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We Won! Two Top 
Tourism Awards go 
to Robertson 
The village of Robertson is beaming with pride after 
receiving two wins at the 2025 NSW Top Tourism 
Town Awards, taking home Silver and the People’s 
Choice Award in the Small Tourism Town category.  

These awards are the culmination of a submission 
process that demonstrates excellence in tourism 
storytelling, visitor appeal and community 
collaboration. They also include a consumer element 
– incorporating reviews and votes for people’s 
favourite destinations. The outcome recognises the 
state’s most outstanding towns, each consistently 
delivering warm hospitality, memorable experiences 
and a strong sense of place. 

The submission was a collaborative effort between 
Wingecarribee Shire Council’s Tourism branch, 
Destination Southern Highlands and the Robertson 
Business Chamber, showcasing Robertson’s vibrant 
culture, quirky charm, and bold vision for tourism 
growth.    

“We’re absolutely over the moon to take out Silver 
and the People’s Choice Award! “said Jennifer 
Macquarie, Robertson Business Chamber President. 
“This is such a proud moment for our community. 
It’s a celebration of everything that makes 
Robertson unforgettable - from our artisan food 
scene and breathtaking landscapes to our creative 
spirit and iconic landmarks. And to know the public 
voted for us - what an honour!”  

There are big plans 
ahead for Robertson, 
rolling out the green 
carpet to welcome 
visitors in our own 
creative way. Visitors 
are continuing to 
enjoy the iconic Big 
Potato, which has 
been turned into a 
giant pink pig to 
mark the 30th 
anniversary of Babe 
and experience the 
village in all its glory 
at the Robertson 
Country Fair over 
this coming October 
long weekend.  

The Top Tourism 
Town awards are 
proudly supported by NRMA and will feature in the 
spring edition of its iconic Open Road magazine, 
putting theses destinations in the spotlight for 
thousands of readers planning their next adventure 
across New South Wales. 
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Contribution Guidelines 

The submission deadline for the August 2025 edition is July 15 2025. 

Please submit all articles and event notices to info@robertsonctc.org.au.   

All submissions, advertising  and  payments must be received by this date to ensure 

inclusion. Any material received after this date will be held over the for next issue. 

Submissions may be modified at the editor’s discretion.  

Disclaimer: This newsletter is an independent publication under the auspices of the 

CTC Robertson. The ideas presented are not necessarily those of the editors or the 

CTC Robertson. Statements and opinions presented in the publication are made in 

good faith and the editor and CTC Robertson do not take any responsibility for those 

statements and opinions, any inferences drawn from them or actions and charges 

that may result from them. The editor reserves the right to not print any item that is 

defamatory to any person or organisation or that is anonymously sent.   

All of the production and distribution of the Robertson News is done by volunteers.  

CTC Robertson Inc. PO Box 3069, Robertson NSW 2577. Ph: 02 4885 2665 

info@robertsonctc.org.au 

Advertise in Robertson News 
 

Advertising Rates (per bi-monthly edition)

Front page banner180 x 60mm $220 

Back page banner 180 x 60mm $165 

Inside page banner 180 x 60mm $140 

Inside page small ad 90 x 60mm $70 

Full page (4 x banner price) and half page ads (2 x 

banner price) also available. 

Discounts for multiple prepaid bookings. 

All advertising enquiries to  info@robertsonctc.org.au 

Further details at  

www.robertsonctc.org.au/robertson-news.html 

 

 

Back of Babe now 
complete! 
Thanks to a generous donation from 
community sponsors, Babe is now just as 
lovely on the back as the front with the 
addition of a few more favourite Babe stars! 

A few weeks ago, students from Robertson 
Public School were able to witness artist 
Sam Hall putting the finishing touches to Fly 
demonstrating the difference a few brush 
strokes can make.  

The students were keen to find out when 
Sam had first started painting and what 
other work he had done. 

Come and check out the back of Babe next 
time you are passing!! 

Next Community Association Meeting  
The next meeting of the Robertson Community 
Association will be held at 5pm on Tuesday 3 June 
2025 at the CTC. There will be reports from member 
groups about what they are doing and plans for the 
rest of the year.  We’ll also have news of the 
Development Control Plan (DCP) being developed 
for the Shire, which will have special importance to 
Robertson and the future of how housing policies will 
be implemented and controlled.  

We are pleased to welcome to the meeting Jillian 
McArdle, the WSC Place Plan Liaison Officer, who 
will provide us with up-dates on progress on various 
Council matters affecting Robertson, including the 
Place Plan and the Hampden Park revival project. 

Even if you are not in a group you’re welcome to 
come along and listen and contribute. Contact: 
robboca@outlook.com 

Images– J Kena 

mailto:editor@robertsonctc.org.au?subject=Robertson%20News
mailto:info@robertsonctc.org.au?subject=Robertson%20News
mailto:info@robertsonctc.org.au?subject=Advertising%20in%20Robertson%20News
https://www.robertsonctc.org.au/robertson-news.html
mailto:robboca@outlook.com?subject=Robertson%20Community%20Association
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Have You Heard 
About Our Swedish 
Sister Big Potato?  

A couple of months ago, we were contacted by 
Fredrik Sandberg, a journalist at the newspaper 
Corren in the city of Mjölby in Sweden.   Fredrik had 
heard about our Big Potato being painted as a pig 
and was interested to hear more as Mjölby also has 
a Big Potato which is decorated as a pig every year.  
After being given a little more information by 
Business Chamber President Jennifer Macquarie, 
Fredrik did an article in his newspaper about our Big 
Babe project. 
 
But we were intrigued about the story behind our 
“Swedish Sister Big Potato” and Kim Brax from the 
Municipal Council gave us some more information 
and sent some photos. 
 
The Big Potato in Mjölby, also known as the 
"Potatisrondellen" (Potato Roundabout), is a giant 
sculpture of a King Edward potato placed in a 
roundabout near the town’s western entrance. It 
was built in 2010 to celebrate the region’s strong 
connection to agriculture, particularly winter potato 
farming. Mjölby is home to more than 400 
companies within farming and forestry, and the 
potato was chosen as a humorous but fitting symbol 
of the area's agricultural identity. Mjölby is a 
municipality in southern Sweden with about 28,500 
residents. It lies along the Svartån river and has 
long been known for its milling industry – in fact, the 

town’s name comes from the old Swedish word 
"mylna" or "mölna", meaning "mill". Today, Mjölby is 
a hub for food production and farming, with rich soil 
and a proud agricultural tradition. 

When the Big Potato was first installed in 2011, it 
sparked mixed reactions—some people were proud, 
others thought it looked strange or even "ugly." But 
over time, opinions have shifted. Today, locals are 
proud of it, and it's seen not only as a symbol of 
Mjölby, but also as a symbol of the entire region. It’s 
become one of Sweden’s most well-known 
roundabouts and a popular photo stop. Every year 
during Christmas, the potato is humorously dressed 
up—sometimes as a Christmas pig (see picture) —
which has become a much-loved local tradition. 

There are a few fun potato-themed items connected 
to the Big Potato and local potato farming. For 
example, you can buy a potato stick (potatissticka) 
and a potato-themed kitchen towel, which features 
different varieties of potatoes that are grown in 
Mjölby Municipality. These items highlight the area's 
rich agricultural heritage and have become popular 
local souvenirs. 

Kim says they would be very happy to one day visit 
Robertson and meet their potato colleague in 
person! It would be a fun and meaningful exchange 
between two places connected by a shared love of 
potatoes. 
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Update from 
Council on the 
Robertson Place 
Plan  

The Robertson Village Place Plan recently turned 
one! This plan, a pilot project and the first of its kind 
for the Shire, serves as a community-driven 
blueprint for the future of our village. Significant 
progress is being made across several key areas 
identified within the plan: 

Shaping Our Development: Wingecarribee Shire 
Council is developing a comprehensive Draft 
Development Control Plan (DCP). The principles 
and vision outlined in the Robertson Village Place 
Plan will directly inform its review process, 
supporting our community's aspirations in future 
development.   

Green Initiatives: Ongoing efforts to protect and 
enhance Robertson's distinctive natural areas 
continue.  

Regular biosecurity risk inspections are in place.  

Weed control work has been completed surrounding 
the boundary of the Sequoia Forest and Robertson 
Nature Park (Missingham Parade, South Street, 
Meryla Street), and in Council reserves around 
Caalang Creek. 

Council is actively working with the Australian Rail 
Track Corporation (ARTC) to address invasive 
weeds and promote the planting of appropriate 
native species along the Robertson railway corridor.  

Council's collaboration with the NSW Department of 
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and 

Water 
(DCCEEW), 
Robertson 
Public School, 
the Robertson 
Environment 
Protection 
Society 
(REPS), and 
Young REPS 
on 
environmental 
education 

initiatives remains strong. The Robertson 
Environment Community Day in April was a 
highlight, with 187 rainforest trees and shrubs 
planted to benefit the Caalang Creek area. 

 

Enhancing Community Spaces:  

The Hampden Park Master Plan was adopted by 
Council in March this year.  
Investigations into potential 
funding sources are underway 
to facilitate its implementation, 
aiming to improve and activate 
this important community 
space. 

Detailed design work is being 
finalised for the proposed 
extension of the Hoddle Street 
footpath. Council is investigating funding 
opportunities to deliver these works and have 
lodged a grant application.   

Connect and Stay Informed: Come and have a 
chat with Council's Place Liaison Officer, Jillian, at 
CTC Robertson on the last Thursday of the months 
when Council’s Implementation Working Group 
meets (coinciding with the Wingecarribee Mobile 
Library).  The next two dates will be 28 August and 
20 November. Jillian will also be present at 
Robertson Community Association (RCA) meetings. 

View the Robertson Village Place Plan: 
www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/Council/Policies-Strategies-
and-Reports/Strategies-and-Plans/Robertson-
Village-Place-Plan  

 
 

https://library.wsc.nsw.gov.au/mobile-library
https://library.wsc.nsw.gov.au/mobile-library
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/Council/Policies-Strategies-and-Reports/Strategies-and-Plans/Robertson-Village-Place-Plan
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/Council/Policies-Strategies-and-Reports/Strategies-and-Plans/Robertson-Village-Place-Plan
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/Council/Policies-Strategies-and-Reports/Strategies-and-Plans/Robertson-Village-Place-Plan
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Koala Expert to 
present next REPS 
talk 
The next REPS talk on Friday 20 June  will be a 
presentation by Dr Murraya Lane on her research 
on koalas and the work done in helping their 
survival in challenging environments affected by fire 
and shrinking habitat. The talk will commence at 
7:30pm and there will be a light supper after the talk 
with a chance to mingle. 

Dr Lane is 
with the ANU 
Research 
School of 
Biology in the 
Marsh lab. 
Originally 
from 
Melbourne, 
she 
completed a 
degree in 
science 
(majoring in 

in zoology) at the University of Melbourne and 
completed an honours degree at La Trobe 
University. After moving to NSW, Murraya spent a 
year tracking both resident and rehabilitated koalas 
in the NSW Southern Tablelands looking at the 
effects of fire and rehabilitation on koala 
movements. The work also involved comparing the 
nutritional composition between mature foliage and 
epicomic growth. She also received the  ANU Hirota 
Naora Award for her presentation on analysing leaf 
chemistry over time.  Murraya has also co-authored 
major research papers on the health assessments 
of koalas, the nutritional quality of post-fire eucalypt 
regrowth and its consumption by koalas in the NSW 
Southern Tablelands. 

Dr Lane’s research will continue to provide valuable 
insight into koala and other native species habitat in 
changing and sometimes catastrophic conditions.   

GROW LOCAL!!!! 
World Localisation 
Day 21 June  
By Jill Pickering, President Robertson Garden Club 
Food is something that we all need, every day. 
Many times a day!! From farm to table to waste, the 
world’s food system accounts for about a THIRD of 
global greenhouse gas emissions. From land use 
change (Deforestation), on-farm production, 
processing and transport, packaging and retail, and 
then the waste that ends up in landfill….. that’s a big 
number. The UN states that if food waste were a 
country it would be the third largest emitting country 
in the world.  

So it makes sense that growing food locally will 
have many benefits and far reaching impacts on our 
environment, our local businesses and our 
community - as well as on our health!  

We, as individuals and as a community, can be part 
of the problem or part of the solution. Here are a few 
things we can all do:  

- start your own veggie garden. Even if its just herbs 
and leafy greens you will find it satisfying and 
delicious. Share your abundance at the weekly Crop 
Swap at CTC Robertson! 

- support local growers and producers. We’re 
fortunate to have several organic growers and food 
producers around. Plus our lovely fruit shop often 
has locally grown produce.  

- only buy what you need  

- compost your food waste  

Robbo Garden Club is here to support your efforts!! 
You all have access to a free community seed 
library, homed in the CTC, full of wonderful heirloom 
varieties. Our website has loads of helpful info and 
links. We are happy to help you with advice. If you’d 
like to know more about the localisation movement, 
please visit www.localfutures.org It’s very inspiring!!  

Murraya Lane prepares to release George, a rescued koala (M 

Weinhardt)  

https://www.localfutures.org/
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There’s a Platypus in 
Town  
By Mark Turner, Robertson Environment Protection Society 

 
Following the last REPS 
talk about identifying 
suitable local habitat for 
platypus, our wildlife 
lovers were encouraged 
to have a good look 
around. Sure enough – 
there has been a 
sighting, and local Gina 
Whiteside has taken this 
photograph to prove it. 
We won’t say exactly 
where it was taken 
because platypus don’t 
like crowds. If your daily 
walk takes you by a 
creek, there is a chance 
that you will spy one 
swishing through the 
water foraging for a 
feed.  

We hope there have been other sightings. Maybe 
this shy monotreme is more common around town 
than was thought - all the more reason to keep our 
waterways and riparian areas pristine. 
 
REPS, assisted by our local schoolkids 
(YoungREPS), and other volunteers, work to clear 
weeds from the creek banks and carry out tree 
planting projects to help combat erosion. Robertson 
is famous for its ecological diversity with the unique 
Yarrawa rainforest and the many waterways, dams 
and creeks that run riot with our high rainfall and 
provide habitat for all manner of wildlife. Robertson 
is also famous for that pig and it would be 
wonderful if the platypus joined the celebrity list. 
 
So, keep looking, and if you spy one please don’t 
post its location on social media as they enjoy 
privacy. Instead, let REPS know 
(secretary@reps.org.au) so the area can be kept 
safe. 

Live & Local Writers’ 
Festival a Big Hit! 
By Jenny Kena, CTC Robertson 
 
Live & Local, 
the live 
streaming of 
the Sydney 
Writers 
Festival has 
been 
presented 
since 2015. 
This year the 
festival was 
streamed to 
144 venues across Australia and for the first time, 
CTC was one of them.  

Eleven sessions from the Festival were presented 
over four days from 22 May—25 May.  The most 
popular sessions were Markus Zusak, Helen 
Garner, Colm Tóibín and Trumpocalypse Now (a 
panel discussion on Trump’s first months in office). 

Feedback was very positive— "Excellent. Good 
coffee too" "Really enjoyable session and fantastic 
venue!" "Great quality streaming" "Very enjoyable. Great 
opportunity to see the authors locally" "Terrific" "Well run 
and great event" "Great conversation" "I felt very present 
in the session, despite being so far away" "Such a great 

day! Loved it!" "Brilliant!" -  so it is hoped to be able to 
present it again next year! 

mailto:secretary@reps.org.au
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The Burrow—One 
Year in New 
Premises! 
By Barbara Combe, Robertson Burrow Community Op Shop 
 

We've been in our fabulous new premises for a year 
now. And what a great year it's been! Our overheads 
are much higher, but nevertheless we've been able 
to cover them, plus make the funds we need to 
continue our Community Grants Program (one of our 
main aims).  

We're  pleased to announce that in the past year 
we've given out $20,000 in grants & sponsorships to 
various local community projects & initiatives.  

None of  this would be possible without a steady 
stream of donations AND the tireless support of our 
amazing, hard-working volunteers. With that in mind 
we ask everyone to be mindful with their 
donations,  ensuring they are clean, undamaged and 
fit for purpose.  

Also, we would love some more volunteers to join 
our fun team. If you're over 18 please come in and 
have a chat. Shifts are no more than 4 hours. Come 
once a week, twice a month.. or whatever suits you. 
We'd really appreciate your support. The Burrow and 
what it stands for, wouldn't be possible without our 
volunteers.  

A big thanks to two founding members who have 

recently moved away, former president, Karen 
Wilmott and Treasurer & Grants Coordinator Bill 
Sloane. Their hard work and determination to 
establish The Burrow is very much appreciated. We 
wish them well in their new adventure.  

We now welcome Joanne as our new President & 
Treasurer. She too is a founding member of The 
Burrow. We're grateful to have Joanne with her many 
skills & depth of knowledge at the helm. 

We must also acknowledge the wonderful Cathy who 
heads our team in the shop. We do so appreciate 
her excellent organisational skills, her eye for detail 
and creativity plus her calm manner and good 
humour. Make sure you check out the fantastic 
window displays that Cathy enchants us with on a 
regular basis. They're so worth seeing.  

And finally, sometimes behind the scenes and yet so 
vital, the rest of our committee - Trish, Clare, Marion, 
Varley and Barbara. They each play an integral and 
invaluable part in running the Burrow and ensuring 
its ongoing success.  

So, a big THANKYOU to everyone who has 
supported us and here's to another great year to 
come at The Burrow. 

The Robertson Burrow Community Op Shop  
26 Hoddle St, Robertson  Ph: 0493 199 668 
info@therobertsonburrow.org.au  Open 9.30am-1pm 
Wed-Fri, 10am-2pm Sat-Sun. 

Images supplied 

mailto:info@therobertsonburrow.org.au
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Becoming a Writer 
Robertson resident Carmel Balchin shares her story about 
becoming a writer and publishing her first book 
I first became interested in writing about twelve 
years ago while living in Melbourne.  I attended a 
U3A writing class, and the co-ordinator, Marjorie, 
was a retired editor.  Each week,  we would read our 
work to the class, usually just a page.  I began 

writing my 
autobiography, and 
Marjorie encouraged 
me to keep writing and 
reading it to the class. 

It was quite an 
emotional time for me. 
Many dark places in 
my life were difficult to 
put onto paper, 
however, I also found 
it was cathartic.  I 
finished my story, and 

it lies unpublished to be read only by family and 
close friends, but the interest my classmates 
showed in my story gave me the confidence to keep 
writing.  

I had written poetry for class, but my interest lay in 
writing a novel. I began the House in Inistioge in 
2017 and finally finished it during lockdown in 2020. 
It took a few more years and encouragement from 
friends to have it published.  I found it a little difficult 
to end the story because the characters were real to 
me, and I didn’t want to say goodbye to them so I 
am several chapters into a sequel. 

I have lived in Robertson for almost five years. I had 
been in lockdown with my daughter in Melbourne for 
almost twelve months.  During that time, my son and 
daughter-in-law built me a granny flat on their 
property.  When I drove through Moss Vale on my 
way from Melbourne, a mist was descending, and 
the closer I came to Robbo, the heavier the mist.  ‘I 
am in heaven,’ I said to myself, and I have felt that 
way ever since.  I am truly blessed. Image supplied 

Read Aloud in Robbo 
By Tim Allen  
Read Aloud in Robbo is a shared reading group that 
meets on Thursday twice a month at The Buzz Café, 
down Hive Lane next to the Big Potato. It’s different 
to a book club because we don’t all read the same 
book, instead, people bring a piece of literature 
(maybe a poem, short story, play, part of a novel) to 
share with the group. At the end of the reading the 
group discusses what was read. There is no 
pressure to read or to speak, people are welcome to 
just come and listen. 

There are many benefits to shared reading, studies 
showing participants have “better concentration, less 
agitation and an improved ability to socialise,” active 
listening leads to more intense and deeper 
information 
processing and it is 
a delight to sit and 
listen to great 
literature! 

There has been an 
amazing variety of 
literature that people 
have brought to 
read: an essay on 
how to mow a field (from the 19th century), a eulogy 
for a much loved wombat, poetry of all types, 
including a local poets own work, a Shakespearean 
speech, some Dickens and lots of short stories and 
chapters from favourite authors.  

The idea comes from The Reader, an organization 
in the UK, which runs shared reading groups for 
school children, teenagers, prisoners, inmates of 
psychiatric wards and patients in neurological 
rehabilitation projects. 

The café is open to purchase tea, decaf coffee, 
coffee, hot chocolate or chai teas. There is no 
pressure to buy anything though and nibbles will be 
provided. 

Reading Aloud in Robbo aims to bring people 
together and books to life in order to make warmer, 
healthier, stronger communities. Image supplied. 

Set in the picturesque countryside of 
Inistioge, Ireland, The House in 
Inistioge follows Kathleen O’Driscoll, 
whose life is defined by love and 
betrayal.  Her family’s world shatters 
when a tragic accident takes the life of 
her beloved father.  In the midst of her 
grief and turmoil, her husband returns 
to the arms of an old flame in Australia. 
Kathleen’s world gradually opens to 

new relationships and discoveries that will alter her 
life and the lives of those who surround her. Through 
times of heartbreak and joy The House in Inistioge 
captures the depth of family and friendship, the 
consequences of tragedy, betrayal and deceit and the 
enduring love of family who remain loyal and close.  
[Carmel writes under the pen name Ruby Keane] 
The House in Inistioge is available from Amazon. 
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Making A Fist Of It 

By Mark Turner 

 
Perhaps we are in the age of narcissism. Self-
congratulation seems to be an accepted virtue, 
evidenced by the rather ostentatious fist-pump. It is 
displayed with fervour as a way of celebrating a win 
in any sort of competition. 

I blame the professional tennis players. You can’t 
help noticing it - they all do it now, even the 
supporters watching on. Win a point, snarl up the 
mouth, bend the elbow and clench the fist. 
Sometimes they even make the gesture while facing 
the opposition which only encourages the same 
response when a point goes the other way.  The fist-
pump is lauded by television sports commentators 
(mostly former tennis players) who wish they had 
thought of it first - anything to boost the ratings. 

It never used to be this way. In better days a tennis 
player who dealt out a winning shot would feel 
slightly embarrassed (albeit a little proud) when 
accepting the “good shot” compliment from the 
competitor. A fist pump would have been seen as 
extremely bad form. 

As politeness receded, bad temper rants emerged to 
entertain us and enabled phrases such as “you can’t 
be serious” to enter the popular lexicon. 

Unfortunately, the habit is becoming evident in social 
sporting competitions when self-praise and disdain 
for the opposition (mostly from the sidelines) is 
applauded. It’s the physical form of hubris turned 
nasty. 

Even children at the tennis camps think that a 
perfectly executed fist pump, carefully tutored by a 
parent, is the only way to impress the coach, which 
only points to a bleak future for the human race.  

It doesn’t stop with sport. Politicians are narcissists 
by nature and fist pumping pollies won’t be far away. 
From there it is only a short step to the raised stiff 
arm but with unclenched fist and palm down. It’s how 
wars are started. 

 Don’t get me started on the grunting. 

Robertson Public 
School Needs Your 
Recipes! 
The P & C committee is 
thrilled to announce an 
exciting new fundraising 
project for 2025 – the 
creation of a unique 
Robertson Public 
School Cookbook! 
 
Imagine a cookbook filled with family treasures 
passed down through generations, alongside new 
mealtime favourites that bring us together. This 
project will celebrate the heart and soul of our school 
and community. They warmly invite families and 
members of our school community to contribute a 
favourite recipe to this special collection. Their goal 
is to publish a collection of recipes that reflect the 
rich diversity and history of our community. Your 
recipe doesn’t need to be fancy or complicated—just 
something you love! Whether it’s a quick mid-week 
meal, a healthy breakfast, budget-friendly dishes, 
lunchbox staples, entertaining delights, or even 
potatoes every way—they want them all! If they 
receive multiple versions of a popular recipe, they 
may ask for alternatives. All contributors will be 
acknowledged by name in the cookbook. 

When submitting your recipe, they”d love for you to 
share its story. Is it a cherished family recipe? 
Inspired by another food author or cookbook? Let 
them  know what makes it special to you! Visuals 
bring recipes to life, so they’d also love to include 
high-resolution photos of the finished dishes or our 
talented home cooks in action.  
Recipe Submission Deadline: 4th July 2025  
 
Send your hand written recipes to the school office 
or email them to robertson-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
or upload them here https://cc.recipes/
robertsonpublicschool 

.  

https://cc.recipes/robertsonpublicschool?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZTJFbXV5VlM0VWhYaldnYQEe88nnKPabolDpYR_pFjZ0o3kfhttps://cc.recipes/robertsonpublicschool
https://cc.recipes/robertsonpublicschool?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZTJFbXV5VlM0VWhYaldnYQEe88nnKPabolDpYR_pFjZ0o3kfhttps://cc.recipes/robertsonpublicschool
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Reflections on 
Volunteering 
CTC Volunteer Jack Kennedy was recently 
highlighted in a series of posts by The Fold for 
Volunteer Week. Jack makes a good case for the 
benefits of being a volunteer in response to the 
questions asked by The Fold! 

What inspired 
you to start 
volunteering, 
and what 
keeps you 
coming back? 

 After retiring 
from full-time 
work, I was 
looking for an 
opportunity to 

use the skills I had developed during my career and 
contribute them where they would be most valued. 
With over 25 years of experience in IT, I recognized 
a real need in the community, where many people 
are struggling to navigate the ever changing digital 
world.  
Can you tell us about the organisation or cause 
you volunteer with and the work they do?  
The CTC Robertson is an organisation that provides 
wonderful service to the Community not just in 
Robertson but across the Southern Highlands.  All 
their services are supported by  Volunteers and 
their home in Robertson is a well resourced facility 
providing meeting, exhibition and training spaces 
along with a great cafe serving excellent coffee and 
homemade cakes.  They made me feel very 
welcome. 
What’s one moment from your volunteering 
experience that really stuck with you? 
I've experienced many memorable moments, but 
one that stands out is when I assisted a local 
resident who had been struggling with a major bank 
issue for about two weeks. Seeing the tears in his 
eyes as we finally resolved the problem was 
incredibly rewarding.    

This situation reflects the broader frustrations our 
community faces when dealing with institutions that 
have moved away from providing face-to-face 
customer support. This shift particularly affects our 
senior citizens, who didn't grow up with computers 
and are now being compelled to navigate the digital 
world. They're often warned about the increasing 
risks associated with online interactions, adding to 
their stress and confusion. 
 What do you love most about being involved in 
your local community? 
 The team of volunteers at CTC are a dedicated 
group providing great support to our community. 
There is a strong bond amongst them and getting 
involved in the community events is very rewarding 
and fun.  
 What would you say to someone thinking about 
giving volunteering a go?  

At the CTC we have a really good coffee shop, so 
just drop in to say hello and see first hand what we 
do.  

Biggest Morning Teas in 
Robertson! 
Help raise funds for the Cancer Council by 
supporting one or both of these Biggest 
Morning Teas 

Saturday 21 June from 10am at Men’s and 
Women’s Shed/CTC Robertson 
Thursday 26 June 10-12 at Robertson 
Burrow Community Op Shop 

Look out for further details on Robertson 
Commons Facebook. 
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Exhibitions at The 
SHAC 
Continuing to 15 June 

 
Alexandra 
Weare  My 
solo exhibition 
is really a 
diary about my 
desire to cling 
onto a more 
naturalistic 
way of life. An 
afternoon at 
the river, 
hitting the road 
and the awe 
and wonder of 
a rainbow. 

Interestingly on reflection my work is laden with 
symbolism.The journey of life, adventure, the 
flow of time and beauty are some of the 
meanings that resonate with me.  
S A R C O 
S A R C O, an Australian contemporary artist 
and designer based in the Southern Highlands 
of NSW, is drawn to the raw beauty and fragility 
of nature…Through her thick-textured oil 
paintings, she captures the character of the ever
-changing landscape with a gestural and 
expressive approach. 
. 
Find out more at www.theshac.com.au/ 
Image— Alexandra Weare, Striped Towel 

Winter Ceilidh 
An evening of Scottish music and traditions at 
Robertson School of Arts on Saturday 21 June 
6pm -9pm.  Presented by the Highlands Pipes 
and Drums, your local pipe band.  Band and solo 
performances, games, prizes and dancing.  BYO 
Snacks and Drinks.  Free entry—all ages.  
Donations welcome. 

Enquiries—Karen 0403 562 327 
www.highlandspipesanddrums.org/  

Calendar of Events 

Tues 3 June  5pm Community Association  CTC see p2 

Sun 8 June  & Sun 13 
July 8.30-2pm  

Robertson Market School of Arts ph 0408 

238 575 

Continues to 15 June Alexandra Weare and  

S A R C O exhibitions 

The SHAC 

see this page 

Fri 20 June  7.30pm REPS talk—Koalas CTC Robertson see p 5 

Sat 21 June from 10am Biggest Morning Tea The Shed and the CTC 

see p10 

Sat 21 June 6-9pm Winter Ceilidh School of Arts see this 

page 

Sat 21 June World Localisation Day The World! See p5 

Thur 26 June 10am-12 
noon 

Biggest Morning Tea Op Shop see p10 

Fri 27 June—Fri 25 
July 11am-1pm 

Be Connected Program CTC Robertson see 

p11 

Sun 20 July  Cockatoo Run-Christmas 

in July 

Robertson Railway 

1st Thurs of month 
6.30pm 

Read Aloud in Robbo The Buzz Café see p8 

Every 2nd Sunday  
3.30pm 

Robertson Shantymen 

Michael 0428456273  

Robertson Bowling 

Club 

Every Friday 11am Seniors Coffee Group  Nadine’s Coffee  

Every Mon from 12.30pm 

Every Tues  from 6.30pm 

Table Tennis  

Line Dancing 

Robertson Bowling 

Club  

Every Tuesday 1pm-3pm Social Tennis—all 

welcome 

Tennis courts 

Contact Maureen  

Ph: 0457 236 383 

Wed-Fri 9.30am-1pm  
Sat-Sun 10am-2pm 

Op Shop Open The Burrow, 26 Hoddle St 

Every Wed 7.30pm Robertson RFS Meeting RFS Shed 

Tues 9.am-3pm 

1st & 3rd Sat 10am-3pm 

Fridays 9am-3pm 

Men’s Shed  

Mixed  

Women’s Shed  

Men’s & Women’s 

Shed (rear CTC)  

 

First Monday of month 

1.30pm 

Robertson Garden Club 

Meeting 

Showground  

 

Every Sat 9am-10.30am  Crop Swap CTC Robertson  

Every Tuesday 6.30pm Meditation Group Men’s & Women’s 

Shed  

Church  Services 

Kids & Youth 

St John’s Church  

www.robboanglican.org  

Ph: 4885 1210  or 

check website 

Sunday Mass St Peter’s Burrawang Ph 4868 1931  

https://www.theshac.com.au/
https://www.highlandspipesanddrums.org/
http://www.robboanglican.org

