enquiries Lee 0408 490 523 - Jessie 0448 713 028
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...contd from p1—Robertson Rainforest Festival
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With the establishment of YoungREPS at the Robertson
Public School in 2024 under the leadership of Principal
Gordon Parrish, a new generation of passionate stewards
of the rainforest emerged and were recognised with the
Young Legends Award 2025 bestowed by the Keep
Australia Beautiful NSW Tidy Towns Sustainability
Awards.

With thousands of seedlings propagated and nurtured in
the school's polytunnel, REPS realised that it was time for
a festival to inspire and inform locals and visitors with
hands-on activities and a multi-faceted cultural program.
Importantly, YoungREPS are ready to disseminate
seedlings to landholders wishing to improve and extend
the rainforest on their properties.

Events for locals begin on Friday 11 September with an
informative and inspiring REPS presentation at CTC
Robertson. This is an ideal opportunity to learn more
about the rainforest and meet REPS members who are
willing and able to support residents wishing to nurture and
grow more rainforest on their properties.

On Saturday 26 September, YoungREPS will lead tours
of their polytunnel at Robertson Public School. This is

highly recommended — it is awe-inspiring to see what the
children have achieved! Nearby at the Fettlers’ Shed next

Trish Emmerick Remedial Therapies

Dip RM,Dip Reflx,Dip Nursing

Remedial Massage, Reflexology
Therapist

Robertson and Bowral Clinic
0415673955

trishemmerick@hotmail.com

‘Health is the greatest possession’ Lao Tzu
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to the Heritage Railway Station,
YoungREPS will hold a plant sale of
their seedlings along with an
information stall. Many of these
species are not available in other
nurseries. For those interested to learn
' more, REPS will present workshops on
S rainforest rehabilitation and a workshop
! on how to create a micro rainforest.

A multi-disciplinary program over the
Robertson Rainforest Festival
Weekend — 2 to 4 October — is
designed for locals and visitors alike,
bringing together artists, scientists,
musicians, poets, ecologists and other
@ special guests to share their

) knowledge and vision for the rainforest.

il On Friday night 2 October at CTC
Robertson, an exhibition of the Thin
\ Green Line Art Prize submissions will
open with the winner of the $500 prize
i announced. Movie Night at the CTC on
Saturday 3 October will premiere a
documentary film with the working title: ‘Behind the
Scenes at Native Wildlife Rescue in Robertson’. At the
Rainforest Festival Day at the Robertson School of Arts
Hall on Sunday 4 October, REPS presents a talk by
ecologist David Rush at 11 am. He will explain the concept
of Thin Green Line, an ecosystem remnant from
Gondwanaland, and the reasons why it is vital to protect
the rainforest into the future. Later, he will lead a guided
tour through the Robertson Nature Reserve. During the
day special guests on stage — including wombat expert
John Creighton, artist Ben Quilty and Nicole Feggans of
Jamberoo Mountain Farm — will join musicians inspired by
the rainforest and the winner of the $500 Thin Green Line
Poetry Prize, judged by award-winning poet Peter Ramm,
will be announced. Children’s Arts Activities will take place
around the town over the Festival Weekend.

REPS and YoungREPS are grateful for the festival’s
volunteer organisers and wide community support of the
festival. The Ladies Long Lunch at the Robertson Public
House organised by Nicole Feggans raised $5,650 and

he Robertson Burrow Community Op Shop provided a
grant of $1,500. Support has also been provided by the
NSW Government Save Our Species Program and CTC
Robertson.
Follow Robertson Rainforest Festival on Facebook or
email secretary@reps.org.au

Celebrate the Love

Lynda Leith Celebrant

Authorised Marriage
Celebrant

0419404 924
www.celebratethelove.com.au
Southern Highlands and South Coast
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Next REPS Meeting—
All About the Yarrawa
Brush

The next REPS public meeting will be held at
7:30pm on Friday 11 September 2026 at CTC
Robertson. Dr Allan Stiles will speak about the
Yarrawa Brush—its history and significance.

Allan was the inaugural President of the Society
when it was formed in 1990. He is still an active
Committee member and is currently the editor of @
our REPS journal, “Eucryphia”. He has a
Degree in botany, philosophy and music from
the University of New England.

Havmg a keen interest
< in the botany of the
Robertson rainforest and its
istory, Allan is a vocal
advocate for the
preservation of this precious
ritically endangered asset.
. He will give an account of
the earliest records of the
rainforest at Robertson,
Hoddle’s map, the report on
the survey that followed the

Dr Allan Stiles, picture supplied

1860’s Robertson
Land Act, the visit by
botanist, William
Wools, and a fossil
pollen study of the
Wingecarribee
Swamp. The earliest
aerial photographs
will be shown and
discussed.

RAINFOREST-.

Festivabi=
2026

Allan’s talk will be of
great interest to
residents of
Robertson and
visitors who are keen
to learn more of the
history of this special
part of the world.

pon’t miss the Waratah Gardens
At ROBERTSON RAILWAY STATION

In flower

gld September thru Ociﬂu

Oc!toberq&: weekend -‘flowei pl,ints, seeds for sale

Fettlers Shed Art Exhibition-3 weekends from 26 September
0

Spring Into Robertson!

The long weekend in October is being celebrated
across the Southern Highlands with the theme
Together We Bloom. The Robertson Business
Chamber will be promoting Sunday 4 October as
Spring Into Robertson!

Along with the floral and plant related events being
presented by REPS (Robertson Rainforest Festival),
Waratah Gardens at Robertson Railway Station and
Robertson Garden Club Plant Sale (at CTC Robertson)
the Chamber is organising markets and kids activities
around the Pig Potato. Watch out for further details!

The event will also support floral/plant related businesses
in Robertson—Penjing at Robertson, Native Grace
Nursery and Trotters Lane Robertson. Look out for a
special spring related theme in the Robertson Burrow
Community Op Shop window too. Maybe other
businesses would like to decorate in a spring theme?

To make sure visitors see everything on offer in
Robertson that day, a free shuttle bus will be running up
and down the main street.

Robertson Business Chamber would like to hear
about any events or promotions you have planned
along the Spring Into Robertson theme. Contact the
Chamber at robbobuschamber@gmail.com

“oaenrso,,

\/

COMMUNITY AND SPORTING
HEART OF THE TOWN

Open 6 days a week

The Red Robin Bistro - Specials
Lunch & Dinner | Until Sold Out | Not available on public holidays
Tues - Burger day - 4 options - $18
. Wed Roast of the Day + Dessert $26
« Thur- Pasta or Steak $26
« Fri-Ribs and Wings $28
« Sat-Mealand drink bundle
« Sun-One free kid’'s meal with any main meal

Robertson Bowling Club 1 Yarranga Street Robertson ph 4885 1306 | robertsonbowlingclub.com.au | Find us on Facebook

ROBERTSON BOWLING CLUB _

Tue-Fri 12 noon till late, Sat-Sun 10am till late

Every Tuesday - Table Tennis from 1pm
Every Wednesday & Sunday —Social Lawn Bowls—contact Club for further info
Every Thursday - Pool Comp from 6pm
Every Friday - Raffles- 15 prizes- joker poker- supporting Junior sponsorships &
the Hockey and Cricket Club

Bistro Bookings ph 4885 1306(same day) Group bookings bookings@robertsonbowlingclub.com.au

Bistro Opening Hours
Tues-Fri 12-3pm & 5-8pm
Sat-Sun 12 - 8pm
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Exciting News for Seed
Nerds!

Update from Robertson Garden Club

We are busy propagating all sorts of beautiful trees,
shrubs, flowers, vegetables and herbs for our Annual
Spring Plant Sale. There will also be quite a few
beautiful mature orchids, kindly donated. This year
we will be taking pre-orders so keep an eye out on
FB. It's going to be another busy October long
weekend in Robertson with the Rainforest Festival
AND the Waratah Festival so we wanted to make
sure that our neighbours got first crack! We are also
going to have a ‘Tea Table’, which will be full of
wonderful plants to make tea with!

Exciting news for seed nerds... the seed library is
now the proud owner of a seed cleaning machine!
This aspirator separates the chaff/pods/dust leaving
lovely clean seeds, a process which is VERY time
consuming when done by hand. The clever design
(from https://realseeds.co.uk/) was put together by
Amanda Webb, a women’s shed and RGC member,

AT i J‘? 3 all from repurposed

| materials. Amanda did a
| super job!!! This will be
of great help keeping up
with the seeds needed

7 for our community seed
¢ library, many of which
are grown by our
members.

As winter passes and
spring nears, you'll be
starting to think about
which of the wonderful
varieties of vegetables,
herbs and salad greens
you’ll be wanting to plant.

We would like to encourage you to think about
‘adopting’ a variety of plant from the seed library,
with the intention of selecting the best plants for seed
harvesting, and which will then go back into our
community library. There’s plenty of information
about the selection process, all pretty
straightforward, at the seed library. Or drop us a line
on FaceBook if you have a question.

Carol Berry MP

Federal Member for Whitlam
@ (02) 4297 2285

Carol.Berry.MP@aph.gov.au

@ Shop 244, Stockland Shellharbour,
Shellharbour City Centre, NSW, 2528

T i looking forward to
heating frop you!

-

Spring seed sowing

In the next few weeks, the Robertson Garden Club
members will be refreshing the seed library with seed that
can be planted in the next few months.

Mid-season plantings such as lettuce, rocket, Asian greens,
English spinach, silver beet, snow peas, sugar loaf cabbage
and mizuna are what need to go in between September and
November.

The soil is still too cool to plant out most of the warm season
crops like tomato, capsicum, carrots, cucurbits and beans,
but we can be starting seedlings inside in a nice bright warm
spot, such as a north facing windowsill or glass house. Most
of these seeds are best sown directing into the ground
where they are to grow but are fine if you want to grow them
as seedlings and transplant them later.

It is important to have your garden beds prepared before
planting by adding composted and well-rotted animal
manures. You need to have a fine bed of soil if you are
direct sowing seeds into the ground, if you don’t have this
try making a small, shallow trench in your soil and filling it
with a seed raising mix and sowing into this.

Don’t be tempted to start madly sowing seeds and filling up
the whole area you have prepared in a few weeks. Planting
a little often is the best way to replace the “feast and
famine” cycle of production with consistent and even
production. Consistent and even production keeps food on
the table all year, gives us a great sense of satisfaction and
utilises our labour and resources for maximum benefit.

Check out the Seed Library at CTC Robertson
10-4 Thur-Fri, 9-1 Sat

Did You Live in
Robertson 50 Years
Ago??

As a volunteer at Berrima and District Museum,
Susie Crick is putting together a presentation of
photos depicting THEN and NOW. This is part of the
celebrations for the Museum’s 50th anniversary.She
is keen to get photos of the main street of Robertson
from around 50 years ago (mid 70s’). If you can
help, please contact Susie as soon as possible
on susieecrick@gmail.com

Robertson Fruit Shop

- On a break—closed until
o end of August.

Reopens in September

&% Shop B 99 Hoddle Street
. Robertson
Ph 0437 071 210

www.facebook.com/robertsonfruitshop/
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Do You Know About
Community Transport?

By SHCT

== Southern

~ Highlands

__ Community
M Transport

= provides safe,

: eople aged
. 65yearsand

. ¥ over (50 years
and over for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people), registered NDIS participants, and those
who may be transport disadvantaged.

Our services are designed to help people remain
independent and connected. Whether you need to
attend a medical appointment, go shopping, meet
friends for coffee or take part in local activities, our
experienced and friendly drivers are here to help.
We offer both individual and group transport, making
it easier to stay active and involved in the
community.

We also offer a vibrant social calendar featuring a
wide range of day trips, outings and holidays
designed to suit a variety of interests. These
activities provide a wonderful opportunity to meet
new people, enjoy new experiences and explore the
beautiful Southern Highlands and beyond.

Residents of the Wingecarribee Shire are invited to
take advantage of our convenient weekly shopping
bus services, including the popular Robertson to
Bowral route every Wednesday. For just $19 return,
we'll pick you up from your home, along with other
residents in your area, and have you in Bowral by
10.00 am. Children travel free when accompanied
by a paying adult, making it a convenient option for
families as well.

You'll have around two hours to complete your
shopping and errands, with easy access to Coles
and Bowral's main street before the bus departs at

Robertson Pharmacy Group

Directors: Ryan Isidro, Dharmita Maharaj and Bhishan Rowjee
Shop 2, 101-103 Hoddle Street, Robertson NSW 2577
Phone: 02 4885 2936 Fax: 02 4885 2937

Email: admin@robertsonpharmacy.com.au
Monday to Friday: 9.00am - 5.30pm | Saturday: 9.00am - 12.00pm

Page 7

Robertson News

12.00 pm. Our friendly drivers and bus assistants
are always happy to lend a hand, helping carry your
groceries from the bus right to your door.

Our shopping service is available to Wingecarribee
Shire residents who are registered with Southern
Highlands Community Transport. If you're not yet
registered or would like to learn more about our
shopping service or any of our other transport
options, simply contact our friendly team. We'll
discuss your needs, guide you through the
registration process and help you access the most
appropriate service.

In addition to our passenger services, we offer a
range of vehicles for hire to suit any occasion and
meet your mobility needs. Whether you prefer to
drive yourself or sit back and relax with one of our
professional and friendly drivers, we have you
covered. Best of all, all proceeds go back into the
community, supporting our mission to deliver the
best possible Community Transport service.

Southern
Highlands
Community
Transport
is more
than just a
transport
service; it's
a
community
resource.
To continue providing these essential services, we
are looking for volunteers to join our team. Whether
you're interested in helping in the office, driving, or
assisting on the bus, your support can make a
significant difference in the lives of others.

Join us in making a positive impact in our
community. For more information on our services or
to get involved, please contact Southern Highlands
Community Transport on 02 4872 3722 or check out
our website www.swct.com.au. Together, we can
ensure everyone has the opportunity to stay
connected and engaged in our beautiful community.

Photos supplied

Servicing the Southern Highlands

Mowing
Whipper snipping

Edging

Blower and tidy up
Weed spraying
Ferterlizing
Hedge trimming
Tree pruning
Garden cleanup

Call TURF MATE today!

Brett James 0450 507 167
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Damage, Theft and
Vandalism at Robertson
Heritage Railway Station

By Neil Harvey, Vice President, RHRS Inc

In the last few years RHRS Inc has been the target of a
number of crimes and damage. In 2023 many historic and
irreplaceable items were stolen from the station museum
after it was forcibly broken into. The police who
investigated the incident did an amazing job which
ultimately resulted in the arrest of a man who was found
guilty and received a significant custodial sentence.
Fortunately for RHRS Inc, most items were recovered.
Evidently the man involved in this criminal activity had
been targeting museums in a wide area over many years.
It took three police trucks to remove the huge amount of
goods this criminal had stolen from a large number of
premises. He was not from the Robertson area, rather he
lived in a town nearby. Karma seems to actually exist
because he complained to the judge that whilst waiting in
jail for his court hearing that fellow inmates had stolen his
personal belongings...how tragic!

Prior to this, there had also been other acts of vandalism
including a broken window from a rock being thrown
through it, outside taps being turned on overnight flooding
the platform and a few instances of graffiti. Taps have
since been replaced with those which require a special
tool to use them. The vandalism and other damage were
costly to repair, not to mention the inconvenience and time
spent by our volunteers in having the damage repaired.
Since we rely on donations and volunteers any such
damage is significant to us.

RHRS Inc decided to install cameras and movement
detectors as a result of the above and sought funding for
this purpose. Security systems were installed just over a
year ago. This soon proved to be very worthwhile
because a man was seen on the platform in the early
hours of the morning. It was alleged he damaged and
stole a copper water pipe which was caught on our
cameras. As a result, the platform was flooded for hours
and we have to pay the water bill. This compelling
evidence was given to police and to the court. The man
was found guilty. Once again, the police were professional
and helpful.

The most recent event of vandalism occurred on Friday 22
May 2026 at 11.36pm where a car collided with the station
wall. This collision caused ruptured water pipes supplying
the ladies toilet, a broken wastewater pipe, a smashed

Ross Brumfield
0419 259 497

ACN 131466414 - Established 2000
brumfieldross@icloud.com
o * Excavator e Trenching
* Bob Cat * Debris Removal
e TipperTruck ¢ Road Base
o ¢ Grader » Driveways
III * Roller * Rural Roads
* WaterCart + Water Delivery
m * 6ftMower ¢ LargeArea Mowing
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drain head and damage to the concrete wall itself. The car
involved also suffered damage as there was evidence of
broken rear lights where the impact occurred. In addition,
and around that same time, a car had caused damage to
the grounds where it was evident that some driver was
doing donuts on the area east of the gallery. The condition
of the grounds was quite wet and sodden as there had
been significant rainfall. This caused large furrows and so
mowing the area is now that much more difficult and
certainly the damage looks terrible. It is thought that both
instances were connected. The police have been informed
and are currently investigating this. Whether the damage
was done by locals we do not know at this stage. The
reason we are providing this information is to make it clear
that in the event of future cases we will be reporting it to
the police and there will likely be consequences for the
actions such as these. We also call on the local
community to assist us in protecting a community asset.

The RHRS Inc is managed and maintained by volunteers
who have dedicated much of their time to ensure this
valuable communlty _

asset is kept in good = i' e
shape for locals and -
visitors. As most locals

know, the station hosts

several tourist/heritage

trains each year and )
provides a venue for art
shows, the local model
train club and of course
is the venue for the
magnificent display of
waratahs in early
October each year which
attracts significant visitor
numbers. Of course,
local businesses benefit
from these activities.

fo

Explore the timeless message of Jesus over
good food, good company and good conversation.

Over four weeks and four different meals, we examine
four big ideas about God around the table.

Each week, you will enjoy good food, good
conversation, and a thought-provoking presentation.
There will be an opportunity to ask questions,
raise doubts, or feel free to just quietly listen in.

Please help us keep the
station in good shape. It
is there for your benefit.
You are most welcome
to use the picnic
grounds, to admire the

gardens, to use the

grounds for kids to play _’ & 4

or simply just to enjoy ~y L.

some green space. If you P — -

do note suspicious

activity, please let us N

know on 4885 1256. l = A
' /

BAXTER
BUILDIYIG
& JOIITERY

0413 286 051

Over 25 years experience,
specializing in new builds,
first floor additions and renovations.

baxterbuilding.com.au
Builders Lic No: 332327C
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Robertson Burrow
Community Op Shop
Continues to Grow

By Joanne Mourney, President

During the last 12 months, the Burrow has continued
to go from strength to strength.

Since its inception almost 6
years ago, it has gone from
handing out just a few
thousand dollars of grants, to
this year making almost
$30,000 dollars of grants. The
majority of this money has
gone to local community
associations.

N L7
/ \
\ /

N r 4

-

While one of our key objectives is to support
organisations within the local community, we also
have a couple of other charities we support. One of
these is the Cancer Council Biggest Morning Tea -
which allows us to combine giving to an organisation
that is of benefit to people inside and outside our
community, with a community social event. The
other is our support of The Remote Op Shop Project,
where some of our funds are used to send excess
goods to those in remote areas where access to
goods is limited.

As always, we are only as good as the items that are
donated to us. Our community is wonderful in
donating many fabulous treasures to the shop, and
visitors come from far and wide to purchase our
reasonably priced goods, bringing much needed
tourist dollars to our community.

As well as supporting community groups, we aim to
support individuals in the community who are in
need. Whether it is from the donation of items within
the shop, or the provision of some funding, our
members are always happy to be approached and
help where possible.

Thanks again to all the wonderful people who
volunteer their time to keep the doors of the Burrow
open. We couldn’t do it without you!

Beneficiaries of Burrow
Grants FY 2026

Native Wildlife Rescue | Jumping Joeys | Robertson
Heritage Railway Station Inc | Robertson Business
Chamber | CTC Robertson |Robertson Agricultural Show
| RPC Gymkhana | Robertson Public School | Kangaloon
Public School | Burrawang Public School | Robertson
Table Tennis Assoc | Robertson Soccer Club | Robertson
School of Arts | Moss Vale High School | Robertson Rural
Fire Brigade | Robertson Rainforest Festival | Robertson
Winterfest | Cancer Council (Biggest Morning Tea) |
Remote Op Shop Project

Cloud Cuckoo Land

By Mark Turner

What is the capital of Equatorial Guinea? It’s not the sort
of query that crops up in ordinary conversation although
it's a popular one at trivia nights at the pub and it could be
the subject of a geography lesson at school. ** Most
likely such a question would be addressed to Siri, Alexa
or some other disembodied entity. No need to search your
brain, an atlas or the library - just appeal to the machine in
the sky. The cloud is an appropriate place for the new god
to reside and although just a multitude of computers
crammed into massive air conditioned warehouses which
pop up quicker than politicians at a photo op, we still look
skywards for answers to the unknown.

With seemingly infinite information, not necessarily
wisdom, just a click or voice request away, our memory
cells will surely atrophy through disuse. We wouldn’t need
to waste energy by thinking, having out-sourced our brain
to the cloud. It's not long before this smarty-pants god
takes over and humans become redundant.

When reading the dire predictions of this Al take-over of
the world | try to look on the bright side. Let'em have it |
say. Surely this deity would do a lot better at running the
joint than the current lot of so-called leaders. It would still
need us to oil its widgets and praise its circuits, but how
hard would that be? Everyone could cheat on trivia nights
and no-one would care because everyone is a winner. But
all empires must fall and some spoil-sport revolutionary
heretics with a distain for the good life will learn how to
turn off the machines. They may become the new
dictators and we’re back where we started. Or maybe
tradies will be the new kings — they know how to fix things
without having their heads in a cloud.

** It's Malabo, although it used to be Bata — the cloud told
me so it must be true.

Buckles Painting Service

License 23335C

For all your painting
needs

Domestic and
Commercial Work

Phone 0409 249 072

Robert Handley—Electrician
0419243520 Lic. 110210C

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au

ROBERTSON ® Eg‘t):e& e Hot Water
E;EE\T/ECE?L . e TV Aerials
e Smoke
Alarms e Underground
Power
e Safety
Switches

Serving Robertson & District Since 1999

Page 9

Robertson News

Edition 174 August 2026




Make Sure You Are Counted!

Census night is Tuesday 11 August 2026. You can
complete the Census as soon as you get your instructions,
if you know where you’ll be on Census night.

Most households will get a
letter with instructions to
complete the Census
online. If you get
instructions to complete
online but would prefer a
paper form, you can request
one. Some households will
get a paper form. Once
completed, return it using
the Reply Paid envelope
provided. There are
instructions on the form if
you would prefer to complete it online.

You need to complete the Census wherever you are
staying on Census night. Completing the Census is
compulsory. Your participation ensures the Census delivers
a complete picture of Australia, helping governments and
communities plan for the future.

Find out more at info.census.abs.gov.au/about/doing-
census . For help and support over the phone, call the
Census Contact Centre on 1800 181 227.

AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAI

SHOW SOCIETY INC.

spezior ROBERTSON  scfescson

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

THURSDAY 20th AUGUST 2026
To be held at the

ROBERTSON SHOWGROUND PAVILION

COMMENCING AT 7.00PM
Al Welcorme...

Applications for positions shall be accepted until 17 August 2026
Applications can be made m writing addressed to
The Secretary PO Box 3044 Robertson NSW 2577
or via email (secretary@robertsonshow.org.au)

Applications will also be taken from the floor if no nominations for
positions are received prior

For further information contact The Secretary on 0458 826 160 or via email

We are in need of volunteers to assist in the running of the show so would love to see you
at lunch.

www.robertsonshow.org.aul

(L

CountryLiving
ELECTRICAL

0491 033 247
Licence No: 253095C ABN: 70 845 107 241
Email: admin@countrylivingelectrical.com.au

Servicing the Southern Highlands and Surrounds neca ! memser

Commercial 25+Years Experience

Residential

Fully Insured
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Mobile Community Recycling Centre

Gm
July 2026 - June 2027 |<i..
Collection Schedule 'O‘?

Check the suburb listed next to the AM or PM session to see when the
Mobile CRC truck will be in your area.
8:30 AM to 11:30 AM or 12:30 PM to 3:15 PM

Suburbs (O Locations Dates

« 19 Aug 2026 « 10 Mar 2027

Robertson & AM Hampden Park Hoddle St, Robertson

« 210ct 2026 « 5May 2027
Burrawang PM Burrawang Oval 17 Church St, Burrawang « 16 Dec 2026 o 16 Jun 2027
4 .“ 1 For more information call
‘\“" Wingecarribee Shire Council on 1300 680 888
TCOVA or visit cleanout.com.au
Nsw Wingecarribee
GOVERNMENT Brought to you by the NSW Environment Protection Authority @ | ¥ swisEcouncit

Dovida offering free care consultations
Dovida is a specialist Home Care Provider. They have
been in the Southern Highlands for over 10 years
(previously named 'Home Instead') and employ local
caregivers, who are ALL trained in Dementia Care. They
are offering FREE Care Consultations for local residents,
covering the following topics -Home Care in the

Highlands and how to access Government Funding,
Starting the Conversation about Care and registering for
My Aged Care, Ageing Well and Support for Carers

If you have any questions or would like to discuss, please
feel free to call Margaret Holt on 0429 786 015. or
Margaret.Holt@dovida.com.au

|s there a NSW

Government
issue | can help
you with?

Contact me
today

Wendy
TUCKERMAN wmp|

Member for Goulburn

& 02 4822 6444 0 goulburn@parliament.nsw.gov.au
f WendyTuckermanMP @ wendytuckerman.com

@ 167-169 Auburn Street, Goulburn NSW 2580
@ PO Box 168, Goulburn NSW 2580

Authortsed by Wendy Tuckerman MR, Shaps 1 & 2,167-173 Auburn Street, Goulburn NSW 2580,
Funded using parflamentary entitiements.
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What’s Happening at
the CTC

There's always something happening at the CTC!

Thanks to all our supporters and clients. We have
had a full house on most Fridays and Saturday
mornings what with Knitting Groups, Book Clubs,
Garden Club, Crop Swap, REPS, new and regular
clients for our Tech Support and many visitors. Our
Cafe almost ran out of cake so again thank you to
our wonderful Baker Volunteers! A warm welcome to
our new Volunteers Rebecca and Arlene who
complement our wonderful team.

Good news! We have new “Be Connected”
Technology Training workshops coming up in
August and September! These cover a range of
topics every month for older Australians with free
courses and one-to-one coaching to develop their
digital skills. Leam how to keep safer online and use
technology with confidence. All training is free and
delivered in an easy-to-understand format with CTC
Robertson’s knowledgeable and friendly presenters.
You can use our computers, laptops and notepads
or bring your own smartphone, tablet, or laptop.
Free Coffee, Tea or Hot Chocolate on arrival!
Bookings essential.

The Youth Mental Health 1** Aid workshops are
now rescheduled for Spring (October/November).
For Parents, Grandparent, Carers, Volunteers,
Teachers and Youth Workers this is an exciting
opportunity being offered to those who work or
volunteer with young people in our community. In
these roles, you're often placed in a position of trust
by the young people you guide, mentor and coach.
Many people we've spoken with have told us they
feel underprepared or unsure how to respond when
a young person may be experiencing a mental
health concem. Youth Mental Health First Aid is a
brief, evidence-based, nationally recognised course
that teaches adults the skills to recognise and
support young people who may be going through a
challenging time. Thanks to a grant from
Wingecaribee Shire Council we can offer a heavily
reduced fee for participants. There are 2
consecutive sessions, and we plan to run these mid-
week. Please email or call us with your Expression
of Interest for these workshops.

Do you know you can hire our venue for your
meetings, workshops, training courses and more?
We have free Wi-Fi, excellent equipment and room
set up can be customised to your needs. Contact us
for more information.

Opening Hours

Thursday & Friday 10am-4pm Saturday 9am-1pm
58-60 Hoddle St, Robertson Ph: 4885 2665
info@robertsonctc.org.au www.robertsonctc.org.au
facebook.com/CTCRobertson

COMMUNITY
TECHNOLOGY
CREATIVITY
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BE CONNECTED PROGRAM
AUGUST 2026

This program covers a range of topics for older Australians with free
workshops and one-to-one coaching to develop your digital skills.
Learn how to keep safer online and use technology with confidence.
All training is free and delivered in an easy-to-understand format with CTC
Robertson’s knowledgeable and friendly presenters. Use our computers,
laptops and notepads or bring your own smartphone, tablet, or laptop.
Free coffee, hot chocolate or tea on arrival!

What will you learn at our workshops?
Topic 1: Basics - What is a computer? What is the Internet?
Thursday 6 August 1-3.30pm or Friday 7 August
10.30am-1pm
Topic 2: Basics - Getting started online
Friday 14 August 10.30am-1pm
Topic 3: Basics - Protecting your privacy online
Thursday 20 August 10.30am-1pm
Topic 4: Introduction to social media
Friday 21 August 10.30am-1pm
Review and Graduation
Thursday 28 August 10.30am-1pm

Bookings essential - use the QR code or go
to www.trybooking.com/CKCNY

Ph: 4885 2665 (leave a message)
info@robertsonctc.org.au

or call in to 58-60 Hoddle St Robertson
Thur-Fri 10am - 4pm & Sat 9am-1pm

L e ] Network

| Every Australian online. Partner

e

Australian Government

BE CONNECTED PROGRAM
Slany, SEPTEMBER 2026

This program covers a range of topics for older Australians with free
workshops and one-to-one coaching to develop your digital skills.
Learn how to keep safer online and use technology with confidence.
All training is free and delivered in an easy-to-understand format with CTC
Robertson’s knowledgeable and friendly presenters. Use our computers,
laptops and notepads or bring your own smartphone, tablet, or laptop.
Free coffee, hot chocolate or tea on arrival!

What will you learn at our workshops?
Fun with photos, finding, sorting, keeping
Friday 11 September 11lam-1pm

Find out why a computer or your smartphone are such useful tools
for working with photos.
How to spot a Scam and protect yourself!

Friday 18 September 11lam-1pm
Being aware of scams and how they work is an important step
towards avoiding them.
Connecting with others: using Zoom or Google Meet

Friday 25 September 11lam-1pm
Zoom is one of the world’s most popular videoconferencing
platforms. Find out about others too.
Bookings essential - use the QR code or go
to www.trybooking.com/CKCNY
Ph: 4885 2665 (leave a message)
info@robertsonctc.org.au
or call in to 58-60 Hoddle St Robertson
Thur-Fri 10am - 4pm & Sat 9am-1pm

e el Network

Every Australian online. Partner

4is

Australian Government

Birthday Trip Screenings—New
Session Added

Did you miss out on the July screening of the locally
filmed feature film The Birthday Trip? The good
news is that we have added an extra screening date
on Sunday 30 August at 2pm. This screening will
include a Q&A with the director and producer.
Check the What's On section of our website.
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Showing at CTC
Robertson

Opening on Thursday 6 August at the CTC is a group
exhibition called 3 Perspectives—showcasing the work of
Barbara Clark, Catriona Anderson and Sue McCarney.

' | This exhibition shows 3
.| different perspectives
given the same
M input. Barbara, Sue and
4 Catriona paint each
: week with a group of
4 friends at Bowral District
Art Society. Each term a
different tutor leads the
group. This has ensured
a broad range of
! techniques, skills and
genres. These 3 artists
usually paintin acrylics.
? Sue has developed knife
pallet skills that enhance
her impressionist still lifes and landscapes. Barbara has
a keen sense of colour and her vibrant still lifes and
landscapes, reflect reality. Catriona paints contemporary
everyday scenes.

3 Perspectives runs from Thursday 6 August to
Saturday 26 September. Open 10am-4pm Thur-Fri, 9am-
1pm Sat. Find out more at www.robertsonctc.org.au/
exhibitions.html Image: Garden Pots by Barbara Clark.

Rainforest Art
Prize Entries
Now Open

Entries are now open for
the Thin Green Line Art
Prize. Entries close on 19
September.

$500 PRIZE
SUBMISSIONS OPEN
19 JUNE - 19 SEPTEMBER 2026
Prize Announcement and Official Opening Friday 2 October 2026

Vit CTC Rsberseon for Termma and Candiises s iy Form wwme rbartosmcle 0 34
Gocercusy Secnaes by fhe Laches Long Linchecn’” Rsbertzan Pubdc Hoxar

This is an initiative of
Robertson Environment
Protection Society in
partnership with the CTC
and the prize money is
$500. All the details can be
found at
www.robertsonctc.org.au/thingreenlineartprize.html

o

08860

NOW OPEN WEDNESDAY!
@robbodonutvan
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Tues 4 August 5pm

6 Aug-25 Sep

Thur 6 Aug-Sat 29 Sep
Thur 6 August 7pm

Sun 9 August & Sun 13
September 8.30am-2pm

Tues 11 August
Wed 12 Aug 5.30-7.30pm
From Tues 18 Aug 7pm

Wed 19 Aug 8.30am-
11.30am

Thur 20 Aug 7pm
Sun 30 August 2pm
Sun 30 August

Sun 30 August

Sun 6 September
Fri 11 Sep 7.30pm
11 Sep-4 Oct

Tues 15 Sep 2pm
26 Sep-11 Oct

Sun 4 Oct

Every Monday (except
3rd Monday) from 6pm

Every 3rd Mon of month
from 6pm

Every Friday 11am

Every Tues from 1pm

Every Tues from 6.00pm &
Every Wed from 11am

Every Wednesday 1pm
-3pm

Wed-Sun 10am-2pm
Every Wed 7.30pm

Tues 9.am-3pm
Fridays 9am-3pm

First Monday 1.30pm
Every Sat 9am-10.30am

Church Services
Kids & Youth

Sunday Mass

Wednesday to Saturday
9am - Upm
Sunday

10am - 2pm
Donuts | Coffee
& Milkshakes

Inside Native Grace
Nursery

98 Hoddle St. Robertson

Robertson News

Community Association

Be Connected Courses

3 Perspectives Exhibition

Property & Finance Info

Robertson Market

Census Day

Council Drop-In Session

Taste & See

Mobile Recycling Centre

Robertson Show AGM

Cinema The Birthday Trip

Cockatoo Run High Tea
Events Open Day
Father’s Day

REPS Talk

Robertson Rainforest
Festival

Property & Finance Info

Waratahs and Fettlers
Shed Art Exhibition

Spring Into Robertson

Trivia Night

Open Mic Night

Seniors Coffee Group

Table Tennis

Line Dancing

Social Tennis—all
welcome

Op Shop Open
Robertson RFS Meeting

Men’s Shed
Women’s Shed

Robertson Garden Club
Crop Swap
St John’s Church

www.robboanglican.org

St Peter’s Burrawang

Calendar of Events

CTC Robertson see p2
CTC Robertson see p11
CTC Robertson see left
Bowling Club see p3

School of Arts Ph 0408 238
575

See p10
CTC Robertson see p2

Robbo Anglican see p8

Hampden Park

Showground see p10
CTC Robertson see p11

Robertson Railway

Robertson Hotel see p1
Robertson Hotel see p1
CTC Robertson see p5
See p1 &4

CTC Robertson see p3

Robertson Railway Station
see p5

See p5

Robertson Public House

Robertson Public House

Nadine’s Coffee
Robertson Bowling Club

School of Arts

Tennis courts Contact Maureen
Ph: 0457 236 383

The Burrow
RFS Shed

Men’s & Women’s Shed
(rear CTC)

Showground

CTC Robertson

Ph: 4885 1210 or
check website

Ph 4868 1931
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